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AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 


A BDULKURREEM » the Ton of 
Khojeh Akebut Mahmood f , and 
grand-fon of Mohammed Bolaky J, was 
born in the land of Cafhmeer ||, the fern - 
blance of the celeftial Paradife the in- 
heritance of our great anceffor j and like 
him was banilhed from his native foil ; 
but with this difference, that Adam had 
firft tailed the fruit of his fin, 


Befriend me, for I am the Adam ®* of 
this age ; 

None but the accurfed Satan ft, will be 
my enemy , 


i wj 

;I . J^J r ^ y 

j Cafhmeer is fliled, inallpubHck writings# 
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Jennttnetceer or refembling Paradife* 
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VI AUTHOR ? s PREFACE. i 

, i 

t now humbly addrefs myfelf to the 
truly learned, who although they be per- 
Fe6t in knowledge and. wifdom, are ready 4 
to excufe the defedts of others, 1 

'• ' 1 

At the time Nadir Shah * invaded Him- j 

doftan f, I dwelt in the city of Shahje- 
hanabad j. I had long wiflied to have % 
an opportunity of making a pilgrimage J 
to Meccq. fj, as well as to vifit the holy 
fhrines, and to kifs the feet of the true j 

believers'. Now fince every one who 
heartily perfeveres, will furely obtain the 
objedl of his wifhes, it fo happened, that j 

1 was introduced to Mirza Aly Akber §, . 

who although nominally only keeper of j 
the records, yet from there not being { 
any prime minifter, performed all the I 
functions of that office. “ Whatever f 
“ God refolves (hall come to pafs, he at- j 
“ fo produces the means of its accom- 
“ pliffiment.” Summarily, Mirza Aly ; 
Akber prefented me to Nadir Shah, who 
engaging his word, that X.fhould be per- 

* + yksj&i J i ylf'sC* 

or Ap Dehly. JJ X § ' "" 

* ’■ ** mitted | 
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mitted to perform the pilgrimage pf 
Mecca, I entered into his fervice. 

After my return from my travels, 
which proved longer than I had at ftrft 
intended, fome of my deareft friends, of 
whofe love and affefilion I had expe- 
rienced moll fubftantial proofs, adviled 
me to draw up a fummary relation of 
my journey, and "fome account of the 
Court of Perfiaj together with a narrative 
of the moll interefling events in the Hift 
tory of Hindoflan, lince my arrival at 
Hooghly, which I have accordingly at- 
tempted in a plain and unaffected ftyle, 

* 

It is irkfome to be teazed with old talcs ; 

You had better tell only what you Jiavg 
your/elf Jem. 

The Jlory of Ferhad and Shirecn * is £>e* 
come uninter efing ; 

Like J aft Love , or an old Almanack. 

Jfe i * 

Ferhad yi is a celebrated Perfian Statuary 
fald to have cut many figrres in the mountain of Beyiitoon 

for his love of Shireen Thijt 

mountain is deferibed by our author in the account of hi* 
travels through Perila* 


I relate 
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I relate uchcit / have beheld with mine oven 
eyes ; 

Not mere hear fay, or antiquated fables . 

■No man in his fenfes would travel an un- 
known road i 

Whatever the Pilgrim tells you, is from his 
own obfervation . 

As I have entitled this little work a true 
Relation fo I have kept the contents 
free from flattery and. exaggeration, which 
too often ftain the hiftoric page. I have 
alfo avoided prolixity, as well as ftudied 
cadences, and flowing periods, which on- 
ly ferve to perplex the fenfe. 

Hafiz exclaims , that, neverthelefs , thefe are 
not all abfur dities ; 

There being actually Jlrange Jlories , as well 
as wonderful traditions . 



In the transition we have omitted every thing relative 
to Nadir Shah, before his return from Hindollan, the 
public being already in poifeffion of thofe particulars from, 
a moll m alterly pen. 
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KHOJEH ABDULKURREEM* 


Nadir Shah marches from Shah- 

JEHANABAD, Oil Ilis Tetum to 

Persia. 


O N the 7th of Sefer, A. H. 1152, 
(or A. D. 1739), Nadir Shah re- 
figned over to Mohammed Shah 
the Empire of Hindo'ftaii ; and marching 
from Dehly, encamped at the garden of 
Shalehmar *, 


He had given pofitive orders to Hajee 
Folad Khan +, the Cutwal j of Dehly, 
that if any of his foldiers were found in 


* AJ l> f 

+ j Ijf f Superintendant of the Police® 

B the 
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the city after his march, to cut off their 
ears and nofes, and then fend them to 
him. However, many difgufted with his 
tyranny, ran all hazards by flaying be- 
hind; fome of whom incurred the punilh- 
ment, whilft others were happy enough 
to elude the diligent fearch of the Cut- 
wal. As all the country on the Lahoor * 
road, had been totally defolated by the 
Kezlebalhes t on their march to Dehly, 
Nadir Shah now refolved to take the 
route of Syalkote J, which being well, in- 
habited, would afford him frefh plunder. 
Being the month of May the fun’s rays 
were exceedingly powerful, and the wind 
fcorching hot, when the Perfians unac- 
cuftomed to fuch weather, and who were 
clothed for a cold climate , were not able 
to fupport the fatigue, fo that great num- 
bers of men and cattle expired on this 
march. Thofe who furvived the fatigue 


^ Lf '^ S* order of foldiers among the 

Perfians, as the J antzaries among the Turks. It fignifies 
in the Furkifh language red heads, and they are fo called 
from the red caps, which they were when firlt inftituted 


by Sheikh Hyder, the father of Shah jf, nail, firlt King of 
the Seffy Family, 


+ 

4 - 


% 


-4 


and 
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and heat of the journey, were reftored 
to their health by the refrelhing ftream of 
Chenab *, which iffuing from the neigh- 
bouring mountains, was at this feafon fo 
intenfely cold, that no man could ftand 
in it up to his waift for one minute. 

As foon as the bridge was formed over 
the Chenab, the inhabitants, who upon 
the approach of the Perfian army, had 
fled to the mountains to avoid being plun- 
dered, came in the middle of the night, 
and throwing large trees into the river, 
the rapidity of the ftream carried them 
with Inch violence againft the boats, as 
broke the chains afunder, and a great 
number of people perifhed. Nadir Shah 
defpairing of being able to repair the 
bridge, was under the neceffity of croft- 
ing his army in boats ; which detained 
him here fome days. This halt, however, 
was of great fervice to his troops, by al- 
lowing them time to recruit their health 

O 

and fpirits. Men of all ranks were dif- 
fatisfied with . his fervice, yet dared not 



B 2 
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defert j but were compelled to fubrait to 
his feverities, iooner than entail utter ruin 
on their families, who would have been 
made accountable for their conduct ; and 
their property wherever it could have 
been difeovered, would have been conin'- 
cated. Thus without either chain or 
yoke, they were held in cruel bondage j 
and whilll the inflruments of their m af- 
ter’s tyranny, were themfekes the mold 
abject and opprelfed Haves, 


Abulhaflan Beg » the Yckah Balhy f , 
, was ordered to place trufty people at the 
ferry, to examine all perfons before they 
pafled the river ; and if any valuable 
jewels were difeovered upon them, to 
feize and fend them to the royal treafury. 
Upon the publication of this order, fome 
came of themfelves and delivered up the 
jewels they had got in plunder, and thefe 
were rewarded with dreffes and other pre- 
sents, From others were taken what they 
had concealed in the packs and {'addles 


^ An officer of high 

rank, but whofe particular duty we have not been able to 
warn. 

of 
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of their horfes, camels, or mules. Some 
buried their flores in the ground, hoping 
that after the fearch was over, they might 
be able to return, and dig them up again 5 
but from the ftridl orders of Nadir Shah, 
which were punctually obeyed, it v/as im- 
pofiible for any one to recrofs the river : 
and thus the treafure remained in the 
bowels of its parent earth. Others, out 
of rage and indignation, threw into the 
river whatever they had Concealed. The 
Yekah Bafhy was directed to fee that all 
the Hindoftany prifoners were releafed, 
and given in charge to Zekariah Khan 
the Soobahdar of Lahoor, to be fent back 
to their refpe&ive countries. 

When the army had croffed the Che-* 
nab. Nadir Shah informed his officers of 
his intention to march to Cafhmeer % but 
upon its being reprefented to him that 
the roads were difficult for an army to 
pafs, and that provifions would be found 
very fcarce, he laid afide all thoughts of 
that expedition. Here Zekariah Khan 
took his leave and fet out for Lahoor. 
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" By repeated marches, without one halt- 
ing day intervening, notwithftanding it 
rained almoft inceffantly, he arrived on the 
banks of the Jylum . In the middle of 
the river, a camel loaded with gold plate 
took fright, and falling from the bridge of 
boats was drowned, and no part of the 
plate was ever recovered. At this place 
Nadir Shah fent back Mohammed Shah’s 
artillery, and made them a prefect of the 
gold plate, which was funk in the river. 
They of courfe exerted all their endea- 
vours, hut only loft their time. It is faid, 
indeed, that they found a brafs baton and 
ewer.:: Although it rained violently, he 
marched along the borders of Rawil Pun- 
dy t, and palling Haifan Abdal +, encamp- 
ed on the banks of the river, which runs 
through the territory of the Afghans of 
Youfef Zei ||, From hence he fent a de- 
tachment to fubdue thofe Afghans, who 
had never yet been deprived of their inde- 
pendence. They had a deep river to pafs, 
and the Afghans had burnt all the boats ; 

+ &JA': i Jk'i'cH' 

II " J I 

but 
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but Nadir Shah ordered the men to croft 
on elephants, and fwim their horfes ; by 
which means having gained the oppofite 
fide, the enemy, after a vigorous refin- 
ance, in which they buffered great {laugh- 
ter, were obliged to fubmit ; and to ob- 
tain quarter, engaged to pay a tribute, and 
to furnifti Nadir Shah’s army with thirty 
thoufand effective men. Nadir Shah was 
glad to grant them thefe terms, for had he 
been detained a month longer on this ex- 
pedition, the mountains of Cabul * would 
have been impaffable, on account of the 
fnow ; whilft the Hate of affairs in Perfia 
began to require his prefence in that quar- 
ter. 


Other 
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Other Occurrences during Nadir 
Shah’s Expedition againji the 
Afghans of Yousef Zei. 

S OON after Nadir Shah’s arrival in the 
territory of Youfef Zei, he ilfued an 
edict to the governors of all the pro- 
vinces of Iran *, whereby he granted a 
total remilfion of tribute from that king- 
dom for three years to come. 

He appointed Ameer Hajee Khan f his 
ambaffador to the Emperor of Turkey J, 
to whom he fent fifteen elephants and a few 
jewels, with fome Cafhmeery Ihawls, and 
other valuable productions of Hindoflan. 
The party that accompanied him, were 
ordered to be mounted on fine horfes 
richly caparifoned. The letter which he 
wrote to the Emperor of Turkey contain- 
ed, amonglt other matters, as follows; 
1 hat the walj which Zobeideh Khatun || 
caufed to be eredted, to mark the road 

The Pcrfian Empire. f 

. v. from' 
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from Cufah * to Mecca +, has been demo- 
lilhed by the Arabs, who have deftroyed 
the wells, and nowphmder the pilgrims, ve- 
rifying the verfe of the Koran which fays, 
“ that the Arabs are the moll hardened in* 
fidels.*’ That it is therefore incumbent on 
the Emperor of Turkey, to order the go- 
vernor of that province to repair the 
road, and extirpate the bands of robbed 
that infoft k j fo that the Pilgrims of Iran 
and Turin J, may pafs in fafety by that 
route, which is their neareft Way to Mec- 
ca ; under the conduct of Ameer Hajee 
Khan, whom Nadir Shah had now ap- 
pointed to that office, That if on account 
of the war again!! the Chriffians, the Em- 
peror ffiould find it inconvenient to pu- 
hifh the Arabs, he need Only fignifyas 
much to Nadir Shah, who would fend an 
army of Kezlebaffies* to deliver the righ- 
teous from out of the hands of thofe mif- 
creants, which wotild be an a& merito- 
rious before God and man. That whereas 

at Mecca the Imams }| in the four orato* 

' ■ • 

*»>/ t X t cJijfU Turcomania ‘ || 

C ''«• ries 
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ties g£ fchefqur pray for the Em- 

peror; pf ;• -Turkey alone, Nadir Shah re- 
led*. that in . the „■ oratory of Shafei, 
visfituatedon the fide of Iran, his 
S^pafne might -be ufed. He alfo de- 
feed that Seffy Mirza. h, -who was at the 
C§^rt.^)f T .Conftantmople ; might befent 

to him, for the preferyation of peace and 
£^jtdlbip ; ; . for that if this requeft was re- 
be the inevitable con- 
if^aejiee,i itoagi .that it is manly, to give 
notice, of our intention, The above are 
all the particulars upon which I was able 
to ^obtain information. - 

, , 4r , ( ; ' 

" : P*\ ] v " •; T V f ' - 1 * 5 •' : • ,W . • ' 

;,frNadi5; Shah, ordered the Darogahof the 
Eeel-khaneh j| to fend all ; the elephants 
before-id^ army, through Ghuzneen and 
to Herathf, to prevent fear- 
city of provifions in the camp. 


jj^^dSehibely, t** Shafei, 


■ sloth V:; 

. r**; Til e, four fe£b, m ijji? Henefee, jUt Mafcfee, 

'* - i l? 1 *JL- : t* * 

Coftentiniah. |[ 

Maffer of the Elephants, (j 


f+ " 1 




4 


- 
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pf thefe animals had been ufed to eat fu- 
gar-cane and various drugs of Hindoftan, 
which not being procurable in many places 
through which they paffed, afforded their 
keepers ample pretexts, for extorting fines 
from the people of the country. And 
whenever an elephant died, the keeper, irr 
orderto exculpate himfelfwith Nadir Shah, 
reprefented that it had happened from the 
want of the accuftomary fupplies, and 
thereby brought farther diftrefs upon the' 
country, from the effefts of the Shahlf 
difpleafure. Seventy-five elephants died 
between Cabul and Herat. , ■ ' 

Nadir Shah being encamped op thd ' 
banks of the river, three Afghans fwaitf 
over from the oppofite fide in the friiddlh^ 
of the night, and having eritered the outet ‘ 
tent, were proceeding to his fleeping apart- ; 
mentj but the noife ; of thfeir feet having 
awakened him, he removed to another 
place, and being ignorant of their number, 
thought it moll: prudent to obferve filence. 
They entered the fleeping tent, and hav- 
ing failed in their main defign, which was 
to have aflaflinated the Shah, they loaded 
s-ii’.v C 2 them- 
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themfelves with the moil valuable ef> 
fe£ls they could lay their hands upon. 
The guards were foon alarmed, but the 
Afghans plunged into the water, dived 
like aligators, and fwam acrofs the river 
with their booty. In the morning, the 
guards who were Rationed neat the river 
were put to death, and all thofg of other 
polls, were punifhed with different degrees 
of feverity, proportionate to their negledl 
of duty. As the feafon for paffing the 
mountains would now foon be elapfed, he 
did not trouble hinjfelf to make any en- 
quiry into the confpiracy, which would 
have detained him here. He crofled the ri- 
ver in the middle of the territory of Youfef 
Zei, where it is divided into five branches, 
oyer three of which bridges were con- 
ftru&ed, the other two were fordable. 
Thefe five ftreams unite at the ferry of 
Peilhore which confluence is called the 
Attack f. In ancient books it is called 
Neelab J. ■. 



The 
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The Nufiuckchee Baftiee * conform- 
ably to the Shah’s orders, having diftri- 
buted his men upon the bridges, and at 
the fords, took from the foldiers the re* 
mainder of the Hjndoftany prifoners, and 
gave them in charge to Hajee Alkeree +, 
the agent of Zakari.a Khan, Soobahdap 
pf Lahoor, to be lent by htW to they: ref? 
petlive countries. 

Nadir Shah now bellowed the Soobak- 
dary of Peifhore upon Naffir Khan who 
had held that government before. 

The army proceeding by quick marches, 
by the route of Jellalabad ||, arrived atCa? 
bul, on the ill of Ramzan, A, H. 1152, 
This city is entirely defoiated by the op- 
preffipps of the governor ; bujt the neigh? 
touring country is rather in a better fta.te. 
The healthinefs pf the climate is well afce?v 
tained by the robuft make, and hearty 
eonliitutions of the natives. 

* iS 

11 AT Jik 


# *t 

iTv* 


cj^A 
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I vifited the tomb of my paternal grand- 
father Khojeh Mohammed Bolaky * : and 
was much delighted with the gardens, and 
other places in this country. 


* 


Lf 


It/ 


f &)$>' 


Nadir 
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Nadir Shah marches to Sind, de- 
folates that Country, and takes the 
Soobahdar prijoner . 

N ADIR S H A H had lent orders to 
Khodayear Khan *, the Soobahdar 
of Sind +> to meet him at Cabul ; but he 
having negle&ed to obey the fummons, 
the Shah was enraged at his infolence, 
and refolved to punifh him. Accord- 
ingly, on the 8th of Ramzan, he march- 
ed from Cabul through the Eungifhat J. 
Fortunately there was not any fall of 
fnow during this expedition, although 
from the feafon of the year, it might 
reafonably have been expended. But the 
men fuffered great inconvenience, from 
the cold blafts of wind from the moun- 
tains i and amongft the paffes they had to 
encounter a very rapid river, in which 
was loft near a fourth of the plunder of 
Hindoftan ; and a great deal of baggage 
belonging to the officers and foldiers. 
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Tills deflructive river winds in its courfe 
like a deadly {hake, fo that they were ob- 
liged to crdfs it twenty-two times. Num- 
bers of camels and mules perifhed there- 
in, and to add to this calamity, there was 
a fcarcity of provifions for the cattle. Had 
it happened to fnow, the whole army mult 
inevitably have perifhed. After a moll hr* 
iiguing march of twenty-four days, the 
army entered the territory of Sind; on 
the firfl of the inonth of Shawal. When 
we had got about half A cofe out of the 
pafSj there was a very fenfible change irt 
the climate* and we law fields cultivated 
With wheat and barley i We had now a 
double caufe for rejoicing, for the eonclu- 
fion of the faft of Ramzan, and oiir deri- 
ve aiice from the calamities above de* 
fcribed; The next day it rained fo vio- 
lently, and fuch torrents iffued from the 
mountain.?, that numbers of the people 
who had fallen behind perifhed. The Ze- 
mindars fhut themfelves up m their forts, 
and infiead of tribute, promlfed nothing 
but cannon-balls j but the army halting, 
they were foon obliged to furrender. Not 
only their lives were fpared, but they were 

exempted 
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exempted from plunder, upon engaging to 
tranfport the artillery to Khoda-abad *. 
For want of a fufficient number of cattle, 
men were compelled to be yoked ; many 
died through fatigue, and ill treatment, 
whilfl others were ftarved to death : the 
furviving few were permitted to return to 
their own homes. 

The jungle of Tabreftan f , or Mazen- 
deran J, is nothing when compared with 
what we had to pafs on the borders of 
Sind. Even Nadir Shah and the army 
milled their way and feparated j and the 
camp followers were in the utmoft confu- 
fion and diftrefs. In one part the reeds 
took fire, which fo frightened the camels, 
that many who had valuable loads, ran 
off with their riders, and were never more 
heard of. To add to thefe diftreffes, the in- 
habitants, by the direflion of Khodayear 
Khan, had buried all the grain which they 
were not able to bum, and then took to 
flight. The army was in danger of pe- 
rifhing by famine, when the fcouts difco- 

* t t 
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vered fome grain buried in the diftant vil- 
lages, which was divided amongft the 
troops according to the mufter-rolis. For 
the cattle there was plenty of green wheat 
and barley, the country being highly cul- 
tivated. When we got through the jun- 
gle, we arrived at Larkaneh *, where Na- 
dir Shah refolved to leave the baggage. 

During the whole of this march, all the 
villages through which we palled were en- 
tirely deferted and the only perfon that I 
faw was a fat Brahmin fitting upon the 
highway begging alms in the names of 
Ram f and Mahadeo J. I did all I could 
to perfuade him to fave himfelf by flight 
from the fury of the foldiers, who were 
near at hand, but he was fo infatuated, that 
he would not ftir, and even afted me, if I 
envied him the alms which he (hould ob- 
tain? During our converfation, a party of 
Bukhtyearees || came up, and binding the 
poor wretch hand and foot, they cut him 
in pieces, to try the fharpnefs of their 
fwords. 

$ 0 ^ 1 } f J || 
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Nadir Shah marches againjl Kho- 
dayear Khan. He celebrates 
the Fejlival of the New Year, af- 
ter the manner of the Emperors 
of Hindostan. 

K HODAYEAR KHAN having crof- 
fed the river Attock, which is here 
called Sind, had retired with his family and 
moft valuable effe£ls to the fort of Amer- 
kote *, fituated in a fandy defert, entirely 
deflitute of water. He had left a great 
deal of money and effects in boats on the 
river, that in cafe of emergency, he might 
efcape that way. Nadir Shah haflened to 
Amerkote with a fmall detachment. Oil 
the very day that Khodayear Khan had re- 
folved to embark with his family on board 
the boats, and lie concealed amongfl: the 
iflands of the Sind, till Nadir Shah’s 
return to Iran ; Nadir Shah befieged 
the fort before fun-rife, when Khodayear 
Khan, by the advice of his friends, com* 
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menced a negotiation, atid offered to fur- 
render if he was only promifed his life, 
and that his family fhould not be dis- 
graced. On account of the fcarcity of 
water and provifions, Nadir Shah acceded 
to the propofed terms * and upon his 
coming to make his fubmiflions, he only 
directed his motions to be watched, merely 
to fecure his perfon ; but ftrict orders were 
given, that no indignity flrould be offered 
to himfelf or any of his family. All the 
money and effects that were found in the 
fort, and on board the boats, were feized 
and fent to the camp at Larkaneh. Kho- 
dayearKhan is of a dark complexion, and 
afflicted with the leprofy. The inhabi- 
tants of Sind, who are Belooches *, pay 
him great refpect on account of his vir- 
tues, eonfidering him as their fpiritual 
guide. His family had long poffeffed a 
Zemindarry in this country, and at pre- 
tent he is Soobahdar of Sind, on the part 
of the Emperor of Hindoflan. 

I was prefent when an inventory was 
* "' k Afghan Tribe, 

taken 
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taken of the effefts of Khodayear Khan, 
and faw amongft them many things that 
had formerly belonged to the Seffevy Sul- 
tans, and which were recognized by the 
officers employed in taking the account. 
Upon inquiry it was found, that the Af- 
ghans of Kandahar when they plundered 
Iran, fent the mod valuable articles to 
different places for fale. 

Nadir Shah was exceedingly rejoiced 
at his fuccefs over Khodayear Khan. He 
celebrated the feftival of the New Year at 
Larkaneh, and bellowed very confider- 
able prefen ts amongft his army. To thofe 
of the firft rank he gave five hundred mo- 
hurs each; to others from one to three 
hundred mohurs ; and every private fol- 
dier had two mohurs. The mohur was 
that of Hindoftan worth twenty-four ru- 
pees. Of the firft rank were Allavee Khan 
the Hakeem Bafhy, Abulhaffan Khan, 
Lutfullah Khan *, Naffirullah Mirza +, 
and Thamas Khan J. Amongft the others 
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were Mirza Aly Akber *, keeper of the re- 
cords, and Mirza Mohammed Isfahany +, 
Vizier of the houfehold. 

At this place Syed Mohammed Khan J, 
waited upon Nadir Shah, with difpatches 
from Mohammed Shah, and feme valu- 
able prefents. 

Nadir Shah appointed fome of his offi- 
cers to remain in Sind, and after receiv- 
ing from Khodayear Khan two of his 
fons as hoftages, conferred upon him the 
title of Shah Kuly Khan |j. 

Before he left Larkaneh, he returned 
an anfwer to Mohammed Shah’s letter. 
He alfo fent back Zekaria Khan to La- 
hoor, from whence he had lately called 
him. 

On the ninth of the month of Moher- 
rem, Nadir Shah marched from Larkaneh 

* jrf^ bf ^b/ t 

for 
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for Kandahar, by the road of Peftierig *. 
Between Sind and Kandahar lies a vaft de- 

n 

fert without water, called Defht Beyctow- 
let t. The foil is fo hard, and the fprings 
lie fo deep, that it is impoffible to fink 
wells on a march. 

On the third of the month of Sefer, we 
arrived at Kandahar. It had a very ftrong 
fort, which was defiroyed by Nadir Shah, 
and near the place where it flood, a mud 
fort is built, called Nadirabad 

After leaving Kandahar, the army ford- 
ed the river Andab [j, and croffed the 
river Kerfek §, partly after the fame man- 
ner, and partly in boats. Some of the 
plunder of Hindoftan was alfo loft in this 
river. 

By repeated marches. Nadir Sh^h ar- 
rived at the city of Ferah **, the gover- 
nor of which he punifhed for having op- 

* t ilhjt 
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preffed the inhabitants. This place is in 
ruins; but the adjacent country is de- 
lightful. 

On the 5th of Rebby-ul-awwel, we ar- 
rived at Herat, and encamped near Ga- 
zergah *. From Kandahar to Herat, the 
towns and villages are moftly in a ruin- 
ous condition; but in travelling fix or 
eight farfangs, you will meet with one 
or two in a more flourifhing ftate than 
others. This climate is very different 
from that of Cabul, for on the firft of 
Moherrem, on the borders of the Bungi- 
Ihat, I faw wheat a cubit high, and three 
months after when 1 arrived at Herat, the 
harveft was not in more forwardnefs. 

Herat muff have been a fine city ; but 
from the oppreffions of the government, 
it is now in fuch a ftate of defolation, 
that the ground floors of the houfes are 
ploughed up and fown with grain. The 
fruits of this country are very fine, parti- 
cularly the mulk melons, which are ini- 
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mitable. Here are ruins of magnificent 
mofques and tombs. During the fummer 
the wind blows very ftrong, when they 
make ufe of wind-mills to grind their 
corn. Thefe ftrong winds are a great blefi- 
fing, as without them the country would 
fwarm with infedts ; and the ftagnation of 
air would endanger a plague. 

In order to make the neceffary prepa- 
rations for an expedition againft Turan, 
Nadir Shah remained a month and a half 
at Herat. He pofitively diredled that per- 
fons of all ranks fhould leave their fuper- 
fluous baggage at Herat; and that one 
tent fhould fuffice for ten men. His own 
treafure, the Jewel-office, and Peacock- 
throne he fent to Melhed *. He appoint- 
ed his fon Naffer ullah Mirza to govern 
at Herat, and left along with him Allavee 
Khan the Hakeem Balhy. 
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A dejcription of the Tent decorated 
with precious Stones , 

W HEN Nadir Shah was at Dehly, 
he had fuch a profufion of jewels, 
that he ordered the Moabir Bafhy *, to 
make up arms and harnefs of every kind, 
inlaid with precious hones, and to orna- 
ment a large tent in the fame manner. 
For this purpofe, the bed workmen that 
could be procured, were employed a year 
and two months during the march ; and 
when Nadir Shah arrived at Herat, the 
Moabir Bafhy informed him that a great 
number of the following articles, richly 
inlaid with precious hones, were prepared 
viz. horfe harnefs, fword-f heaths, qui- 
vers, fhields, fpear-cafes, and maces; with 
Sundelees +, or chairs of different fizes, 
and a large tent lined with jewels. The 
tent was ordered to be pitched in the De- 
wan Khaneh J, in which were placed the 

•A * ( 
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Tukht Taouffee *, or Peacock Throne, 
brought from Dehly, the Tukht Nadery h, 
with the thrones of feme other monarchs, 
together with the inlaid Sundelees. Publi- 
cation was made by beat of drum through- 
out the city, and the camp, that all per- 
fons had liberty to come to this magnifi- 
cent exhibition, fuch as had never before 
been feen in any age or country. Nadir 
Shah was not pleafed with the form of the 
tent, and befides being lined with green 
fattin, many of the jewels did not appear 
to advantage : he therefore ordered it to 
be taken to pieces, and a new one to be 
made, the top of which, for the conveni- 
ence of tranfportation, fhould be feparate 
from the walls ; fuch as in Hindoftan is 
called a Rowty J. When he returned to 
Mefhed from his expedition into Turan, 
this new tent being finifhed, was dilplayed 
in the fame manner as the former one j but 
its beauty and magnificence are beyond 
defcription. The outfide was covered 
with fine fcarlet broad cloth, the lining 
was of violet coloured fattin, upon which 
were reprefentations of all the birds and 

* t 
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beafts in the creation, with trees and flow- 
ers, the whole made of pearls, diamonds, 
rubies, emeralds, amethyfts, and other 
precious ftones : and the tent poles were 
decorated in like manner. On both fides 
of the Peacock Throne was a fcreen, up- 
on which were the figures of two angels in 
precious Hones. The roof of the tent 
confifted of feven pieces, and when it was 
tranfported to any place, two of thefe 
pieces packed in cotton, were put into a 
wooden cheft, two of which were a fuffici- 


ent load for an elephant; and the fcreen 
filled another cheft. The walls of the tent, 
the tent poles and the tent pins, which lat- 
ter were of maffy gold, loaded five more 
elephants; fo that for the carriage of 
the whole were required feven elephants. 
This magnificent tent was difplayed on all 
feftivals in the Dewan Khaneh at Herat, 
during the remainder of Nadir Shahs 
reign. After his death, his nephew Adil 
Shah *, and his grandfon Shahrokh t, 
whofe territories were very limited, and 
expences enormous, had the tent taken 
to pieces, and diflipated the produce,, 
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Nadir S i-i a h marches from 
Herat, on an expedition agavnft 
Tup, an. 

If IT A V I N G appointed Naffirullali 
iL JL Ivlirza, Ins fccond Ton, to govern 
in Iran during his ablence, he fet out up- 
on his expedition again!! Turan, accom- 
panied by Reza Ivuly Khan Mirza his 
el deft fon 5 and by quick marches arrived 
at Maroochak This town is well inha- 
bited, but all the water in its neighbour- 
hood is very bad. Nadir Shah has com- 
pelled feme people of the tribe of Sha- 
lloon f to fettle here. Throughout Iran, 
and the bordering territories, are an infi- 
nite number of Elats t, or wandering 
tribes, and of whom the Perfian army is 
chiefly compofed. The moft numerous 
of thefe tribes are the Akrad |[, or Curds, 
the Akfar the Jelaroo **, the Keratch- 
loo ft, the Ferdad Aly the Shamloojjjj, 
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and the Bukhtyearee *, &c. Like the A- 
rabs of the defert, they wander about in 
queft of good pafturage and water, which 
when they have found, they pitch their 
tents and remain till their cattle have 
eaten up all the grafs on that fpot, when 
they remoye in fearch of more. Amongft 
thefe people, riches and property fignify 
flocks and herds of camels, diorfes, oxen, 
fliecp, and goats. Some of them, however, 
fettle in towns, and apply themfelves to 
agriculture. Thefe cuftoms prevail alfo 
throughout Turan. 

' From the borders of Maroochak to the 
town of Indekoo f, dependent upon Balkh, 
there are very few buildings ; and the 
country being unfrequented, abounds with 
game, and wild beafts. The foldiers kill- 
ed fuch numbers of deer, that no body 
would eat mutton. Thamas Khan Jelayir j 
an officer of high rank, having gone into 
the jungle with a fmall party of cho fen 
men to hunt, a wild boar ilfued fuddenly 
from amongft the reeds, and his horfe 

* ^ -A * 1 t 
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taking fright, threw him. The boar then 
attacked him, when Ghoiaum Khan* {hot 
the tremendous bead: with an arrow, and 
alfo cut him with his (word, upon which 
he quitted Tharaas Khan, and feizing 
Ghoiaum Khan killed him. He now re- 
turned to Thamas Khan, but he was again 
fortunately delivered from his clutches by 
another fervant coming up, and killing 
the boar with a match-lock. Thamas 
Khan being very fhort and thick, and of 
a dark complexion, Nadir Shah laughed 
heartily at the relation of his adventure, 
and told him, that his little brother had 
nfed him very uncivilly. 

Between Herat and Balkh, is a fandy 
defert, entirely deftitute of water, three 
days journey in length j the exafi breadth 
I was not able to learn ; but it extends to 
the borders of Khovarezm, and to Kereh 
Kilpak f, the entrance into the Deflit 
Kipchak j. It alfo marks the boundary 
between Bokhara [], and Meru Shahjan 
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Ruftam ®, the fon of Zal +, marched by 
this road from Iran to Turan. Nadir 
Shah went to Turan through Maroochak, 
Indekoo, • and Balkh, and returned by 
Mem Shahjan ; fo that either way you 
mull crofs this frightful defert. In palling 
it this time, many men and great num- 
bers of horfes perifhed. 

From Herat to Balkh, our route lay 
chiefly weft. As Balkh had been feme time 
In the poffeflion of Nadir Shah, the army 
did not meet with any moleftatkm on 
the march to that city. Yar Mohammed 
Khan j, the governor of that territory, 
obtained Nadir Shah’s permilfton to go to 
Mecca, and was furnifhed, at his expence, 
with every thing neceffary for the jour- 
ney. I afterwards met with this noble- 
man at Damafcus, where he had been 
waiting a long time for the Caravan ; aud 
again on the road, and at Mecca I had 
frequently the pleafure of feeing him. 
After performing the pilgrimage of Mec- 
ca, he went to Surat jj, and from thence 

* r — ^ \Jb I CJ&J A if 
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into the Dekhan *, where he was received 
With great refpe& by Nizanl-ul-Mulk 
who allowed him an eftablilhment of one 
thoufand rupees per menfem 3 which at 
at the death of Nizam-ul-Mulk» was con- 
tinued to him by the fons of that noble- 
man* 

Balkh mult have been a fine city before 
the rapacity of its governors had reduc- 
ed the inhabitants to their prefent Hate 
of indigence. The city is gone to decay; 
but there are feme beautiful feats in the 
neighbourhood. 

» 
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Nadir Shah Marches from BalkH 
to Bokhara* 



T the time that the Perfian army 
were employed in plundering Deh- 
ly, Nadir Shah turned his thoughts to 
the conqueft of Turan j and for that pur- 
pofe fent a great number of workmen 
from Dehly and other places to Balkh, 
to get ready a thoufand boats againft his 
arrival in that quarter, feme for the con- 
ftru&ion of bridges, and others for the 
tranfportation of grain. Had he not taken 
this precaution, he muft have failed in 
this expedition, for the King of Turan 
had deftroyed all the boats on the river 
Gihoon * j and without carrying grain 
from Charjoo f , to the borders of Kho- 
varezm J, being twelve days journey, it 
would have been impoffible to have fub- 
fifted his army. He had long before de- 
termined upon this conqueft, and when 
he marched into Hindoftan, direfted the 
governor of Balk to form granaries againft 


* 0^'" * or C) xus. 
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Ills return* What a wonderful exer-* 
tion of mind, what refolution and fore-* 
fight, muft this man have poffeffed, to 
have been able to form diftant defigns, 
whilft he was only entering upon the 
conqueft of a mighty kingdom. To 
return from this digreffion. After he 
had made his arrangements at Balkh, 
and loaded the boats with all the ne- 
ceffary fupplies, he detached Aly Kuly 
K-han, and Thamas Khan, to guard 
the eaftern bank of the river Gihoon, 
whilft he marched with the army along 
the weftern fide, to protedfc the boats, 
upon which alone they had now to. 
depend for fupplies. After pafling the 
twelve ilages through the defert, he arrive 
ed at Charjoo, where he threw oyer the 
river a bridge of boats. The next day 
Hakeem Ataleek f , the prime minifter of 
Abulfiez Khan f , King of Bokhara, was 
introduced to Nadir Shah in public, but 
delivered his embalfy in fuch a low tone* 
that not one of the byeftanders could 
hear a word ofik. But Nadir Shah ap,-* 
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fwered with a loud voice, « Unlefs he 
« comes himfelf, the operations of the ar- 
« my mull proceed.” He bellowed upon 
the ambaffador a donation of a thoufand 
mohurs of Hindoftan, twenty-five pieces 
of Yezdy brocade, a rich drefs, and a 
horfe with Giver harnefs; after which he 
told him he might depart. The King of 
Turan, unwilling to make the fubmiffion 
In perfon, prepared for refillance. The 
Perfian army croffed the bridge, and a de* 
tachment under the command of Thamas 
Khan, was ordered to fcour the country 
about the city, to create alarms, The 
nobles of Turan, 'fenfible of the impoflK 
bility of withftanding the arms of the 
conqueror of Hindoftan, prevailed upon 
Abulfiez to fubmit in the manner requuv 
ed ; and accordingly an ambaffador was 
fent to make the offer, and carried with 
him valuable prefents. After a long con- 
ference, it was fettled that Abulfiez Khan 
fliould wait upon Nadir Shah, and that 
hoftilities Ihould immediately ceafe. The 
ambaffador received a drefs and other 

The 
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The NufTuckchee Balhy was ordered to 
Ration people, to protect the fuburbs 
from violence } and to prohibit all perfons 
from entering the city. By this precau- 
tion, the city of Bokhara was not only 
preferved from plunder, but the foldiers 
paid the tradefmen the full value for every 
thing that they got ; but the diftant parts 
of the country were ravaged by the Kez- 
lebalhes. Nadir Shah exafted from the 
city nothing but provifions, and abfolute 
neceffariesj for being matter of all the 
wealth of Hindottan, he looked with con- 
tempt upon the humble poffeflions of the 
patives oi’Turan. 
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The interview of 'N adir Shah and 
the King of Turan. 

T HE day being fixed for the interview' 
with Abulfiez Khan King of Turan, 
Nadir Shah dire&ed all. his officers to ap- 
pear in their moft magnificent attire, in* 
order to imprefs the unfortunate Prince 
with aftonilhment and awe. The Princes 
Reza Kuly Mirza, and Aly Kuly Khan, 
were on this occafiop permitted to be 
feated, whilft the nobility ftood as ufual. 

Abulfiez, attended by only a few of his 
courtiers, came on horfeback from the 
city; but he was obliged to, alight before 
he arrived at the royal quarters, and was 
conducted to the tent of Nadir Shah by 
Thamas Khan. When he entered the 
tent, Reza Kuly Mirza, and Aly Kuly 
Khan ftood up, and paid him their com- 
pliments; whilft Nadir Shah only anfwer- 
ed his falutation verbally, without deign- 
ing to rife from his throne. The differ-* 
ent reception which he gave to Moham- 
med Shah, may be afcribed to his being 

awed 
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awed by the fplendour and magnificence 
of the court of Hindoftan ; or to his 
not being then fo far intoxicated with 
fuccefs, as to have forgotten the forms of 
refpefct due from one monarch to another. 
It is even poffible that his breaft was not 
yet bereft of every generous fentiment, 
and that he felt the double fenfation of 
refpe£t and of compaffion. After fitting 
in this manner for near two hours, the 
King of Turan was condu&ed to a 
tent, .pitched at fome diliance from Nadir 
Shah’s quarters. : Mirza Mohammed Ibra- 
him Isfahany was appointed his Meh- 
mander *, or hoft. 

The third day after the interview, Na- 
dir Shah concluded a double marriage. 
Himfelftook to wife the filler of Abulfiez 
Khan 1 and his nephew Aly Kuly Khan r 
wedded the daughter of that monarch. ■ 

After the conclufion of thefe ceremo- 
nies, Abulfiez Khan, in token of his entire 
fubmiffion, fent to Nadir Shah, by Ha- 

i- 
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keem Ataleek, the diadem which he had 
himfelf worne, together with three hun- 
dred camels, two hundred horfes, and 
twenty Perfxan manufcripts mofit beauti* 
fully written. Nadir Shah returned the 
crown to Abulfiez Khan, with a meffage 
that he was to conlider himfelf King of 
Mahawerulnehr *. The cattle were fent 
to the ftables; and the books were divid- 
ed amongft Mehdy Khan + the Munfhy ul 
Memalick Mirza Zuckee || and others. 
It feemed as if the books had been fent 
to exemplify the following verfe of the 
Korati: “ Thofe who poffefs learning, 
“ and do not pra&ife what it teaches, 
“ refemble affes loaded with books.” 
Thefe were the only fruits of Nadir 
Shah’s conqueft of Turan, in making 
which he had nothing in view, but to 
fliow the irrefiftible force of his arms. 
He gave away upwards of three lacks of 
rupees in prefents ; and his military ex- 
pences amounted to an immenfe fum. 

* jlk The country beyond the River Gihoon 
or Oxus. 'f Tha 
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Bokhara *, from being the refidence of 
the monarch, is the fineft city in Turan.' 
As I was the deputy of Mirza Moham- 
med Ibrahim, the Dewan of the houfe- 
hold, who was ordered to entertain the 
King of Turan, I had the bell opportu- 
nities of feeing every thing that is cu- 
rious in the country, amongfl which are 
the tombs of the holy men celebrated 
at full length by Jami, in his poem enti- 
tled Refhehat i. Alfo on account of my 
office, I had a fliare of every kind of 
provilions, and fruits, that were fent to 
Nadir Shah, by the governors of differ- 
ent places. The inhabitants of Turan, 
when compared with thofe of Turkey, 
Perfia, apd Hmdoffan, may be faid to be 
poor in point of money, and the luxuries 
of life; but in lieu thereof, the Almighty 
has given them abundance of moft exquf- 
fite fruits ; with rebuff forms, and heal- 
thy conffitutions, the greateft of earthly 
hleffmgs. 
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In refle&ing upon the poverty of Taw 
tan and Arabia, I was at firft at a lofs to 
affign a reafon, why thole countries had 
never been able to retain wealth, whilft, on 
the contrary, it is daily encreaftng in Hin- 
doftan. Timour carried into Turan the 
riches of Turkey, Perfia, and Hindoftan, 
but they are all diffipated : and during the 
reigns of the four firft Khalifs, Turkey, 
Perfia, part of Arabia, Ethiopia, Egypt, 
and Spain were their tributaries ; but ftill 
they were not rich. It is evident that this 
diflipation of the riches of a ftate, mull 
have happened either from fome extraor- 
dinary drains, or. from fome defect ip 
the government. Hindoftan has been fre- 
quently plundered by foreign invaders, 
and not one of its Kings ever gained for. 
it' any acquisition of wealth j neither has 
the country many mines of gold and {li- 
ver, and yet Hindoftan abounds in money, 
and every other kind of wealth. The 
abundance of fpecies, is undoubtedly ow- 
ing to the large importation of gold and 
filver on the {hips of Europe, and other 
nations, many of whom bring ready mo- 
ney in exchange for the manufa£iures and 

natural 
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natural produ&ions of the country. If 
this is not the caufe of the profperous 
ftate of Hindoftan, it muft be owing td 
the peculiar blefling of Gdd; 


6i , Other 



44 THE MEMOIRS OF 

Other Occurrences at Turan. 

L UTF ALY KM AN * the nephew 
of Nadir Shah, was fent to Samar- 
cand f to enlift eight thoufand Uzbecks £*■ 
And Nadir Shah having heard that the 
tomb-ftone of Timour was a great cu- 
riofity, fome pretending it to be a Be- 
zoar, he ordered his nephew to have it 
tranfported to Mefhed, along with the 
brazen gates of the Madreffah [J or col- 
lege adjoining to the tomb. Ltitf Aly en- 
lifted the Uzbecks, and alfo brought along 
with him to Mefhed, the tomb-ftone and 
gates : but in digging up the ftone, it 
was broken into four pieces. As I was 
acquainted with the perfon who had the 
management of this bufinefs, I obtained 
a piece of the ftone, which I brought with 
me into Hindoftan to fhow to my friends. 
How wonderful are the viciffitudes of hu- 
man affairs, which the Almighty caufes 
to happen for the inftrudtion of man- 
kind ! There was a time, when Ameer 

* 0 ^^ t • — Csf 

Timour 
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Timour * governed with abfolute fway,- 
and in order to intimidate and humiliate 
the Emperor of Room f, fent him the 
following threat : “ I will give up Room 
“ to the plunder of the Turks t j and 
“ will tranfport the foil of this kingdom 
“ to Turan.” And accordingly after the 
conqueft of Room, forty camels were 
loaded -with the earth of Conftantinople, 
which was carried to Samarcand. When 
death bereft him of his worldly endow- 
ments, a. flab of ft one was fufficient to- 
co ver him ; and even this was broken in- 
to duft. 

The eye which feeketh for inJlruMion , why 

- looketh it not into the palaces of kings. 
To behold what they have fuff, ered from the 

- Ravages of time ? 

The Spider is. become the chamberlain at’ 
5 - the door of Kkitfro [| ; 

* j * improperly called Tamerlafte by Euro- ' 
pean authors. d ^3 j The Turkilh Empire. 4 
Tfee Tarcomaas. . ..{( 5 /^ A King of Perfia. 


The 
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The Owl keepeth watch in the tower of AJ~ 

rqfiab *; 

Nadir Shah had conferred upon Tho- 
mas Khan Jelayer, the government of 
Cabul, Peifhorei Ghuzneen; and Sind* 
&c. provinces which he had difmem- 
bered from the empire of Hindoftan. 
When he took his leave to depart, Nadir 
Shah commanded him to conquer Bedak- 
lhan before he went to Cabul ; and know- 
ing him to be of a cruel difpofition, told 
him that the people of Hindoftan were 
very fenfible of injuries, and could not 
even bear ill language ; and therefore he 
advifed him inftead of feverity, to adopt 
lenient and conciliating meafures. He 
implicitly followed his orders in conquer- 
ing and defolating Bedakfhan f ; but be- 
ing incapable of exercifing humanity, hd 
neglefted that part of his mftruCtions, 
and governed in Hindoftan with the uU 
moft tyranny and opprelhon. Tharrias 
Khan was fhort in ftature, corpulent, and 

* A King of Turan, who conquered Iran, 

and w*» expelled and killed by Kai Khofru., ’f’ 

ill 
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ill formed, of a dark complexion, witfr 
a moft deteflable countenance j his fkin 
hung in plaits like the hide of a rhino?- 
ceros ; and his head and neck were only 
fit to be cut afunder. On the contrary, 
Nadir Shah was tall, had a beautilul com- 
plexion of red and white, with a fine 
animated countenance. I have brought 
thefe two portraits together, in order to 
fliew, that nature had not defigned Nadir 
Shah for a tyrant ; as well as to exempli- 
fy an obfervation of Moullevy Room *, 
who fays, that abfolute vice does not 
exift, but that every one is Lad only by 
comparifon. 

Nadir Shah fent Mohammed Huffein f 
to the King of Turan, defiring that out 
of friendlhip, he would command the 
Kandahar captives to be collected toge- 
ther from all quarters of his kingdom, 
and fent to Iran. Although Abulfiez 
Khan, in compliance with the requeft of 
Nadir Shah, ufed all his endeavours to 

® f } The author of the Mofnevy. 

f ' ~ , _ .y 
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collect together the natives of Khorafan 4 
who had been made prifoners at different 
times, yet many from having formed, 
connexions in Bokhara, refufed to leave 
the country ; and others were deterred 
from returning to Iran, by the accounts 
which they heard of the defolated ftate 
thereof ; whilfl the few who from being 
diffatisfied with their matters, went back 
to their native country, had very fooQ 
reafon to repejit of their folly. 

Naffirullah Mirza wrote to Nadir Shah,, 
that during the night, a cheft of necef-. 
faries belonging to the Hakeem Babiy had 
been ftolen; and that he was reftrained 
from infliXing punifhment in order to 
difcover the thief, by the intreaty of the 
Hakeem Balhy, who was apprehenfive left 
any innocent perfon fliould fuffer from 
fufpicion. Nadir Shah laughed at the 
Hakeem Bafhy’s fcrupuloufnefs, but or- 
dered Naffirullah to comply with his hu- 
mour, and to make good his lofs from 
the public treafury. 


Nadir 
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Nadir Shah marches from Bo- 
khara. He gains a victory over 
the Turkomans. Some other 
events during his flay in Kho~ 
VAREZM. 

N ADIR SHAH’s fpies came with 
intelligence, that a large army of 
Turkomans *, were advancing to attack 
him. Whilft he was reflecting hereon, 
the Kerawels + brought him word, that 
feme of his foldiers who had gone into 
the difkmt villages to plunder wood and 
ftraw, had been taken prifoners by the 
Turkomans ; and that from fome who had 
efcaped, had been learnt the ftrength of 
the Khovarezm army. 

Alarmed at thefe advices, he immedi- 
ately confirmed Abulfiez Khan King of 
Mawerulnehr, upon which occafion he 
prefented him with a crown fet with 
ftones of confiderable value, together with 

* + Jif a Herald. 

H a .mag- 
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a magnificent drefs, three elephants, and 
a horfe richly caparifoned. 

Immediately after the above ceremo- 
nies were over, he marched for Chaijoo j 
being greatly alarmed left the Turko- 
mans ihould feize the bridge, and the 
boats loaded with grain, which would 
have reduced him to great diftrefs. 

After a raoft fatiguing march, he ar- 
rived at Charjoo, and there made public 
thankfgiving to God. The next day 
the Turkomans, who had come by an- 
other road with intention to have deftroy- 
ed the boats, arrived alfo at Charjoo, and 
were aftoniftied to find themfelves pre- 
vented in their firft defign : they, how- 
ever, immediately made preparations for 
an engagement. Nadir Shah mounted 
his horfe, and drew up his troops in bat- 
tle array. A violent conflict enfued, and 
during the action, the Turkomans having 
pofTefTed themfelves of the ground be- 
tween the river Gihoon and the Perfian 
army, the Kezlebafhes being greatly dif- 
ireffed for water, were nearly routed. 

As 
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As foon as Nadir Shall heard that there 
was a fcarcity of water, he lent for the 
two Sucka Bafhees and for their negli- 
gence ordered their ears to be cut off. 
Then galloping in the front of the line, 
he upbraided his officers for their back- 
wardnefs, and bid them prepare for an- 
other attack. The army, animated by his 
example, forgot their, third ; and ruffl- 
ing on with united fury, the Turko- 
mans were totally routed, and fled to- 
wards Khovarezm. The troops being 
greatly fatigued, Nadir Shah did not 
think proper to purfue the fugitives 1 
but returned to his camp. Three days 
after the a&ion, he lent off Reza Kuly 
Mirza to Melhed, with all the fuper- 
fluous baggage, and the wounded men. 

He now wrote to the governor of 
Meru Shahjan f , informing him that after 
the conqueft of Khozarezm, he fhould 

1 i w . 

An officer whofe bufinefs it is to fee 
that the camp is fupplied with water, which is brought in 

Mnu . t s 

H 2 



march 


5 2 THE MEMOIRS OF 


march by the way of Merit and Kelat * 
to Melhed f . That from the river Gi- 
hoon to the borders of Meru being a 
fandy defert, the army could not march 
more than eleven farfangs a day, fo that 
it would take them up four days to go 
from Charjoo to Meru. That for the 
firft day s march they would carry fuffi- 
cient water from the Gihoon. That al- 
though at the fecond ftage there is a large 
lake 'Called Abiffar j, yet for fear it fhould 
not be fufficient for fo large an army, the 
governor of Meru Ihould order about 
thirty Baghleyeh || wells to be funk there. 
The well called Baghleyeh, and which is 
ufed in all fandy foils, is made after the 
following manner. According to the dia- 
meter of the well, they fmk a frame of 
wood, huffed with ftraw and grafs, to 
line the inlide of the well, and prevent 
the fand from falling into it. At the 
third ftage he ordered him to make eigh- 
ty wells of this kind. For the fourth 
day, he was ordered to dig a large refer- 
voir, and to fupply it with water, by 
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making a canal three farfangs in length 
from the river of Mem. This laft ftage 
was fifteen farfangs. 

The day after Nadir Shah had dis- 
patched. thefe orders to the governor of 
Meru, he commanded Mehdy Khan alfo 
to dired him to make a great number of 
water bags for camels and mules, and to 
borrow as many more as he could find ; 
which were to be filled with water at the 
new refervoir, and fent on five farfangs, 
that the men might be able to allay their 
thirl! on the march. The governor of 
Meru pundually executed thefe feveral 
commands. 

I now return to fpeak fomething of the 
country about Charjoo, where the army 
halted fome days. On the weft is the fandy 
defert now defcribed; on the fouth, at the 
diftance of twelve days journey, is Balkh ; 
on the north, at the diftance of eight days 
journey, are the borders of Khovarezm, 
inhabited by the Uzbecks *5 the river Gi- 

* J-h 1 

boon 



a 4 


the memoirs of 


lioon bounds it on the eaft, on whole op- 
pofite banks is the territory of Bokhara. 
This river runs from fouth to north, and 
is narrower at Charjoo than at Balkh ; on 
the borders of Khovarezm it is not half 
fo broad, and is there fordable during the 
winter. The reafon of its being fo {hal- 
low, is the number of canals that are dug 
from it, and in the Deflit Kipchack *, and 
Kereh Kilpack +, it is entirely expended 
in watering the fields ; and if at any time 
the water fwells beyond the banks, it is 
abforbed by the fand. Some ancient au- 
thors have falfely aflerted, that the excefs 
flows into the lake of Khovarezm J. The 
river Sihoon JJ (or Cydnus) which is on 
the eaft of Mawerulnehr, flows from the 
north of Khojend §, and Benagut com- 
monly called Talhkend ft, from whence 
it runs towards Turkeftan ££, and like the 
Gihoon is loft in the fands. At prefent, 
the Sihoon is called the river of Khojend, 
and alfo the river of Shafh j|||. One rea- 

* (J + (j 'ey + f *s/, 

1 o*' s# ++^; 

tt cjt-C III 

fon 



KHOJEH ABDULKURREEM. 55 
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Ton for my mentioning thefe particulars,, is 
to {hew that the large canals which are 
dug from thefe two rivers, are carried 
different ways, and fo far from extending 
to Mazenderan, as fome authors pretend, 
do not even reach to the lake of Khova- 
rezm. The above information I obtain- 
ed from fome of the principal inhabitants 
of thefe countries. Another reafon for 
my making this remark is, that the Sind *, 
the Ganges t, the Euphrates J, the Ti- 
gris jj, and other large rivers which I have 
feen, difcharge themfelves into the fea; 
and on the contrary, the water of the 
Gihoon and Sihoon, is entirely expended 
in cultivation. On the eaft of the Gihoon 
is the territory of Mawerulnehr, compriz- 
ing Bokhara, Samarcand, Tafhkend, Hif- 
far Shadman §, Eifh or Sher-Sebz ft, 
Nekhfheb jj, now called Kerfhee |||j, &c. 
The water of the Gihoon, like that of the 
Euphrates, and Ganges, is very whole- 
fome. On the weft of the Gihoon is 
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K-horafan, of which Balkh is a depen- 
dency. 

Abulhaffan Beg, the officer who had 
charge of the boats, reprefen ted to Nadir 
Shah, that, if the grain was left expofed 
to the weather it -would be entirely fpoilt, 
and that he could not procure a fufficient 
number of facks to contain it. After 
fome deliberation, Nadir Shah a Iked the. 
K-hanfaman *, what quantity was remain- 
ing of the clothes that had been brought 
from Iran to camp for fale ; who anfwer- 
ed, that there were left fifteen thoufand 
jackets and twelve thoufand pair of long 1 
drawers. Nadir Shah ordered them all 
to be delivered over to the fuperinten- 
dent of the boats, to be filled with grain. 
This proved a moft fortunate event, as I 
am now going to relate. After the vic- 
tory over the Uzbecks, they had formed 
a defign of burning the boats, and had 
fent fpies to bring them intelligence. 
Thefe coming in the night, and feeing 
the clothes fluffed with grain, concluded 

* The Steward of the houfehold, 

they 
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they were men guarding the boats, and 
computed their number at about a thou- 
sand ; and at the fame time obferving fix 
thoufand cavalry encamped on the bank 
of the river, they returned with fuch a 
report, as deterred the Uzbecks from their 
intended enterprize; and which if they 
had undertaken, they would inevitably 
have deftroyed all the boats, when the 
army muft have perilhed by famine. 

After the departure of Reza Kuly Mir- 
za, Nadir Shah made the proper difpofi- 
tions for his march to Khovarezm. The 
road being chiefly through wilds, and 
thickets, he was apprehenfive that the 
Uzbecks, from their knowledge of the 
country, might lie in ambuili, and fur- 
prize him upon the road; he therefore 
did not think it prudent to march with- 
out order, as is the ufuai pra6lice. He 
accordingly formed four divifions, one of 
which marched before, and another fol- 
lowed the baggage, whilft two other fqua- 
drons flanked the whole with long lines. 
If any one fuffered his horfe to move out of 
the ranks, the Nufluckchee Balhy beat his 

I head 
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head againft the pummel of his faddle* 
Strift orders were given to the troops, 
that if a party of Uzbecks fhould appear, 
not to quit the order of march, but 
only annoy them with fire-arms, till either 
they were fupported by the Fouj Turreh *, 
or the Shah himfelf came up. Several 
times the Uzbecks appeared, but feeing 
the troops firm and compa£t in their ranks 
like a wall, they retired in defpair. The 
commandant of artillery, with fix thoufand 
cavalry, was appointed to march along 
the fide of the river, to protect the boats 
loaded with grain and the guns. A de- 
tached body was ordered to gain intelli- 
gence of the roads, and to haften to the 
relief of any quarter that fhould be at- 
tacked. 


* 




This fcems to rcfemble our piquet* 


Nadir 
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Nadir Shah marches to Kho- 
varezm. 

I ' N the middle of the month of Shaban, 
Nadir Shah marched from Gharjoo, in 
the order defcribed above. And farther 
to provide againft any furprize from the 
enemy, he gave pofitive orders, that no 
one fhould move before funrife; by which 
means, as the army could only proceed 
flowly in a body, they were nine hours 
marching three farfangs, and there was 
fuch an intolerable cloud of dull, that you 
could not diftinguifh a perfon clofe to 
you, but by his voice. Many were in con- 
fequence afflifted with diforders in their 
eyes. 

After marching through the uninha- 
bited part of the country, the army arriv- 
ed at Fiteneh *, the firft village in Kho- 
varezm. The inhabitants, in order to dif- 
trefs the Perfian army, had carried all 
their grain into the fort, and burnt the 

v» .% 
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grafs. The Perfians, in revenge, fet fire 
to the village, and reduced every houfe 
to allies ; afierting that there was no 
crime in retaliation. The fourth day, af- 
ter getting through the pafs of Fiteneh, 
the army encamped near the fort of Ha- 
zara fp *. The fort was invefted by the 
whole army, and for two days there was an 
inceffant cannonade : but on our approach, 
the enemy had filled the ditch with wa- 
ter, which being unfordable, and over- 
grown with reeds, it was impoffible to 
ftorm the place; and the artillery could 
not be brought near enough to do any exe- 
cution. At this juncture, Nadir Shah’s 
fpies brought him intelligence, that libers 
Khan t, King of Khovarezm, and Mo- 
hammed Aly Oufhack J, the comman- 
dant of his army, together with their fa- 
milies and valuable effe£ts, had thrown 
themfelves into the fort of Jieyook jj, 
where they intended to wait the fate of 
Hazarafp j refolved, if the Perfians con- ■ 
quered that place, to fly to Kereh Kil- 
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pack, whither it would be- difficult for 
cavalry to follow them even in the fpring, 
and during the winter abfolutely impof- 
lible. Nadir Shah called a council of his 
moil experienced officers, who delivered 
their refpeclive fentiments on the occa- 
fion, upon which he deliberated, and then 
formed his own refolution. He ordered 
a detachment of four thoufand chofen 
men, to proceed immediately to the liege 
of Jieyook ; and Abulhaflan Beg, the clerk 
of the markets, was directed to fpread a 
report amongft the foldiers, that on ac- 
count of the feverity of the cold, Nadir 
Shah had determined to fet out the next 
morning for Khorafan. The next day 
when he broke up his camp, and began 
his march, the garrifon of Hazarafp came 
out of the fort, and rallied the rear of 
the army, telling them, that the redudlion 
of Hazarafp was not fo eafy a matter as 
the conquelt of Hindoftan. When they 
had continued thefe infults for fome time, 
they re-entered the fort. 

When libers Khan received intelli- 
gence, that the detachment of four thou- 
*■ .. fand 
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{and cavalry were advancing by quick 
inarches to the liege of Jieyook, he faw it 
would be impoflible to efcape, and there- 
fore made preparation to give them bat- 
tle. They came to an engagement, in 
which, after great daughter on both lides, 
viflory inclined towards the Turkomans ; 
but when the Perlians were nearly routed. 
Nadir Shah came to their relief at the 
head of feven thoufand cavalry. libers 
Khan and his troops, were now driven 
back into the fort. Mohammed Aly, his 
general, left his family in the fort, and 
fled towards Kereh Kilpack, and although 
clofely purfued made his efcape. 

When the remainder of the army join- 
ed Nadir Shah, he ordered the comman- 
dant of artillery to lay liege to the fort. 
A brilk cannonade was maintained on 
both fides for live days; when libers Khan 
being deferted by many of his men, and 
feeing the baftions demolilhed, thought it 
moll prudent to furrender at difcretion. 
Himfelf, his children, and many of his 
principal dependents, were ordered into 
cuftody. , The Turkomans, in their fre- 
quent 
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quent depredatory incurfions on the bor- 
ders of Khorafan, had made prifoners 
men, women, and children j fo that every 
family had numbers of thefe haves, who 
were employed in tillage, and in digging 
canals from the Gihoon to different parts 
of the country. Some of them who had 
been carried away in their infancy were 
now fixty years old, and the long change- 
of climate and the manner of living, had 
abfolutely altered their features, fo that 
you could hardly diftinguifh them from ■ 
the natives. 

The day after the furrender of Jieyook, 
libers Khan was commanded to collecl 
together thefe captives from all parts of. 
his kingdom, and in the courfe of ten or . 
twelve days, feven thoufand men and wo- 
men were affembled in the Perfian camp. 
The way that I came to know their exa& 
number was, that when Nadir Shah or- 
dered every one of them a donation of 
ten rupees of Hindoftan, the Nazir *, de- 
iired me to be prefent, to fee that the 

^ * * j ♦ ^ 

jb a Superintendant. 
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money was duly diftributed. After they 
had received this donation, Nadir Shah 
commanded that they fhould be fent to 
Khorafan, and maintained on the road 
at the expence of government. But like 
the captives in Bokhara, many who had 
formed connexions in Khovarezm, and 
others who w r ere alarmed at the accounts 
which they heard of Iran, returned on 
the road ; others died on the way, from 
the feverity of the cold, and the want of 
neceffaries ; and the reft, ' when they ar- 
rived at Khorafan, heartily repented of 
their journey. 

Koha Kuly *, the Jarchee Bafhy f, was 
commanded to feize feven thoufand men 
and women of Khovarezm, and fend them 
the neareft way through the defect to 
Mowloodgah j, there to experience all 
the hardthips of flavery, after having en- 
joyed the happinefs of freedom ; and from 
this time the name of Mowloodgah was 
ordered to be changed to Jeiyookabad |j, 

+ The chief Herald. 
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becaufe that the captives were chiefly 
natives of that city. A defcription of 
Mowloodgah fhall be given in its propel 
place. 

Although the expedition had cod Na* 
dir Shah great labour and expence, with- 
out the fmalled advantage in return, he 
was neverthelefs very proud of this con- 
queft, and gave many public entertain-* 
ments on the occafionj of which libers 
Khan and his family, had the mortifica- 
tion to be fpedfators. 

The mod flourilhing cities in Khova- 
rezm are Urkenj *, Jieyook, and Haza- 
rafp. 

N otwithdan ding Nadir Shah was very 
illiterate and tyrannical, yet whenever he 
gained a vidtory, he attributed his good 
fortune to the power of heaven, and 
never failed to offer up public thanks- 
giving for it. And it is to this piety, 
"that we muft afcribe his great fuccefs* 
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On the ether band, ferae of his officers 
vaffily boafted, that thefe victories were: 
folely* ihe fruits of their valour, which 
preemption drew on them the divine 
vengeance, and terminated in their def- 
fcru&ion in the manner Following. 

After the conquefi of the fort of Jie- 
yook, Nadir Shah by beat of drum, pro- 
hibited the foldiers from molefting the 
inhabitants. The Kezlebafhes, regard- 
lefs of thefe orders, and thinking to find 
this place full of money and jewels like 
Shahjehanabad, began to plunder ; but 
after great fearch, could difeover nothing 
but grain, and fome furs. As foon as in- 
telligence hereof was brought to Nadir 
Shah, he fent a party to feize the offen- 
ders, and bring them before him. All 
the officers amongft them from the com- 
mander of a thoufand, to a Debafhy *, 
he ordered to be beheaded in his prefence, 
and the private foldiers he difmiffed with 
the lofs of their ears and xlofes. The exe- 
cution lulled till funfet, when he com- 

t* , 

A Commander of Ten* 

manded 
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mantled the beadlefs trunks, with their 
arms, to be carried to the main guard, 
by which way every one palled, and there 
to lie expofed for two days as an exam- 
ple to others. I was prefent the whole 
time, and faw the wonderful hand of 
God, which employs fuch inftruments 
for the execution of his divine vengeance. 
Although not one of the executioners 
was fatisfied with Nadir Shah, yet no bo-,- 
dy dared to difobey his commands 5 a fa- 
ther beheaded his fon, and a brother a 
brother, and yet prefumed notto complain. 

■ A few days after the above-mentioned 
public execution, libers Khan was deli- 
vered from the miferies of this perilhable 
world, by being privately ftrangled. His 
wives, children, and other relations, were 
made prifoners. 

I frequently vilited the places in the 
neighbourhood of Khovarezm, but there 
are not any buildings worth noticing. 
The climate is very healthy, which ap- 
pears from the robuft make, and hearty 
confutations of the natives, 

K 2 


Nadir 
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Nadir Shah marches to Kho 
rasan by the road of Meru 
Shajan. 

A FTER having fettled affairs in Kho- 
varezm, Nadir Shah conferred that 
kingdom upon Mohammed Tahir Khan *, 
a defcendant, of Chingez Khan +. He 
then marched back again to Charjoo, 
amidff a violent fall of fnow. 

At Charjoo he repudiated his new wife, 
the filler of Abulfiez Khan, and fent her 
back to her brother with a confiderable 
fum of money, a quantity of jewels, and a 
female elephant. The daughter of Abul- 
fiez Khan being young and beautiful, Aly 
Kuly Khan, her hufiband, took her, with 
him to Iran. 

The army halted feme days at Char- 
joo j and then proceeded through the de~ 
fert, which I have already defcribed, to 


Mem 
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Mem Shajan ; and after a moll fatiguing 
march encamped near that city. Many 
of the Afghans of Youfef Zei, being un- 
provided with horfes and neceflaries, died 
on the march through this defert. 

Meru appears from its ruins to have 
been a fine city; but is at p relent in the' 
fame date as Herat. It was the capital 
of Sultan Sanjir *, celebrated by the poet 
Nezami t. This defert is the boundary 
of Meru and Bokhara; as well as of 
Balkh and Herat, 

The weather was intenfely cold; but 
Nadir Shah remained only ten days at 
Meru, and then marched to his native 
country Kelat, Each of the principal 
men of this place brought him a lamb 
and a pair of woollen focks, and re- 
ceived in return dreffes and other pre- 
fents. It had hitherto been a rule, to 
enter in the accounts the prefents that 
were received of every denomination, but 
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lie now indirectly ordered this cuflom to 
be difcontinued. 


One day, Mirza Mohammed Ibrahim, 
Dewan of the houfehoid, reprefented to 
Nadir Shah, that according to his orders, 
many articles were purchafed in the mar- 
kets, but that every thing was twice as 
dear as it ought to be. He Trailed and 
faid, “ l am glad to give my country- 
“ men a good price ; pay them whatever 
f( they require,” 

The town of Kelat * is fur rounded by 
high mountains, fo perpendicular as to 
be absolutely inacceffible. On the fide of 
Meru is a large gate, where the guards 
examine every perfon who goes in or out. 
This leads to a pals fo narrow as to ad- 
mit only one horfeman at a time, and 
over which the mountains meet at the 
top, in a moft aftonifliing manner, form- 
ing a natural arch. The canal, upon 
which all the cultivation in Kelat de- 
pends, enters the town on the fide of 
Mefhed, and goes out through the pafs of 
* “ Ik" 


Meru. 
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Meru. At firft the courfe of this ilreant 
ran over a bed of limeftone which made 
it very nnv/holefome, but at the .com- 
mand of Nadir Shah, the governor Ma- 
hommed Ameen Beg *, altered fome part 
of the channel, and by avoiding the lime- 
quarry, the water is now exceedingly 
good. For this piece of fervice, he was 
highly rewarded. The other Kelat f, 
which is written differently from this J, is 
dependent upon Kandahar. In this ftrong 
fortrefs, Nadir Shah depclited all his 
jewels and treafure which he did not im- 
mediately want ; and then fet out for 
Mefhed, by the road of Mowloodgah. 
This place which gave birth to Nadir 
Sliah |j, and which was originally a vil- 
lage, is Situated between Kelat and A- 
biurd' On the fpot where he was bora 
a mofque is eredted, on the dome of 
which are placed three golden vafes one 
upon another, and at the top of all is 


•A* m 

4* The Kelat of Kandahar being written with 
and the other with 


; Mowloodgah, flgrifies ihc birth-place. 


fixed 


72 ’ THE MEMOIRS OF 

fixed a fcimitar of the fame metal, imply-* 
ing that the (word ilfued from hence. 
After thofe ornaments were completed# 
the architeft was confidering whether to 
infcribe upon the building the day of his 
birth or the prefent date, when Nadir 
Shah finding, faid, “ At the time of my 
,£ birth, there was not fo much gold in 
“ Kelat and Abiurd together; what then 
“ mull have been the date of my family 2 
“ therefore don’t hefitate about the mat- 
“ ter, but make ufe of the prefent date.” 
Here he alfo built a city upon the fame 
plan as Shahjehanabad, but about a 
fourth part of its fixe, and a canal runs 
through the market place. At firft it 
was called Mowloodgah, but for want of 
inhabitants it never rofe to any figure ; 
and when the captives were brought from 
Khovarezm to people it, the name was 
changed to Jieyookabad. 

Abiurd is a populous town. It is alfo 
called Bawerd *; the Alh Bawerdy f is a 
well-known difh. 

* , r * ,A - 

T a kind of foup slackened with flour. 

After 
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After halting nine days at Mowlood- 
gah, Nadir Shah marched amidfl a fall of 
fnow to Mefhed Mokeddes *, where he 
arrived on the 19th of Zulkeddah, A. H. 
1153 (or January the 24th, A. D. 1741.) 

I fhall now give a fummary account of 
the molt remarkable occurrences at Me- 
fhed. 

Nadir Shah being difpleafed with his 
eldeft fon Reza Kuly Mirza, but for 
what caufe I was not able to learn with 
certainty, ordered all his effects, to be 
confifcatcd, and lent him prifoner to the 
city of Tehran f. . ■ ■ ■ . ; 

Sefder Mohammed Khan J, the ambaf- 
iador from the court of Hiridoflan, waited 
upon Nadir Shah at Mefhed, with feme 
valuable prefents from Mohammed Shah, 
from Kuminereddeen Khan j|, the Grand 
Vizier, and many others of the Om- 

* Mefhed the holy. + 

J jj 

L rahs 
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ralis * of Hindoftan. He received a drefs* 
and a donation in money. 


K T adir Shah now commanded that the 
tombftotie of Timour, and the brazen 
gates fhould be fent back again to Samar- 
kand, and reftored to their proper places. 
The tranfportation backwards and for- 
wards, occasioned a very confiderable ex- 
pence. 

Meffied is not without its curiofities. 
The walls are formed of triangular baf- 
tions, which is certainly a good method 
of fortification, for when a baftion is at- 
tacked, the men flationed in thofe on 
each fide, can affift in its defence. The 
{urine of Imam Moufa Reza +, is in the 
centre of the city. The maufoleum is very 
lofty, has a large dome, and is finely or- 
namented. The mofque, and the offices 
belonging to it, are fpacious and well 
contrived. The great market was for- 


* I/d Omrah the plural of Ameer j ? I a Prince, or 
nobleman of the fir ft rank. 

f J I the eighth of the twelve Imams. ' , 

merly 
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merly in front of thefe buildings, but is 
siow within the enclofure, and has two 
large gates j a canal runs through the 
whole. The market on the well fide of 
the city, and where the royal palace is 
fituated, is called the upper ftreet, and 
the road through the eaflern market, is 
called the lower ftreet. The fhrine is 
furrounded by three fkreens of lattice 
work ; the outer one is of high tempered 
fteel, and is faid to have cofl more 
than if it had been made of pure filver ; 
the fecond fkreen is of pure gold j and 
the third, which immediately incompalfes 
the (hrine, is of fandal-wood. *■ The fto* 
ry which is commonly told in many 
countries, that the dome of the maufo- 
leum is conftru&ed of ingots of gold, is 
without foundation, it being only covered 
with gilt copper, like that of Zuffer . 
Khan’s at Shahjehanabad. Nadir Shah 
has repaired many of the old buildings, 
and built fome new ones. His own mau- 
foSeum is in the upper ftreet. When it 
was nearly finifhed, a facetious fellow wrote 
the following lines upon one of the walls. 

L 2 


There 
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There is not a Jong without your name-; 

The world, is full of you, xohilff your pro- 
per place is empty. 

At firft forae laughed at the joke, but 
afterwards perceiving the force of the 
fatirc, they were afraid that if it fhould 
come to the ears of Nadir Shah, he might 
order many to be put to death in revenge 
of the affront; and therefore the lines were 
carefully rubbed out. 

. The city of Thous *, is now in ruins, 
and its decay, has. evidently been occa- 
\ honed by the foundation of Mefhed, 
which is only four farfangs diftant. 

' The canal which runs through Me- 
ffhed, is very clear till it reaches the city* 
when it becomes muddy ; which circum- 
fjlance has occafioned many ftrokes of wit 
^gaiilfl'its inhabitants. 

S " ? ! * , , ‘ : v * 

/■ The empire of Iran f, has on the eaft 
5ind J, Cabul Mawerulnehr and 

+ c'h' t>' ijjtwrb* 

- - Khova- 
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Kliovarezm * ; on the weft, lie the territo- 
ries of Room f, and Sham J ; it is bound- 
ed on the north by Ruflia jj, Carcaffia 
and Defht Kipchak and on the fouth 
by the def'ert of Nejd ft. 

t X ^ |{ 

* # c n >: 


t (jj\p 
j 



Provincial 
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Provincial Divi/ion of Iran, 


Provinces,, Chief Cities . 

Herat. 

Mefhed. 

Meru Shay* 
jan. 

lj y, Meru ul roud, 
f fjr* Sebzwar. 

, • Tt hnva r^ j Niefhapoor. 

^/U|^Khorafan,< A R era b a d, 

Kojoon, 
Abiurd. 

C/y Toon * 

Beifb. 

yU-J Lunger, 


fv's 

gem. 


Irak A- 




Isfahan, 

£jlf Kerman. 
Kafhan. 

J Kom. 

flul Hatnadan. 
OH^l/K erman- 
fhahan. 

•tX^ Cazvin, 

Provinces. 
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Provinces. 


tj-Sj* Fars 


Chief Cities. 
Tehran. 

I j Rameen. 
Yezd. 

f'sP Shiraz. 
Jehram. 


\ Bunder A- 

\j ‘baffy. 


fs- C -Yebriz. 

| Gunjeh. 


Azerbi-J } Carabaugh. 

j an » | q ly^Nekhjewan. 

Irivan. 

^ U 5v i Ardebil. 


1 $ Shirvan. Shamakhi. 


lie L, Ga !t Balferowfh. 


0 [ \f G . iIan » a J fo r Refill. 
Jeelan. " Lahjan 
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Art Account of Nadir Shah’s ex- 
pedition againft Mazenderan. 

T HE army halted forty-two days at 
Meflied, and then during a heavy 
fnow fet out for Afterabad, by the road 
of Kojoon, another city of Khorafan. 
Some rain falling afterwards, the roads 
were fo deep, that the loaded camels 
were left behind flicking in the mud. In 
the pafs of Keramlee*, near a tenth part 
of the men with their baggage perifhed in 
the river. The rain having continued 
with great violence, a river, which ruhs 
between two mountains, was now fo fwell- 
ed, that it was hardly poffible to pafs it ; 
and it is fo ferpentine, like that in the 
Bungifhaut, that, in the courfe of the 
march, we were obliged to crofs it twen- 
ty-three times. The rain fell in torrents, 
provifions were fcarce, and the fatigues 
of the march fo infupportable, that every- 
one would have preferred death to the 
continuation of fuch an exigence. The 


fifteenth 
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fifteenth day, Nadir Shah crofted the river 
on an elephant, leaving the army to eii-* 
counter the deadly river, the noife of whole 
waves was as tremendous as the trumpet of 
Ifrafil*. However, compaffionating their 
fituation, he granted permiffion to thole ' 
who chofe it, to remain till the water fhould 
fubfide; but being diftitafce of all kinds of 
fupplies, they gave thetnfelves up for loft, 
and plunged their horfes into the river.' At 
every eroding, great numbers of men and 
cattle perifhed ; and a confiderable part 
of the Shah’s baggage was loft. After 
the officers and troops had crofted with 
great lols, it came to the turn of the 
camp followers. But the Almighty had 
mercy upon them, for the river fell fo 
fuddenly in the night, that before- the 
next noon they had all crofied the river. 
After palfing this river we arrived at Afr 
terabad. It is a very populous city, but 
• has not any remarkable buildings. 

After halting fix days at Afterabad, fbe 

* y* I The Angel who is to found the trum- 
pet at the day of Judgment. 

v, M. 


army 
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army began their march for Tehran, by 
the route of Mazenderan. I was told, 
that the road to Mazenderan was fo over- 
grown with trees and thickets, and the 
mire fo deep, that it was hardly paffable, 
till Shah Abbafs being very fond of tra- 
velling thither, . ordered the wood to be 
cleared away, and for the diftance of 
twelve days journey, had the road paved 
‘ with.-ftone-j .and, that he might not be in- 
incumbered ' with tents, buildings were 
crefted at every ftage. Thefe precautions 
were abfolutely neceffary, becaufe as in 
Bengal, here are periodical; rains. In 
the fame manner that jehangeer ufed 
to go to Cafhmeer with a fmall retinue, 
$hah Abbafs was wont to travel to Ma- 
zenderan. Afhreff, which is the fineft ci- 
ty of Mazenderan, is at the diftance of 
fix' farfangs from the Cafpian Sea *, and 
yeftat -night you can there diftinffty hear 
the murmur of the waves. The people 
of Afhreff call this fea, the fea of Kul- 
zum t, whereas the proper fea ofKulzum 
is in the Turkilh empire. Mount Sinai £ 

* y fj* i Ti °° r ‘ •. 

\ , is 
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is on its fliore, and it unites with the main 
ocean. The fea of Mazenderan is called 
in ancient books the fea of Abgooii *, 
and the fea of Kherz ; but it has no con- 
nexion with the ocean, being furround- 
ed with landj namely, by Mazenderan, 
Helhterkhan t, Herman Dilem || , Shir- 
vaa, and the territory of Kherz §, from 
whence, by this fea, Ihips bring furs to 
Iran. In length it is 275 farfangs, and 
in breadth 225 farfangs. The Defht Kip- 
chack is alfo faid to border upon it. It 
is more turbulent than the feas of Hind, 
Turkey, or Perlia, becaufe it is (hallow- 
er, and has no communication with the 
ocean. Of a truth this obfervation holds 
good in regard to men, for thofe of the 
deeped underllanding, are the lead; lo- 
quacious. The chief food of the inhabi- 
tants of Mazenderan is rice and eggs. 
The wheat of this country is intoxicating, 
efpecially to thofe who have never tailed 
the bread of Mazenderan, the Bang ** 


* + t O's 

^ J J? **** An intoxicating plant* 

M 3 



of 
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of Hindoftao, of the Affium * of Gaze- 
ropn +. The inhabitants fay, that it is 
only a particular fpecies, that grows a* 
mongft the reft, which has this property, 
and that upon its being feparated, the 
remainder has no fuch effect* Some pre- 
tend that it is occasioned by the wind 
called Semoom blowing over the fields j 

but this is only an idle ftory; for in Ara- 
bia the Semoom ripens the dates, but 
does not make them inebriating. The 
people of Iran tell many laughable ftories 
of the ftupidity of the natives of Mazen-* 
deran, and Lariftan {f, but thefe are mere- 
ly ftrokes of wit, for certainly they are 
not by any means deficient in under- 
ftanding. It is remarkable that in Hin- 
doftan, Calhmeer is ftiled Jennetnezeer 
and that in Iran, Mazenderan is called 
Jmmtnifhan*** both figntfying the refem- 
blance of Par adife> and that the natives of 
both kingdoms, abufe the poor inhabi- 


‘ Vulgarly called Opium. 


CJ)jj 


x 


4 * 

n 

i 


* fahry wind, which dcftroys travellers. 


tants 
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tants of their refpeftive Paradife ; but it 
is no wonder, for the friends of God are 
always defpifed in this world, and are 
therefore the dearer to him, 

. After halting . twelve days at Alhreff, 
Nadir Shah marched with the army to 
Tehran, through the jungle, over the 
caufeway of Shah Abbafs, It was his 
cuftom on a march, to be accompanied 
only by his Haram *, and the female 
rninftrels, who fung the whole way j the 
army marching on all lides at the diftance 
of about a mile ; but as in this narrow 
road the troops could not march on eN 
ther fide, two men took the opporto* 
nity of concealing therafelves in a thicket, 
where they lay in wait for him ; and as 
foon as they heard the noife of his horfes 
feet, rallied, out like lions on their prey. 
One of them difcharged a large arquebufs* 
the ball of which wounded Nadir Shah 
i.n the left hand, when he immediately 
flung himfelf from his horfe, that they 
might fuppofe him to be dead, and not 

f P or Scrag Ua« 


commit 
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commit any further violence ; and herein 
he fucceeded, for the aflaffins ran away, 
believing they had difpatched him. The 
women of the Haram fcreamed out, which 
alarming the minftrels who were coming 
after at fome diftance, they redoubled the 
cry, and the eunuchs fpread the alarm to 
the lervants behind, when they immedi- 
ately joined the Shah, and endeavoured to 
feize the aflaffins, but could difcover no 
traces of them, excepting a bullet that they 
had let fall upon the ground. From this 
day, Nadir Shah difcontinued travelling 
in courk *. The Omrahs were all in con- 
firmation, left fufpicion fhould fall upon 
any of them ; and three days after they 
feized two Afghans, whom they accufed 
of the crime. Nadir Shah, after an exa- 
mination, was convinced of their inno- 
cence, and upon difmiffing them ordered 
each a donation of 10 Tomans, or 200 
Rupees. He reproved their accufers, and 
told them not to moleft innocent men* 

lignifies prohibition, and is particularly applied 
to this manner of travelling, when every one is prohibit- 
ed from approaching the Seraglio* 

for 
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for that he knew very well who were his 
enemies. Some time after, it was difco- 
vered, that this attempt upon his life, 
had been made at the mitigation of his 
eldeft fon Reza Kuly Khan Mirza, and 
Abdullah Beg *, the fon of Mohammed 
Huflein Khan Cutchkar f, the Reward of 
the houfehold. After a long inveftiga- 
tion, both of them had their eyes plucked 
out, and were then committed to prifon. 
Many people believed this to have been, 
the judgment of God upon Reza Kuly, 
for the following piece of cruelty.. Dur- 
ing the tumult at Dehly, it was rumoured 
that Mohammed Shah had treacheroufly 
(lain Nadir Shah, upon which many of 
his people fled in the night, and fpread 
the report, till at length it reached Iran. 
Reza Kuly, the regent, was fo apprehen- 
five that the people, in revenge for his 
feverities, would expell him, and again 
acknowledge Shah Thamas J, that he 
fent people to murder that innocent mo- 
narch, and his fon Abbafs Mirza )[, who 

* , — t 

li 

. . . were 
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were imprifoned at Scbzwar. This bar* 
barity having been committed without 
the order of Nadir Shah, many believed 
that he now fuffered in retaliation of his 
crime. 

Onthe 24th of Rubby ol Awwel, A. H, 
1154 (or May 28th, A. D. 1741), Nadir 
Shah arrived at Cazvin. Every houfe in 
this city has an aquedudt in the ground 
floor, fome of which are three, and others 
eleven yards in depth. Shah Abbafs, 
by means of a fubterraneous aquedudl, 
brought water to this place, and it runs 
through the principal market in a fmall 
canal. The people of Iran are wonder* 
fully fond of aquedu&s. 


A Deputation 
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A Deputation concerning a verfe of 
the Koran, on which occafion 
Nadir Shah gives orders for 
the Pentateuch and Gospel 
to be tranjlated into the Perfan 
Language, 

W HILE Nadir Shah was engaged in 
the expedition againft Turan, 
there happened a converfation concern- 
ing the diverfity of religious fefcls, in. 
which the following verfe of the Koran 
was introduced, “ Mohammed is the 
“ Apoftle of God ; and thofe who are 
“ with him a.re fierce againft the unbelie- 
“ vers, but compaffionate towards one an- 
“ other. Thou mayeft fee them bowing 
4 ‘ down, proftrate, feeking a recompenfe 
“ from God, and his good will. Their- 
“ figns are in their faces, being marks 
“ of frequent proftration. This is their 
u defcription in the Pentateuch *, and in 
“ theGofpelf,” Nadir Shall required the 

* Tovjriit. f fgzf Enjeel. 

N expofi- 
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expofition thereof from the head Moul- 
Ia who anfwered, that the fe£t of the 
Schiias f , apply it fqlely to Aly ; whilft 
the Sunnies j maintain that it is meant 
to defcribe all the four fir ft Khalifs, there 
being a diftinft chara&er for each. Nadir 
Shah then alked, whether the Pentateuch 
and Gofpel were now in ?xiftence ? and 
being anfwered in the affirmative, he was 
refoived to decide the queftion by the 
heavenly books |J j and accordingly or- 
dered Mirza Mehdy Isfahany § to repair 
to the Jews and Chriftians, and obtain by 
their means Perfian tranflations of both 
thofe books. Murza Mehdy immediately 
undertook a fea voyage; and from the 
dread of Nadir Shah’s difpleafure, labour- 
ed day and night to accomplifh his er~ 

* ft a Moulla is a perfon learned in the Mohamipedaij 
law. + The fed of Aljr. • % 

Thofe who acknowledge as lawful the fucccfhon of Abu* 
beker, Omar, Othman, and A ly* 

(i Sema^y* So the Mohammedan# 

call the fcriptures, and reckon the Koran one of them* 
The/ fa/ we have altered and corrupted thofe in our 
pofTeffion. 

* rand*, 
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rand,.' ■•Whilft Nddir Shah was at Cazvin, 
I Was prefent whea.Mirza Mehdy arrive 
led*:.- attended by feven men learned in 
both books j and prefented to him it Per- 
lianVerfidn of each. His mind being then 
totally engaged with the preparations for 
the war in Daghiftan *, lie deferred . the 
deputation till his return from that expe- 
d it ion. He them .called an afferobly.of 
the Moullas of both lefts, at which the 
learned in the Pentateuch and Gofpel 
Were ordered to be prefent, to give .tefti- 
inOny to the truth. .' After a long difpu- 
tation, the '.Schiias 'were vanquiffied,. and 
the dodtrine of the ; Sunni® Was . .pro- 
nounced to be i prthodox:. -■ Adetlhrateojoj 
to that effedt was drawn dp, and all who: 
Were prefent affixed their feals to it,, and 
copies thereof were lent , to all quarters* 
In Hindoftan it was circulated by Zakaiaa. 
Khan, the Soobahdar of Lahoor, who was 
in the favour of both motiarchs. This 
decilion, was evidently a broke of policy, 
and not matter of convidtion ; being prin- 
cipally defigned to gain the good will of 

* 

N 2 


the 
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the .Sunnies of the : Turkifh empire, who 
are fo tenacious of their religious tenets, 
that their ecclefiaftics' are able to. expel 
any Prince .who offends again!! the 'divine 
law, add to raife another to the throne 
who will be obedient thereto. However 
they were not deceived by this artifice, 
and fo far from becoming his friends, 
were unanimous in declaring war againft 

him; ‘ 

: \ • ' . , ' ’ ’ " ; ‘ I v . ' . ' ‘ 4 

Nadin Shah, during his expedition in 
Hindoftan, laboured under a,- dropfieal 
complaint, and .having heard ; great enco^ 
miutns beftowedr tipon the Ha- 

keem AHavee Kb.an. % he prevailed; upon 
Mm to leave Deldy, under an engage- 
ment, that after effe&ing the cure,, he 
Ihould have permiffion to make the pil- 
grimage of Mecca. . ' • ! 

. Nadir Shah always careffed- him be- 
yond any other of his court, .infomuch 
that fometimes the Princes, his. fons, would 
be. Handing withoutfi.de of the tent in. the 
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tiaow, whiMt he alone was in company 
with* their, father. 1 In order that he might 
travel with, the greater eafe, ■ Nadir ' Shah 
font him* his- *hwn T ukhtrewan *. , Hesuh- 
ways partook- of whatever the Shah ate or 
drank, and in every other refpebt aM pof- 
fible attention was {hewn him. With, the 
affiftan.ce of God, he performed a radical 
cure, without haviaag laid: Nadir . Shah 
under; any reftraint of. regimen; and he 
now* allied permiffion to take his leave, 
according to promife. Nadir Shah foe- 
mg -very unwilling to- part with him, en- 
deavoured to detain him by profeflions 
of friend (hip, and new acts of kindnefs ; 
but the Hakeem Baflxy being, of . an mi- 
table difpolkion, . couM not bear the. de- 
lay, and at faft broke out in the- follow^. 
ing exclamation. “To retain a phyfL- 
“ cian contrary to his inclination, can 
“ tend to no goody and may be produc- 
“ tive of evil.” Nadir Shah convinced that 
it would be impollible to prevail upon him 
£0 ftay any longer, at lad confented to his 
departure. 

" 0 lice rally a moving throat , 3 royal litter. 

The 
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The finful author of thefe pages, who 
from his great defire to make the !pil- 
grimage of Mecca, - and to vifit the holy 
ftiriiifes, had entered into the fervice of 
Nadir .Shah, obtained permiffion to ac- 
company the Hakeem Bafliy to Hijaz^ 
Nadir Shah was then on his march from 
Cazvin, on an expedition againft the tribe 
of Lezekee * of Daghiftan, who fome time 
before in an engagement had killed his 
brother Ibrahim Khan f . Being a brave 
and .gallant nation, they fortified their 
paffes, and made other preparations to 
repel the attack. 

By the divine Favour I now took my 
leave of Nadir Shah, and carrying all 
my property along with me, fet out for 
Mecca. . 

* 


The 
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The Author's Journey from Cazvin 
. to Baghdad. 

O N the 16th of the month of Rebby 
ul Sany, A. H. 1154, or A. D. 1741, 
I fat out from Cazvin along with Allavee 
Khan the Hakeem Bafhy j and as Nadir 
Shah had iffued orders , to the governors 
of the provinces through which he paf- 
fed, to pay him particular attention, we 
were well accommodated at every ftage 
of our journey. 


From Cazvin * to Hamadan +, is fe- 
ven days journey. At the diftance of a 
farfang from Hamadan, is the mountain 
of Alwend which for beauty may vie 
with the mountains of Cafhmeer; and the 
pafs through it is faid to meafure twelve 
farfangs. In the city of Hamadan is the 
tomb of Sheikh Abu Ali Sina j[, all in 
ruins. In the fuburbs is the maufoleum 
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called Goombed Alweean *, where are 
interred many of the relations of Meer 
Syed Aly Hamadatiy f Under the pave- 
ment of the maufoleum are fpacious 
vaults containing the tombs. The de~. 
{cent to thofe catacombs is fo contrived 
as to be entirely hidden when the pave-* 
ment is laid down. During the reigns of 
the Khalifs of the houfe of Ommiah, 
the family of Aly were obliged to. con- 
ceal their dead, as their furious perfecu- 
tors would not . fuffer even the bones of 
a Syed, to reft in peace. How wonderful 
is the power of God ! the Chriftians regard 
as a holy relick the hoof of the Meffiah’s 
afs ; whilft the Mohammedans perfecutc 
in this manner, the pofterity of their pro- 
phet. Here is alio fhewn a large build- 
ing, faid to be the tomb of Judah, the fon 
of Jacob J. 

From Hamadan we proceeded to 
Tous [} and Sirkan 

»» **• 

t 'r'jfy.O'Jbj tfi li S eft's* 

On 


l 
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On the 2 2d we alighted at a caravan-* 
ferai, at the foot of the mountain of Bey- 
f toon *. It is aftonifhing to fee the 
apartments, with arched doors, and win- 
dows, and the refervoirs that are exca- 
vated in this mountain ; alfo the llatues 
of Khufro and Shireen + are of workman- 
fhip greatly excelling the fculptures that 
I have feen in the gardens of Dara She- 
kouh at Lahoor, and are faid to furpafs 
any thing of the kind that is to be found 
in Conftantinople. 

The 25th we arrived at Kermanfha- 
han J, the inhabitants of which are chiefly 
of the Goordzengteh ||. At the diftance 
of half a farfang from the city, is the fa- 
mous mountain of Talc Buftan §. Out 
of the mountain is cut an arch large 
enough to admit two elephants abreafl, 
in the middle of which is the ftatue of 
Khufro on horfeback larger than life; 
and on the roof of the arch, as well as 
on other parts of the mountain, are car- 

1 

O ved 
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ved in relievo, the figures of birds and 
beafts. From Tak Buftan to Madain *, 
which was the capital of Noufhirvan fi, 
and Khufro J, are feven ftages. When 
we had fatisfied our curiofity at Kerman- 
fhahan, we purfued our journey ; and af- 
ter refting at Chefmeh Aly j|, and Chef- 
meh Kember §, on the fourth day, reach- 
ed the village of Gilanick **', the extre- 
mity of Iran Ft. This village is fituated 
at the foot of a very large mountain, 
called Allah Akber J j. The road from 
Hamadan to Gilanick is very mountain- 
ous, and in the winter is covered with 
fnow ; but from hence to Baghdad ||||, the 
country is a perfect fiat, and the climate 
fo hot, that there are never any falls of 
fnow. At Gilanick, Nadir Shah has 
built a flrong fort, which is well garri- 
foned. From Gilanick you pafs over 
a defert, through the middle of which 
runs a river, which is now confidered as 

* ^ X 3 j — * 
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the boundary between the empires of 
Turkey and Perfia ; but till the time of 
JNIadir Shah the mountain of Allah Akber 
was reckoned the limit. During the de- 
cline of the Seffevian race, the Turks had 
encroached as far as Kermanfhahan. The 
firft ftage is over this defert ; our fecond 
ftage was Behroze *, the third Belad- 
roud f j and on the fourth day we arrived 
at Baghdad. Ahmed Pallia j, the gover- 
nor of Baghdad, fent out a perfon of rank 
to condufcl us to the city, and during 
our {lay we were treated with very great 
refpeft and attention. 

The new city of Baghdad is very po- 
pulous, and fo extenfive as to contain a 
great deal of arable land. It is fituated 
on the eaft fide of the river Tigris j|, and 
the old city is on the oppofite bank. 
The latter is in a ruinous hate, and with- 
out any fortifications j but new Baghdad 
is enclofed with a high wall, and baftions, 

* jirg + jjjA X 
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Covered with earth, fo that cannon can- 
not make any impreffion upon the works, 
the balls finking into the earth ; and the 
whole is furrounded with a deep ditch. 
Nadir Shah befieged it eleven months, 
without being able to take it. The Keb- 
lah * at Baghdad is rather more to the 
fouth than in Hindoltan. 

The palace of Noufliirvan, of which 
fome of the walls are ftill handing, is at 
the distance of lix farfangs from Baghdad, 
and 555 paces from the river Tigris. 

•SHr f 41 

That part to which people dire$ their face in 
prayer : towards the Caaba or temple of Mecca, to which 
place the Mohammedans, in whatever quarter of the 
world they arc, turn themfeives when at prayer. 


Ue 
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The Holy Shrines at Baghdad. 

O N the weft fide of the Tigris, at the 
diftance of half a farfang from the 
old city, are the tombs of Imam Mufa 
Kaz era * and Imam Mohammed Tuc- 
kee f , whom they call the Kazimain J 
or the two Kazems ; and the village has 
alfo obtained the fame name. Thefe are 
the two largeft tombs in that quarter. 
Between them and old Baghdad are near 
a thoufand tombs ; ainongft which the 
moft remarkable is that of Sheikh Maa- 
roof Kherkee |[, which as well as thofe 
of the two Imams, has a large mofque, 
but the eflablilhment here is much infe- 
rior to that for the Kazimain. On the 
oppofite fide of the river, at half a far- 
fang from the new city, is the flirine of 
Abu Hanifah Cufee with a mofque 
which is well attended ; but thofe of 

* y JtjjAV 
II if A - § yA 
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Juneyd Baghdadee *, Sirree Suckuttee f. 
Sheikh Munfoor Aumaree and Sheikh 
Daoud Tahiree |j, are but ill ferved. 
Here are alfo the tombs of Behlole the 
wife § •, and of Manfoor Hullaj **. I 
alked the people how there came to be a 
tomb for Hullaj, who was burnt and his 
allies thrown into the Tigris. They faid 
they had heard the fame ilory ; and could 
not give any information about his tomb. 
There is alfo a mofque, which was for- 
merly a place of worfhip, belonging to a 
Jew, who was converted to the faith, up- 
on Aly lifting up a Hone and difcovering 
to him a well ; the particulars of which 
Ilory are to be found in many hiftories. 


Within the new .city are many tombs 
of faints, with mofques and colleges be- 
longing to them. That of Syed Abdul- 
kader Gilanee tt, which is very richly en- 
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dowed, is a very magnificent buildings 
and on the fouth fide of the gate of the 
Madreflah *, or college, lies his fon Ab« 
dulrezak t. Alfo the tomb of Sheikh 
Shahabeddeen Shoorvirdee J, amongft 
whofe difciples was the famous Sheihk 
Sady ||, is a noble building, and richly 
endowed. 
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The Author leaves Baghdad, and 
proceeds to. Kerb el a. *. 


A FTER having vifited all the prim 
cipal {brines in Baghdad and its, 
neighbourhood, we let out for Kerbela. 
Our firft ftage was to the caravanferai of 
Shoor, fo called from the water of its 
wells being brackifh. Frelh water is 
brought here for fale, The fecond ftage 
is the town of Muffeeb +, on the banks 
of the Euphrates J ; and on the fame ri- 
ver, at the diftance of a farfang, are the 
tombs of the two fons of Moflem Ben 
Akecr jj, who were martyred by Ha nth 
1 he}' are both buried under one dome, 
lituated in the midft. of a jungle. The 
third day, we arrived at Kerbela, ■ fifteen 
farlangs from Baghdad. 


Kerbela is a very populous city, part- 
ly owing to the late opprefiive govern- 
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ment of Perfia, which occasioned great 
defertions from thence to this place ; as 
well as its convenient Situation for trade, 
fmce the forming of the canal from the 
Euphrates. Halfan Pallia *, governor of 
Baghdad, began this noble work, and ex- 
pended upon it 10,000 Tomans, or near 
two lacks of rupees, but died before it 
was finilhed. It was completed by Mir- 
za AfhrefF f, one of the nobles of Shah 
Thamas j, king of Perlia.. The environs 
of the city are finely diverfified with 
groves of palm-trees and delightful gar- 
dens. The tomb of Huffein, fon of Aly jj, 
is within the city, together with that of 
his fan Abdullah and the vault where- 
in are buried the other martvrs who fell 
with them. At the diftance of twenty 
paces from the fouth window of the 
tomb of Huffein, is a level fpot where he 
was killed 5 and on the place where he 
fell, is an excavation about the fize 
of a grave, which is filled up with earth 
brought from the place where his tents 
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were pitched; this is covered with boards,, 
and whoever comes to vifit the flirine pays 
fomething to one of the Kadems *, for 
permiffion to carry away fome of the earth, 
which is univerfally known by the name 
of Khak Kerbela + (Kerbela earth) and 
has wonderful properties afcrihed to it; and 
amongft others, it is laid to. have the power 
of quelling a florm at fea, upon flinging it 
againft the wind. In the city are alio the 
tomb and mofque of Abbafls Aly j, another 
fon of Aly, but not by Fatemah [[; and 
the people here believe, that whoever 
fwears falfely at this tomb, is immediately 
affiifted with fome dire misfortune. At the 
diftance of a farfang from the city is the 
tomb of Hour ^ the martyr. Clofe to him 
lies the body of his mother, who having' 
endeavoured to difluade him from joining 
Hufiein, it is the cuftora for every one 
who vifits his tomb, to throw a hone at that 
of his mother, by which means the tomb has 
been entirely deftroyed, and nothing re- 
mains but the pile of Hones, which is daily 

* eii + \f-SV t .1^ 
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increafing-. From Kerbela to NejefF Afh- 
reff * through the defert, where there is 
no water, -is twelve farfangs : and by the 
city of Huhleh +, the route which we pur~ 
fued is fixteen farfangs, viz. 

From Kerbela to Huhleh, 7 

to Zulkefel J, $ 

to NejefF, 4 

Huhleh is a populous city on the banks 

bf the Euphrates. On the fame river, at 
the diftance of half a farfang from Huhleh, 
are the tombs of Job || and his faithful 
wife, who attended him during all his mif* 
fortunes. Near to the tombs is the fpring 
in which he cleanfed himfelf ; the water of 
which is remarkably fine, and it is faid to 
be a fure remedy for the moft obllinatc difi. 
orders. The tomb of Job is fmall, and now 
very much negledled for want of a proper 
endowment. After croffmg two plains from 
this city, you come to the tomb of Shoaib § 
(Jethro). Near the altar in the mofque 
of Jethro, as well as in many other 

* _)>!_«* + > J JiCfbS 
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mofques that I have feen in the Turkilh 
empire, there are tombs, which is ex~ 
prefsly contrary to the Hadis;* “ You 
“ fliall not bury your dead in the mofques. 55 
And moreover as thefe mofques have not 
the true Keblah t, but look towards Je- 
rufalem, I conjefiture that they were ori- 
ginally Chriftian churches or monafteries, 
which after the Mohammedan eonqueft 
•were converted into mofques. This is 
however merely a fuppofition of mine own, 
not fupported by any authority. Before 
we arrived at Huhleh, we had heard from 
the country people of the {haking Mina- 
reh J at the mofque of Jethro, and when 
we arrived there were greatly aftonifhed 
to find the report true. This Minardi 
is fituated in the court yard of the 
mofque, and is of fuch a breadth, as to 
allow of a flair- cafe above two yards wide. 
When you arrive at the fummit of the 
Minareh, you are to place the ball on the 
top under your arm, and cry out aloud, 
“ Oh Minareh, for the love of Abbafs Aly, 
“ fhake.” As lam always inquifitive after 

* )& a faying of Mohammed. “f J o 
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every thing that is curious, I afcended the 
Minareh with feveral others, and we all did 
as above directed, but the Minareh flood 
as firm as a rock. I then de fired the Ka- 
dem of the mofque to try hisfkill, and upon 
his laying hold of it, and crying out, the 
top of the Minareh (hook in fuch a manner 
that we all clung fall for fear of being 
thrown off. The Hakeem Bafhy, who was 
Handing below, was highly diverted with 
the fight. We were utterly at a lofs to detcdl 
the trick, although we made the Kadem 
repeat it feveral times. 

From Huhleh we went to Zulkefel, 
where is the tomb of that prophet, and 
thofe of his four fucceffors, magnificent 
monuments, well worth feeing. You de- 
feend to the tombs by four flights of fleps, 
and it is there fo dark, that you can 
fcarcely diflinguifh objects. 

From Huhleh we proceeded to Nejeff- 
Afhreff. This city is not now fo popu- 
lous as ICerbela, on account of its diflance 
from the river; and the country about it 
is ill cultivated. It is very unfafe to 

dwell 
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dwell without fide the city, becaufe the 
wild Arabs frequently infeft the country 
to the very walls of Nejeff. The xnaufo- 
leum of Aly, in the middle of the city, is 
a moll magnificent ftrufture, and the 
fhrineis inlaid withpreeious Hones. Whilft 
we were here* Nadir Shah fent his Zirgir 
Bafhy ** or chief goldfmith, to cover the 
domes of the maufoleums of Huffein, at 
Kerbela, and this of Aly* with copper 
fpread with gold, like that of Imam Moufa 
Reza at Melhed +. In the city of Dehly, 
the dome of the mofque of Mozuffer 
Khan Roiheneddowlah J is gilt, but in a 
more fupcrficial manner than thefe j for I 
had frequent opportunities of obferving 
the work, and faw that the plates of gold 
were of a confiderable degree of thick- 
nefs. Great fums of money have been 
expended in digging a canal from Nejeff 
to the Enphrates ; and they had actually 
cut to the diftance of three farfangs from 
Nejeff, when the death of Nadir Shah put 
an end to the undertaking. The length 
of the canal from the city to theEuphrates 
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would have been thirty-five farfangs, and 
it was intended that thofe parts of the 
banks which were rocky, fhould have 
been ftrengthened with (lone and mortar j 
and where the foil was fandy, with copper 
and lead. The people of this city fay, 
that the bones of Adam and Noahf are 
interred by the fide of the tomb of Aly, 
but there is no veftige of fuch monuments. 
When Cufah was the capital of the Kha- 
lifat, Nejeff was one of its dependencies. 
The grandeur of ancient Cufah is ce- 
lebrated by hiftorians ; but as a punifh- 
ment for the wickednefs of its inhabitants, 
there is not at prefent the fmalleft remains 
of magnificence, excepting the mofque 
wherein Aly received the wound of -which 
he died. From this mofque to his tomb 
is the diftance of a farfang. Over the 
altar of the mofque is written in broad cha- 
mbers, in the Arabick language, “ This 
“ is the place where Aly, the fon of Abu- 
“ taleb, was murdered; may the peace of 
God be upon him.” They pretend 
that this mofque was founded by the pa- 
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triarch Noah; but it appears to me to 
have been originally an idolatrous temple. 
The weft wall, which the Mohammedans 
had covered with mortar, has, through 
length of time, and by being expo fed to. 
the inclemency of the weather, become 
bare in leveral places, where you may 
plainly difcover figures cut in ftone, and 
by clofe examination others may be traced^ 
under the plafter. This is the only wall of 
the old building remaining, the others be- 
ing of modern conftruftion. Befides the- 
wickednefs of the inhabitants of Cufah, 
which was one caufe of the decay of their 
city, the Khalif Manfoor having built 
Baghdad, made it his capital, and Cu- 
fah and Madain were deferted ; and to this 
day Baghdad is the largeft cjty in the 
Arabian Irak. 

From Baghdad to Medina * is 180 far- 
fangs through the defert, which Zobiedeh f , 
the wife of Harun al Rafhid J, made paff- 
able, by ordering a wall to be built all the 

* ^ X 's'* 0 3 ^ 
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way, and wells to be dug at proper dis- 
tances. To Mecca* by the lame route 
is 230 far fangs. 
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The Route of the Caravan from 
Baghdad to Mecca. 

^ | "'HE neareft road from Baghdad to 
JL Mecca is acrofs the defert, by the 
Wall of Zobiedeh *, The intention in 
building this wall was not merely that 
blind people might be able thereby to 
find their way to Mecca * but it was alfo 
necellary to mark the road for the Cara- 
van t; for the fands fhift fo frequently, 
that no path can be traced thereon. 
However, on account of the wars in which 
the wild Arabs are at prefent engaged 
among!! themfelves, as well as their dis- 
agreement with Ahmed Pafha, he advifed 
tis not to think of going that road, as it 
would be extremely dangerous. We fol- 
lowed his advice, and determined to take 
the route of Aleppo, J and Damafcus J[. 

Previous to giving an account of our 
journey, I (hall infert a lift of the ftages 
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from Baghdad to Mecca, reckoning by 
hours, as is the cuftom throughout the 
Turkilh empire. The hour and farfang 
will be found to be the fame thing, be- 
caufe in thefe calculations an allrono- 
mical hour, is the diftance that a gco.d 
camel when loaded will travel in that 
fpa.ee of time, which will be found to be 
a farfang, or 2~ cofe of Hindoftan. Ma- 
ny Turks carry Europe watches in their 
pockets, and thereby eafily calculate the 
ft ages of their journey. 

It is neceflary to obferve, that the 
Ilages againll which I have written the 
word defoLiied, although uninhabited* 
have fprings of water. At thefe places 
the travellers ftrike a light with a flint 
and fteel, and kindle fire to drefs their 
victuals. Where I have Remarked, that 
there is no water, thofe places are not 
only uninhabited, but. the Caravan is ob- 
liged to carry water thither. The 
places oppofite to which I have lot no 
remark, are well inhabited. This lift of 
roads I obtained, with much difficulty, 
from an experienced Meer Haaj, and fc- 
O 2 . vcral- 
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veral old camel drivers ; and having a 
Europe watch in my pocket, I compared 
the ftages with it, and fo, and thg account 
perfectly correct. 

Hours * 

From Baghdad to Nekjeh, /c § 

To Ribath Meffiah, 

- „ 6 
To Kera eth, - g 

To the river Mareen, 

- ~4 

To Kebeeree, ,S - 6 

To the bridge ofiJanoo, 

Ar~ 7 < 1 

To Thawaa, c, 3 {b - 7 

To the Kerkook, 

- ' 7 

To Altan Kobera, 

\$/o® - 7 

To'Belad Hyder, Jjv ? 3 \ 7 

To Abzirb, 6 

- To Kerakofh, J> 4 

To MoufTel, - 4 

To Khaneh Khrab, 

- 4defolated. 

ToKofel Kobera, 

* 6 do. 

“ To 
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Hours «, 

To Dumeeleb, - gdefolated. 

To Jerakheh, ~ 7 do. 

To the town of Neffibeen, 


To Keraweh, 6 «l ^ 


7 

6 do. 


To Fej Hiffar, - 6 

To Hillalee, Jll t v - 7 do, 
ToCl.ahAbbafs,- ^_U e f? 9 do. 
To Aterbee, ’ 7 do. 

To Jereehan," - 5 

To the city of Orfeh, 

To Char Musflack, 

y 7 

*• 3 

To the town ofBirjeek 


.a*'' * 

ID 

To Ahel hesfkee, 



IO 

To Bab ul Ably eh, 



- 8 

To the city of Heleb, 
(Aleppo) - 6 

To Khan Tooman, 

•CA J C^. / 3 

To Morakib, i L. - 9 

To Muck Sera, J .C* - 6 


To 
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Hours,. 

To Khan Sheikhan, 

c^cM * t 

To the town of Hummee, 


To" the town of Hemfe, 
(Emeffa) &e*-, - 10 , 

To Huffneh^'_> - g 
To Mulk, - 12 

To Kateefeh, J 1 J 3 ? - g. 

To Demeik (Damafcus), 

- I? 


To Zenoon, commonly 
called Khan Turkan, 




To Vullee, J, - 
To Muffeerefc, " 

13 

- 8 

To Mefruck, 

10 no water. 

To Ain Zerkeh, 

15 

To Belaih, 

3 2 do. 

To the Caftle of Kitran 

1 

0 

To Ain ul Hu flee, 

\ { j# 

To“ Afereh, 

12 

13 

14 


To tlie Caltle of Maan, 

~ <5 


To 
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Honrs* 

To Tehr ul Akebeh, 

A ? - 1 8 

> i 

To the Caftle ofHuckman, 

- 12 

To the Cable of Zat ul 
Huj, J 1 jl- - 8 

To Kaa ul Saar, yvj 13 
To the Caftle of Betook, 


— " 6 

To Tehr ul Aar, 18 no water. 

To Hyder Kelalee, 

9 jM? “ & 

To ” Birkeh Moazera, 

- 18 

To' DarulHumra, [Syh 18 do. 

To the Caftle of Ala, 
lit - - 19 


To the Beer ul Ghenera, 
C-. (well of the flieep) 5 
To the Beer ul Jedeed, 

(the new well), 18 
To the” Caftle of Hend- 
feeyeh, - 18 

To Mujlifleen, Qy~^f 12 
To Beer ul Nisf, 8 


To 
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Ifours* 

To the city of Medina, 

” '■10 

To the Mofque of She- 
jereh, ■ - 9 

To Kouboor us Shoada, 

(the tombs of the Mar- 
tyrs), Lvj.iJl - 14 

To Iludeed, - 13 

To Bedre Hunain, 

j ~ *4 

To Mutta ul Miemoon, 

C> - 15 
To Rabia, *j\j - 19 

To Kedeedeh, \j»jj - 14 

To Wadee Asfan, 

CJ^ ij’j!) - 12 

To Wadee Fatimeh, 

M(, U -'1 12 

0 * S' 

To Mecca, A* - 5 

So that from Baghdad to Mecca, are 
718 hours or farfangs, equal to 1795 
Hindoftanee cofes, reckoning the farfang 
to be 2 j cofes. 


Some. 
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Some particulars of the Author’s 
Journey ft om Baghdad to 
Aleppo and Damascus. 


F ROM Baghdad we palled through the 
village of Nekjeh to the city of Ser- 
men Rai commonly called Samerah t. 
Here we vifited the Ihrines of Imam Aly 
Nuckee j, and Imam Haflan Alkeree || ; 
who are both buried in their own houfes, 
which are moll magnificent buildings. 
The Kadems and all the attendants at 
thefe two (lirines are very rapacious, and 
extort offerings from the pilgrims. The 
place where the Schiites § believe that 
Imam Mahdee ** lies concealed, is in the' 
corner of a vault at Samerah. After tra- 
velling the intermediate ftages mentioned 
in the route, we arrived at the city of 
Kerkooh, which in ancient books is men- 
tioned as part of Chaldea. Here we faw 
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the tombs of the prophets Daniel * and 
Ezra f j both tinder one dome'. 


Moufliil is a large city, fituated on the 
Tigris, and where is fhewn the tomb of 
the prophet Gerjees J (Saint George). 
Withoutfide the city, is the monument 
of the prophet Jonas |jj both are large 
arid magnificent buildings. After much 
enquiry, I learnt that thefe monuments 
were erefited by order of Tim our §, when 
he conquered this country. Between 
Kerkooh and Moufful are very high 
mountains, which you leave on the left 
hand. The inhabitants of thefe moun- 
tains believe in two Gods, one the bef- 
tower of good, and the other the inflifter 
of evil. If any one fhould repeat from 
the Koran, “ I take refuge with God, 
“ from Satan the accurfed,” they would 
{tone him to death. The village of Ab~ 
zird, mentioned in the route, is inhabited 
by this deteftable race. They do not al- 
low circnmcifion, and expofe their na~ 


* 



f 





•f* 

4 " 




J}* . 


kednefs. 
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kednels. The river which runs by this 
village, is very difficult to ford without 
thefe guides ; and they make the caravans 
pay very handfomely for affifting them in 
croffing over the camels. They are great 
robbers, as we had heard before we ar- 
rived at Mouflul ; and whilft we were 
there, we faw many inflances of their de- 
predations upon the poor inhabitants of 
that neighbourhood, On account of the 
recommendation which we brought from 
Ahmed Pallia, and the dread of Nadir 
Shah, wliofe protection we were known 
to be under, we were well entertained by 
the governors of all the places through 
which we palled, and met with no molef- 
tation upon the road; but many of the 
poor people belonging to the caravan 
were pillaged. We remained fix days at 
Mouflul, and then purfued our journey 
with the caravan. 

Orfeh is a populous city, and has a well- 
cultivated territory dependent upon it. 
In the neighbourhood of the city they 
{how you the place where Abraham *, by 

R 2 the 
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the command of Nimrod, was thrown 
into the fiery furnace, at the foot of the 
mountain where the machine from which 
he was flung was conftructed, and of 
which they pretend to point out feme 
veftige to this day. Over the fpring 
which is faid to have fibred from the 
raidft of the fire, a mofque is ereCied, 
with a large refervoir on the outfide into 
which the water runs ; and in it arc great 
numbers of fiih, which will eat out of 
your hand, but no one is allowed to catch 
them. Adjoining to this mofque is the 
moll beautiful garden I have ever feen 
in any part of the world. The city of Nim- 
rod *, lay on the farther fide of the 
mountain ; but as a punifhment for the 
wickedness of its inhabitants, it was defo- 
lated, and the road was changed to this 
fide. 

Between Mouflui and Orfeh oppofite 
to Fej, mentioned in the route, is the caf- 
tle of Mardeen +, fo celebrated in hiftory. 
The governor having invited the Ha- 


* iij . + 


keem 




keen! Bafhv to r.n entertainment, I ac- 
companied him ; and we enjoyed a mod 
delightful profpecl from the top of the 

f 5 I I 1 

mountain. Timour was obliged to aban- 
don the fiege of this place, and with 
good reafon, for a fir.gle man placed at 
the fummit, by rolling down pieces of the 
rock, might defend the place againft. ten 
tlioufand affailants ; fo that it is abfo- 
lutely impregnable. 


Berjeek is a town pleafantly fituated 
on the Euphrates, and well inhabited. 
Shah Ifinail extended his conqueils to 
this place. Nadir Shah carried his arms 
as far as Diarbekr, which is oppolite to 
Chah Abbafs, mentioned in the route; and 
Timour conquered the whole Turkifh 
empire. But Timour, and Shah Ifmail, 
commanded armies, by whom they were 
beloved; whilft Nadir Shah is hated bv 
his foldiers, of which I have already given 
fome inflan ces ; fo that his fuccefles are 
the more aftonifhing. 


On the firfl of Shawal we arrived at 

Aleppo. 
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Aleppo *. The river at Aleppo is very 
beautiful, the bazars f are extenfive, and 
the ihops well difpofedj no filth is buffer- 
ed to lie in any , of the ftreets or lanes. 
The people are handfome and well dref- 
fed, fo that there appears an uncommon 
degree of elegance among ft every clafs oi 
people. The Ihrine of the prophet Ya-r 
hia J (John the Baptift) is near the great 
mofque in the city of Aleppo. The 
looking glaffes which in Hindoftan are 
called after this city, are not the manufac- 
ture of this place, but are brought hither 
from Europe, the fame as it is with the 
Myrabolans of Cabul, which recals to 
my mind the following llory. When I 
was at Bokhara with Mirza Ibrahim Isfar 
hany, whom Nadir Shah appointed to 
entertain Abulfiez Khan tire King of Tu- 
ran, I had frequent opportunities of con- 
verfing with that monarch, who was very 
inquifitive about the geography of Hin- 
doftan, and its natural productions j and 
once, when I was fpeaking of the fruits of 
Hindoftan, I obferved that although the 

* Heleb. f j \ j L a market. J , ,-K 

plumbs 
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plumbs of Bokhara were univfcrfally Fa- 
mous, I had not yet been able to procure 
any there, that were equal to thole I had 
tailed in Khorafan. He laid, “ This is 
** like your famed Myrabolans of Cabul, 
“ where there is not a tree of that kind: in 
“ Bokhara, indeed, there' are plumb trees, 
“ but not one that bears good fruit.” The 
people of Aleppo, befides the engaging 
fplendor of their appearance, are remark- 
ably affable, and courteous. The fol- 
lowing proverb is in ule throughout the 
eaft. The people of Aleppo are fplendid; 
thole of Syria are fordid ; the -Egyptians 
are thieves ; and the Hindoftanees are the 
favourites of God. The environs of Alep- 
po contain nothing extraordinary. The 
pilgrims afiemble from all quarters at 
Aleppo, and go in large bodies to Mecca 
with the Kafelah * or caravan f . 

Hummec, and Ilemfe J, are both popu- 
lous towns, and the inhabitants are fo re- 
markably beautiful that the following fto- 
ry is told of their origin. When Nimrod 

* t % Eweffd. 

had 
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had formed lire defign of planting a gar- 
den, that ft; on Id vie with the heavenly pa- 
radife, he ordered the moll beautiful per- 
forms to he collected together from all parts, 
to repreient the celeftial Hours * and Ghil- 
mans f ) but dying before he could carry 
his plan into execution, 'thefe beauties of 
both lexes fettled in thefe two towns ; 
God knows the truth ! Hummee is fituat* 
ed on the declivity of a mountain, to which 
the water is carried up from the river by 
an engine, laid to have been invented by 
fome great pliilofopher. 

From the time we left Hemfe till we 
reached Demelhk (Bamafcus), it fnowed 
frequency, and the air was very cold. 
The ancient name of this city is Demeflik, 
as well as ail the territory of Syria, but 
now llie country is more commonly called 
Sham, and the city Sham Shereef j. The 
reafon ieetns to be, that a new city called 
Sham was built near Demelhk, whofe 
name in the courfe of time, has fuperfeded 

^ jf Hour* a nymph of Paradife. 

f Gilv:an> a youth of Paradife. 

J f^ 3 * Sham, the illaftriou#, 

1 the 



KHOJEH ABDULKURREEM. 129 

the other. Themofque of Beni Ommiah * 
is in the city of Demefhk, and is a very 
ftupendous fabrick. The monument of 
the prophet Zekeriah t is fituated near it. 
The bazars of Damafcus are more exten- 
five, but neither arranged with fuch (kill, 
nor are the (hops fo well furnilhed as thole 
of Aleppo. Every houfe has a water 
courfe. The city is ornamented with de- 
lightful gardens, the trees of which bear 
an uncommon load of fruit. The olive 
tree flourilhes in all the adjacent country. 
Jerufalem J is only ten day’s journey from 
Damafcus, but the near approach of the 
departure of the caravan for Mecca, would 
not permit me to make an excursion to 
that place, 

From Baghdad to Damafcus, we travel- 
led north, and from thence to Mecca our 
courfe was fouth, palfmg over the defert 
where Zobiedeh built the wall already 
mentioned. The people of Baghdad pray 
with their faces towards the weft, and in' 
Damafcus the fouth is their Keblah. 

+ 1 

But ul MohddeSy or the holy houfe,, 

S Con- 


J 'jS*' 


Jl- 


lT 
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Continuation of the Author’s jour- 
ney through the defert to Me- 
dina., 


I N the month of Shawal the pilgrims 
affemble in the city of Damafcus, 
and the Pafha of Damafcus is always 
appointed by the edict of the Empe- 
ror of Turkey, Meer Haaj * or conduc- 
tor of the caravan _ of Mecca, Without a 
considerable efcort it would be impoffible 
to pafs the defert; and even when the cara- 
van is ftrongly guarde 1, and the pilgrims 
are very numerous, the wild Arabs hang in 
fuch a manner upon their march, that if 
any draggle from the caravan, they are 
fure to be plundered. Another advantage 
from the appointment of the Meer Haaj 
is, that by obliging every one to pay impli- 
cit obedience to the regulations for march- 
ing and halting, theconfufion isprevenied, 
which- would otherwife be unavoidable 
among!!: fo large a body without a head. 
The following are fome of the regulations 


Ht 



for 
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for the caravan. Every one lias his ftation 
affigned him in the line of march, which 
he muft p refer ve during the- whole jour- 
ney. The people of Iran, and their 
camels, always form the rear. When the 
caravan halts, a particular fpot is affign- 
ed for every Itring of camels, and where 
the matter of them is allowed to pitch his 
tent. No one is buffered to infringe any 
of thefe regulations. When the ft ages 
are very long the caravan travels day and 
night; flopping an hour at each of the 
five ftated times of prayer, when the ca- 
mels are allowed to lie down with their 
burthens upon their backs V and at mid- 
night they halt in like manner another 
hour. In order that thofe in the rear may 
know at night when the caravan is going 
to halt, the Meer Haaj lets off a rocket. 
This nightly halt is called Awafee *. 
The troops of the Meer Haaj guard 
the caravan on all fides ; and the reafon 
why he atls with fuch vigilance is, that if 
he condu£ls the caravan in fafety, to and 
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from Mecca for feven years fucceffively, . 
the Umperor promotes him to the office 
of Grand Vizier *: and therefore parti- 
cular care is obferved in appointing to 
the government of Sham, a perfon duly 
qualified to fill the Vizarut f, the higheft 
office in the Turkiffi empire. 

When the caravan arrives at Mufleeret, 
the third ftage from Damafcus, they pur- 
chafe neceffaries for paffing the defert, 
which the wild Arabs bring to that place 
for fale : after having bought what they 
want, they purfue their march. The ftages 
of this journey are longer than what 
are travelled in any other country, in- 
fomuch that the camels of Syria, which 
are larger and more powerful than thofe 
of any other place, arc fatigued aim oft 
to death. At the fame time, the zeal of 
the pilgrims who go all the way on 
foot, keeps up their fpirits, and they 
perform the journey with furprizing eafe 
and alacrity. 

* Vizier Azero, ’f J* J 5 

We 
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We travelled as mentioned in the route, 
till we came to the pafs in the mountains 
where the tribe of Thimud * hamftringed 
the camel of the prophet Salah f . 'Here 
the caravan difcharge fire arms, beat their 
drums, and {flouting and clapping their 
hands make a mold aflonilhing noife ; and 
the camel-drivers pretend that if they did 
not do this, their beabs would expire from 
hearing the lamentations of Salah’s camel. 
In the neighbourhood of this city are feen 
the ruins of a great city, laid to have been 
turned upfide down, at the command of 
God, in punifliment of the difobedience 
of this tribe to the word of his prophet. 
And here are alfo faid to be the caves 
which they made in , the mountains, to 
fhelter themfelves from the divine ven- 
geance. 

The cable of Ala is fituated in thefe 
mountains. In its vicinity is the cable 
of Khyber J, which was conquered by 
Alij. Here are bill many Jews and 
Chribians, who believe that nothing can 

* + JU J s? 

be 
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be more pleafing to God than the death 
of the pilgrims of Mecca, and for the at- 
tainment of any particular object, they 
makefvows to murder them. Notwith- 
lianding the Meer Haaj took every pre- 
caution in his power to protect the cara- 
van, thele aflalfins of Khyber robbed 
three of our pilgrims, and (hot them with 
piftols. The Meer Haaj wanted to af- 
fault the place, and revenge the death of 
our unfortunate companions; but was 
dilliiaded from the enterprize, by the in- 
terpofition of the principal people of the 
caravan, who reprefented to him, that in 
cafe of delay, the feafon for the perform- 
ance of the pilgrimage would elapfe be- 
fore we could reach Mecca. 

The journey acrols the defert is exceed- 
ingly fatiguing, on account of the great 
length of the ftages ; and the travelling 
charges run very high : yet this part 
of the way is not without its delights, for 
the number of links which are along 
with the caravan, every camel having 
one, form a beautifird illumination ; and 
the fongs of the camel-drivers, called 

Hood- 
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Hooddee enliven the pilgrims and en- 
chant the camels. After all, the fatigue 
would be fupportable, were it not for the 
continual dread of the wild Arabs. * If I 
was to relate all the ftories that I have 
heard of thefe fellows, I fhould fwell mv 
narrative to a large volume, and thofe 
who have never had an opportunity. of 
feeing their tricks, would fuppofe me to 
be deceiving them with fictions tales. I 
fhall therefore content inyfelf with men- 
tioning only two or three of their feats, 
that are moil commonly praclifed. During 
the night, when from the fatigues of the 
day the grea tell part of the caravan are 
afleep upon their camels, half a dozen 
wild Arabs will get on each fide of a beafl 
that is richly laden. It is neceflary to 
obferve, that in loading the camels, all 
the merchandize is packed on one fide, 
and the provifions for the journey on the 
other. Whilft fome of thefe thieves are 
ripping open the bottom of the merchan- 
dize pack and taking out the goods, 
others fupport the oppofite fide with the 



pro- 
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proviiions, to prevent its flipping off, and 
waking the rider, who would alarm the 
Caravan ; but the inftant they have taken 
out all the goods, they run off, when the 
camel, frightened at the hidden fall of his 
rider, and the remainder of the load, runs 
about in a rage, pulling- the firing to get 
loofe from his companions ■ and frequently 
in the fcuffle the poor man is trodden tq 
death*. The fwiftnefs of thefe Arabs is 
aftonifhmg, of which I fhall give two in- 
flances. In the plain of Arafat t, at noon, 
Hajee Mohammed Cazviny £ had pulled 
off his clothes to bathe, and whilfl he was 
defiring Aka Aly |j to take charge of his 
Kezlebafli girdle, in which were 300 gold 
mohurs, an Arab fnatched it out of his 
hand, and although the rogue was inflant- 
ly purfued by horfemen, he made his ef~ 
cape. Another day Mehdy Beg Shira- 
zy §, was performing his ablutions, when 


# A dring . confifts of three camels, on the hi id is 
the (hooterban or driver; the fecond carries the mer- 
chant 5 and on the third is this fervant with merchan- 
dize and provilions. 

+ 

an 
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an Arab came behind him, and feizing 
the ewer flew away with it like an arrow* 

In the defert of Khyber, Mirza Mo- 
hammed Yacoub * died of a confump- 
tion; and we buried him in the land. 

From Ala we proceeded as mentioned 
in the route, till we reached Medina $ 
where we paid our devotions at the 
fhrine of the holy prophet, and other 
facred tombs in that neighbourhood. 
When we had performed all the ufual 
ceremonies at Medina, the caravan pro- 
ceeded ; and on the 6th of Zulhejeh we 
arrived at Mecca. 

When I had completed my pilgrimage* 
I vilited the moll remarkable places in 
and about Mecca. At prefent the pave- 
ment round the mofque, as well as the 
place where the prophet was born, and 
the Mejed ul Gin t, are conhderably be- 

i* The mofque of die Genii, built on the' 

iptst where it is pretended they appeared t& Mohammed. 

T low 
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low the level of the city : probably this is 
the original level, and the city may have 
been raifed by the accumulation of rub- 
bilh from delapidated buildings: I have 
made this obfervation in feveral other 
places of antiquity. The women of Mec- 
ca wear green apples about their necks, 
and think them very ornamental. Ma- 
foud *, the prefent Shereef f or governor 
of Mecca, is a man highly relpe&ed and 
beloved by all ranks of people j and the 
pilgrims in particular, have every reafon 
to be fatisfied with his conduct. 

* JjX*”** I" 
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The Author embarks on hoard a Jhip 
at Jeddeh: bound to Hoogly, 
in Bengal. 

O N the firft oFRebby ul Awwel, A. H. 

1155 (or the 24th of April 1742), 
after ftaying three months at Mecca, I 
departed from that place to the port of 
Jeddeh *, which is two days journey. 
At a Ihort diftance from the town of Jed- 
deh, is the place where Eve + is faid to 
be interred. The grave, which refembles 
a flower-bed, meafures 197 of my paces. 
On the middle of the grave, a fmall 
dome is eredted, and. the ends are enclof* 
ed with wooden pales. The governor 
of Jeddeh is appointed by the Emperor 
of Conftantinople j who alfo nominates 
the Shereef of Mecca, but he is always 
a defcendant of the ancient Shereefs,.who 
have been for the moft part of the tribe 
of Beni Haffan J. If a man quarrels 
with another, and calls him a baftard, he 

* *f* ijr' Hevvvra. 
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is cited before the S.hereef and' punifhed > 
becaufe many of the principal perfons of 
Mecca are bom of' eoncuhines. The 
Europeans have a faftory at Jeddeh ; but 
the Shereef will not permit any one of 
them to go. to Mecca, 

After remaining a month at Jeddeh, | 
embarked, op board a fhip commanded 
by an European captain, that wjas bound 
to Bengal. 


We ftaid fifteen days at the port of 
Mokha *, to take in water and provi- 
fions, a® 'well as to traffick, Mokha is 


dependant upon Yemen f, the Prince 
of which territory is called the Imam J 
of Yemen, and Sanaa jj is his capital. 
The people of Yemen are chiefly of the 
feet of Zyed §. Here are the tombs of 
Sheikh Ofman Shadely **, and Sheikh 
Abul Haflan Shadely ff. The author of 

* ^ + if, t P i II 
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the Nefehdt ui Uns * afferts, that all the t 
wells in this country were brackilh before 
thefe holy men were interred there, fince 
when the water is perfectly fweet. It 
was now the month of June, when grapes, 
mangoes, and peaches, are common in * 
the markets. Some, of the houfes are 
three, and others four ftories high • and 
the hcufe of the governor, whom they 
ftile Dowjah +, confifts of fix ftories. 

When the captain had tranfacled his 
bufinefs at Mokha, we embarked and fet 
fail ; and palling the ifland of Secotorah J, 
famous for its aloes, came into the main 
ocean. It is faid to be unfathomable, 
and which is the reafon that no fifh are 
to be found there. After twenty days 
failing, when we had crolfed the ocean, 
we faw a fnake, at which the captain and 
his officers thanked God, It being a fign 
of our near approach to land. Three 
days after this we difcovered on our left 
fide, Ceylon ||, famous for cinnamon. 
This is a very large ifland, and its mourn? 

* f Jj) J vbV 1] de- 

tains. 
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tains abound with fprings of freffi water. 
It is now in the poffeffion of the Euro- 
peans. We faw Ceylon four days, and 
on the fifth it difappeared. 


- Four days after lofing fight of Ceylon, 
we arrived at Pondichery a French fet- 
tlement on the coaft, near Arcott. They 
obtained the Emperor’s permiffion to erect 
a faftory and warehoufes, merely to carry 
on trade, inftead of which they have 
built a large city on the fea-lhore. We 
remained here twenty days to refrefh our 
crew and carry on fome trade. We then 
let fail for Cheenaputten J, (or Madras) 
in its neighbourhood, and where fhips 
touch, on account of its being a very 
flourilhing place. Through the negli- 
gence of the officers of the fhip, and the 
night being dark, we got about four cofe 
beyond it before morning, and the wind 
proving unfavorable, the fhip, which with 
a fair wind will fail one hundred and fifty 
cole in twenty-four hours, was above eight 
days in gaining the port, which we had 


! Ol Pilclierrv. 
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Sniffed by fo inconfiderable a diftance. On 
the ninth day after leaving Pondichery, 
the wind coming fair, we arrived at Ma- 
dras in an inftant. The Englifh have long 
poffeffed this fettlement on the coaft of 
Arcot. Here they live entirely after their 
own manners and cuftoms. The women 
of ail ranks appear in public, and go about 
where-ever they pleafe, the fame as the 
men. After finiflring our bufinefs at Ma- 
dras, we weighed anchor and fet fail for 
Hoogly. 

God having hitherto granted us fair 
weather, I was not aware of the danger 
of a fea voyage. But when we approach- 
ed Balafore *, which is at all times con- 
fidered as a perilous navigation, we had 
fuch a violent ftorm, that it called to my 
remembrance the old faying, “ That no 
“ wife man will make two voyages to fea; 
“ for in the firft, he will experience fuffi- 
“ cient danger to deter him from expofing 
** himfelf to a fecond adventure.” From 
the violence of the ftorm, the waves dalh- 
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ed again!!' the (hip with fuch force, that 
Are fprang a leak, and the captain and his 
officers had refolved to abandon, their 
property, and efcape in the boat at night, 
without informing the crew of their in- 
tention. But the Almighty, for the fake 
of the few righteous perfons who were on 
board, fpared the lives of the reft. The 
ftorm ceafed, and the wind proved favor- 
able, asfit is promifed in the divine book, 
“ After difficulty cometh eafe : and who- 
“ foever placeth his confidence on the 
“ Lord, he will deliver him from out .of 
“ his diftrefs,” 

After efcaping the perils above defcrib- 
cd, we arrived at a channel, where if the 
fbip’s courfe inclines too much to the left, 
ihe will ftrike upon a hard fand, and moft 
probably perilh. The officers are parti- 
cularly careful when they come to this 
part of the river j and on account of the 
many Ioffes that have here been fuftained 
by European and native merchants, marks 
are placed on the water, to direft the vef. 
fel what courfe to follow, by pointing out 
the places to be avoided ; the mark is a 

wooden 
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wooden float, refembling a wine veffel, 
which the Europeans call a pipe. Upon 
enquiry I was informed, that it is fattened 
by a rope to an anchor funk in the bot- 
tom of the river, and the rope being 
covered with tar, the fame preparation 
that is fpread over the bottoms of fhips, 
is not eafily injured by the water. From 
Balafore to Hooghly you fee about twen- 
ty of thefe floats. Providentially we had 
now a fair wind; and through God's 
mercy, arrived fafe at the port of Hoogh- 
ly in Bengal. 


U 



i 4 6 THE MEMOIRS OF 


A Summary Account of Occurrences 
in Bengal, and different Parts 
of Hingostan. 

F R O M the weak date of the govern-* 
ment of Mohammed Shah, and the 
factions that prevailed amongft the nobi- 
lity, the Mahrattahs * of the Dekhan 
had invaded Bengal and the port of 
Hooghly being in their poffeffion, I was 
obliged to land at Frafdangeh +. The 
town of Calcutta J, built by the Englifh, 
and fituated on the other, or eaflern, fide 
of the river, is more extenfive and confi- 
derable than Frafdangeh. There are va- 
rious nations of Europeans, viz. French, 
Englifh, Dutch, Portuguefe, Germans, 
&c. Their gardens are laid out in the 
European tafte ; the trees are cut into 
different forms with fheers, and produce 
a very pleafing effect. Living feparate 


* * 




fj) j? The French Settlement of 
Chundetmagur vulgarly called Chandernagore. 


Hr 
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from each other in their different fettle-’ 
ments, they preferve their refpective cuf- 
toms and manners, without any devia- 
tion from what they praclife in their 
native countries. They have different 
churches, where they hold congrega- 
tions. There are amongft them handi- 
craftfmen of every denomination j and 
the natives have acquired many of their 
mechanical arts. The European fol- 
diers, as well as their artiffs, are fupe* 
rior to thofe of any other country, of" 
which the Mahrattahs are fo fenfible, 
that although Frafdangeh and Calcutta 
abound with all kinds of Europe mer- 
chandize, and the diftance between Fraf~ 
dangeh and Hooghly, is not above two 
eofe * ; and the former has not any for- 
tifications, whilft the number of Europe- 
an inhabitants is but inconfiderable, and 
the Mahrattahs fwarm like ants or lo- 
cufts, they have never made any attempt 
upon that quarter, from the dread that 
the Europeans would unite their forces 


Major Rennell eftimates the Crouh 

, ymmS J at two Bricifh ftatute miles. 

U 2 for 
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for mutual defence. “ Unanimity infant 
“ pTo/perily ; and dcJlruBion is the con- 
lt S e( ] uen c e °f difcord .” The Europeans 
excel in the ufe of cannon and mulkets, 
but are not fkilful with the fword. 

The Mahrattahs were firft invited to 
invade Bengal, by the contefl between 
Alyvirdy Khan * and Sirafraz Khan +, 
the foh of Shuja Khan J j of which the 
following are the particulars. The par- 
tizans of Alyvirdy Khan pretend, that 
Sirafraz Khan, upon the death of his fa- 
ther, at the inftigation of evil counfel- 
lors, wanted to aft trcaclieroufly by Ha- 
jee Ahmed, who with his brother Alyvir- 
dy Khan, had been the confidential fer- 
vants of the late Shuja Khan, Alyvirdy 
Khan, who was Naib Soobahdar jj of Ba- 
har upon receiving intelligence of thefe 
defigns, inarched from Azeemabad towards 
Moorlhedabad, to give good advice to 
the fon of his patron, and deliver him 
from the hands of evil counfellors, as 
well as to relieve his brother from the 

t 

ii Deputy Viceroy. § Xm~ 
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impending danger. Sirafraz Khan, con- 
fidering this condudl of Alyvirdy Khan 
bold and prefumptuous, marched with 
troops from Moorfliedabad to oppole 
him. The armies engaged, when Sirafraz 
Khan happening to be killed by a match- 
lock difch irged by one of his own men, 
his troops were routed with great daugh- 
ter. But the friends of Sirafraz Khan 
albert, that the whole was a calumny fa- 
bricated by Alyvirdy Khan, in order to 
cover his real motives j for that inftead 
of any wifii to accommodate matters with 
Sirafraz Khan, he had previoufly deter- 
mined to deprive him of his life, and 
ufurp the government. Whatever- might 
have been the motives by which Alyvir- 
dy Khan was at firft adluated, he now 
made himfelf mailer of the country, and 
of the immenfe treafure which had been 
accumulating from the. time of Jaffer 
Khan *, who was Soobahdar + of Bengal, 
and Sirafraz Khan’s maternal grand -fa- 
ther. When he had thus gotten polfef- 
fion of all this wealth, he freely employ- 

* d" Viceroy. 

ed 
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ed part of it in bribery and corruption, 
and by adopting conciliating meafures, 
with a wife and prudent adminiilration, 
gained the affe6iion of people of all ranks 
and conditions. Upon the death of Si- 
rafraz Khan, many of his relations and 
dependents, apprehensive for their lives 
and fortunes, fled to Nizam ul Mulk *, 
the Nazim or Soobahdar + of the Be- 
khan, where by defcribing the riches of 
Bengal, having excited the avidity of the 
Mahrattahs, who delight in plunder, they 
conduced by the road of Oriffa j, an ar- 
my of thefe free-booters, who dillrefled 
the ryotts j|, plundered the country, and 
threw the government into great confu- 
fion. Frequent Ikirmilhes enfued, in 
which Alyvirdy Khan had many men killed, 
and the Mahrattahs buffered Come lofs • 
but from the fortitude and good conduct 
of Alyvirdy Khan, it was a drawn game* 
for on the approach of the rains, the 
Mahrattahs being apprehenfive of buffer- 
ing from the inclemency of the climate, 

* i' or j 

% r**''*^ l! w •' r J' J Ryott, a Peafanr. 

gave 
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gave up the war, and returned to the 
Dekhan, carrying with them an immenfe 
booty. 

Alyvirdy Khan, Mehabut Jung *, by 
making large prefents to Mohammed 
Shah, and bribing the principal Omrahs, 
obtained a grant of the Soobahdaries of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, in his own 
name. His power in thofe provinces 
was abfolute, but the Mahrattas having 
tailed the fweets of the firft expedition, 
and being now better acquainted with the 
roads, and the nature of the climate of 
Bengal, invaded and plundered the coun- 
try regularly every- year J, till after many 
battles and Ikirmilhes, with various fuc- 
eefs,. it was mutually agreed, that the 
Soobah of Oriffa fliould be ceded to them, 
in fatisfaction of the fourth of the collec- 

* by Mehabut ^Jung or the Terror of War, 

was bis title. 

4. The Mahrattahs always commence their military ex- 
peditions on the Hindoo feiiival of the DeiCIiereh 5 

which falls on the 10th of the moon of the month of Affiflj 
correfponding'with part of September and OClober* 

. - i t tions 
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tions of the three Soobahs, and which 
proportion in their language is called 
Chowth *. From that time, they left 
Alyvirdy Khan in quiet poffeffion of the 
other Soobahs. 

Bengal f is an extenfive and fertile 
country, yielding a very great revenue. 
The air, on account of the exceffive rains, 
and the vicinity of the fea, is exceeding- 
ly moift. 

On the ift of Moherrem J, A. H. 1 156, 
(or 14th of February 1743), I.fet out 
from Moorlhedabad |j, after having relid- 
ed there feven months. Being apprehen- 
five of moleftation from the Mahrattas, 
who were then difperfed about the coun- 
try, I crofled the Ganges, and proceeded 
through Furnea §, and Tirhoot **, to 
Azeemabad ft. From the badnefs of the 
air and water, the inhabitants of Purnea 
are fubjeft to chronic diforders j but they 

* v* + t II 

% ^ ** 

"H* ? U or Patna 
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live happily under the government of Seif 
Khan brother of Ameer Khan t . 


Azeemabad is a large and well built 
city : the Ganges, with the confluence of 
feveral other {Kearns, runs by it, and af- 
ter palling through Bengal, unites with the 
fea. At this place alfo, the Europeans 
have erefled corifiderable buildings, and 
carry on an extenfive trade. This part 
of the country is famous for beetle leaf, 
which is fent to great diftances : and Pat- 
na rice being preferable to that of Bengal, 
is transported thither, and fold at a high 
price. 


The Emperor Mohammed Shah, ha- 
ving been mdifpofed for fome time, re- 
peatedly wrote Hakeem Allavee Khan to 
haften to court : wherefore, during the 
moft intcnfo heat, the fun being in Ge- 
mini, we left Patna, and travelling by the 
way of Benaris j, Allahabad jj, and Feruk- 
habad arrived at Shahjehanabad on the 
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loth of Jemady ul Sany % A, H. 1156, 
(or 21ft July 1743). 


Throughout our journey, the Soobah-? 
dars t, and Foujdars J, of Hindoftan, 
paid the highefl: refpe£l to Allavee Khan, 
and entertained him in a manner fuitable 
to his rank and charafter. 


At this time Ameer Khan ||, was Soa* 
bahdar of Allahabad, whither he had been 
fent contrary to his own defire, and the 
Emperor’s inclination, to pleafe Kummer- 
eddeen Khan § the Vizier and Nizam 
ul Mulk ++, who made ufe of this method 
to remove him from court, becaufe he was 
a man of fagacity, and played a deep game, 
Being thoroughly acquainted with theEm- 
peror’s character and difpofition, he ufed 
to feek every opportunity of infinuating 


Sooiafcdar or Viceroy ♦ 
% %he Chief Magistrate of a Dijlrift^ 

ili^M hcj^cr.^/ 

J 3 *? f SJ2 Grand Vizier, or Prime Minifter. 
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into his mind filfpicioris agaihft the Vi-» 
zier, and the Turany Moghuls *, in order 
to further his own views. But their party- 
being all powerful at that time, had him 
ordered away to Allahabad, of which 
place he had been appointed Soobahdar 
fome time before. Ameer Khan, however, 
did not remain idle* but fhortly after en- 
tering into a confederacy with Sefder 
Jung +, the Soobahdar of Oudh J* who 
with his Irany troops was able to cope 
with the Viziers party, prevailed upon 
the Emperor to call him to court, Whi- 
ther himfelf alfo returned ; and regaining 
his former influence* obtained for Sefder 
Jung the command of the artillery in the 
room of Saadeddeen Khan ||. But Ameer 
Khan did not long enjoy the fruits Of his 
policy, for on the 23d of Zelhejeh 1 159 
(or 25th December 1746), one of his own 
fervants, from an old grudge, ftabbedhim 
in theDewan Aum or public hall, at the 

II ** 

X 2 en- 



i 5 6 THE 'MEMOIRS OB* 

entrance of the railing His relations 
accufed.fqveral perfons of being the abet- 
tors of this horrid tranfa&ion ; but I do 
not think proper to mention their names, 
fince, ■ as is obferved in the Koran, “ Of 
a truth it is criminal to accufe afty one 
upon mere fufpicion." As he left no fon, 
the Emperor had given orders for all his 
property- to be ccnfifcated into the ex- 
chequer f j but his troops being fourteen 
months in arrears, would not differ his 
property td -be cpnfifeated, nor even per- 
mit his, body to be- buried, till they had 
received Tunkhas J for their deiaainife, 
which was not effefled till "fbtir- days'. af- 
ter the murder. 

* 

• When we arrived at Ferukhabad on 
our way toDehly, the governor Moham- 
med Khan Bungilh [|, was exceedingly ill* 
As foon as Allavee Khan had felt -Ms 

* At diftance from the throne is a railing, with- 
infide of which notvebnc perfons of rank are admitted, 

f Although the Emperor is the abfblute Heir of ail: his 
deceafed Munfebdars, yet he frequently relinquiihes hia 
right m favor of the relations, „ 

% an Affignment. 1 

■ U pulfe, 
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pulfe, and learnt the fymptoms of the dif- 
brder, he fent for me to his tent and 
faid, “ We muft not continue here, for this 
man will certainly die in the courfe of 
lix or leven days 1” Afterwards when we 
heard that Mohammed Khan died within 
the period prefcribed by Allavee Khan, 
I aiked him whether he was able to predict 
the preeife lime of death, merely from 
his phyfical fldll, or from any miraculous 
gift : he anfwered, that it was' from long 
practice in medicine, and experience of 
the fymptoms of dilbrders. 




Mabiii 
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Nadir Shah fends Ambaffadors to 
Mohammed Shah. 

% yrOHAMMEO ALT BEG * arid Mo- 
-LVl. hammed Kurreem t, ambaffadors 
from Nadir Shah; being introduced to the 
Emperor* prefented him a letter from their 
mailer, with an hundred elephants, fome 
inlaid fword hilts and other articles, which 
being made after the falhion of Hindo- 
ftan* were ufelefs and of little value in 
Perfia. They met with a gracious recep- 
tion, and 'were honoured with rich dreffes. 
Some days after, they told the Emperor* 
that Nadir Shah had commanded them to 
deliver a verbal meffage, fetting forth, 
** that the large armies which he had 
“ been obliged to maintain, to enable 
“ him to carry on his wars in Turan, 
“ Daghiftan, and Turkey, had exhaufted 
“ his treafures, at the fame time that he 
“ had remitted three years tribute through - 
out his dominions : that therefore it 
u would be brotherly in Mohammed 

* w X-.fJ + ; fjj 


Shah, 
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“ Shah, to aflift him with fifty or fixty 
“ lacks of rupees.” However, as no 
mention was made of money in the letter, 
Mohammed Shah gave the following di- 
red! anfwer to their application on that 
fcore. “ My brother, the king of kings, 
“ when we parted, told me never to pay 
any attention to verbal melfages, but 
** only to give credit to what fhould be 
“ written in his letter, .. On account of 
11 the weak ftate of the empire, the Ze~ 
“ mindars * fail in their remittances 
“ of the revenues, fp that the expendi- 
« tures exceed the receipts ; moreover 
“ the letter is totally filent on this fub- 
jedl, and a verbal anfwer is furely 
fufficient for a verbal meffage.” The 
China difhes, lignum alpes, fandal wood, 
and other articles required in the letter, 
were carefully fent. However, notwith? 
handing the valour difplayed in the Em- 
peror’s words, himfelf and every one 
about him, were dreadfully apprehenfive 
for the confequences, till they heard of 
|he death of Nadir Shah. 

At 1 * > * 

J Landholders. 

Mohammed 
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Mohammed Shah undertakes an 
Expedition againft Aly Moham- 
med Khan * the Rohillah f. 

I N the month of Safer- J, A. H. i i$ K 
(or A. D, 1745), the Emperor, at the 
inftigation of Sefder Jung, undertook an 
expedition againft Aly Mohammed Khan, 
who had made himfelf independent in 
Qwnlah j|, Bungurh and other places. 
He had' been originally a, private foldier, 
and rahed himfelf by degrees into, eon- 
fideration. by hisvalour and fuperior 
abilities. He rendered many important 
fervices to the empire, but at laft leaving 
fubdued the Rajah of the mountains of 
Khamawcn and the adjacent countries, 
he phtemined more ambitious views, and, 
at laft made himfelf independent of* aft 
authority. Sefder Jung, the Soobahdar of 

* ^ "t Tke Rokiilah-s are the 

Afghatscf oOW wikifit'Qf Rphy. bord^riyig ea Cabs!. 

,J This Aralrzn i: cQrEefp'<D_aced' : that year wi&‘ 

pari' of February and ^Jarch. 

II JyT i ** cTjS/ 
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Gudh, . was alarmed at his progrefs, and 
confidered him as a thorn in his fide : he 
therefore carried on the war with vigour, 
and Aly Mohammed was on the brink of 
defixu&ion. But Kummereddeen Khan, 
.the Vizier, who was negotiating a mar- 
riage between his own fon, and a daugh- 
ter of the Rohillah Qhief, being anxious 
to fave him from ruin, affured the Empe- 
ror that Aly Mohammed was ready to 
tnake his fubmiffions in perfon, The 
Emperor having been apprized, that Sef- 
der Jung in his advice, was chiefly afluated 
by felfifh motives ; and being defirous of 
pleafmg Kummereddeen Khan, as well' as 
in confideration qf the exigency of his 
own affairs, confented to the propolal. 
Before the imperial army made its appear- 
ance againft Aly Mohammed, he had ta- 
ken the precaution to. fend all his treafure 
and valuable effects to Kaim Jung *, fon 
of Mohammed Khan Bungifh. The Em- 
peror, therefore, confidering the near ap- 
proach of the rains, and the diflentions 3- 
mongft the ' Omrahs, contented himfelf 

• * -iy.s 

Y with 



with what had fallen into his hands, and 
returned to Shahjehanabad, It having 
been ftipulated that Aly Mohammed Khan 
fhould refidein fome other part of the 
empire, the Vizier had him appointed 
Voujdar of Sitfhind *> on which place the 
Tunkhas for the payment of the Turany 
troops were granted. 
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An Account of the Murder of Na« 
dir Shah. 

A BOUT this time, by letters from 
the minifters of Nadir Shalvand 
from the accounts ofperfons juft arrived 
from Perfia, was learnt the following in- 
telligence. 

Nadir Shah commenced his expedition 
againft the Lezekee of Daghiftan, for 
which he was making preparations when 
I took my leave of him at Cazvin. As 
he had conquered Hindoftan and Turan 
without experiencing any of the hardlhips 
of war, he vainly imagined that he fhould 
alfo now carry all before him, and arro- 
gantly declared that he would make prafc 
titutes of all the virgin daughters of theft 
great men, and in retaliation of the blood 
of his brother* would decapitate five thou* 
fand Lezekees : and confiding fqlely M- 
his own ftrength; fought not the aid and 
favour of heaven. But the Uezekees, who 
a#e rem%r|gthle for their Bfength apd Va?. 

Y 2 lour, 
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lour, gave him a different reception frorii 
what he had expecied; 

\ *• , 

I have heard from many of the fervantsj 

who attended his perfon, that in the wars 
df Hindoftan, Turan, and Turkey, he ne- 
ver neglected his ablutions y but would 
thenhuinble himfelfby proftratinghis fore- 
head on the duftjand make prayers andfup- 
plications to God: and that particularly 
during the battle with the Omrahs of Hin- 
doftan; he alighted from his horfe, rub- 
bed his face againft the earth, and made 
loud pToteflations of his own unworthi- 
nefs. Butin the war ofDaghiffan; he 
behaved in a manner quite contrary, be- 
ing inflated with pride and arrogance, 
nfegie&ing his duty to God : in confe- 
quence of which, he experienced a re- 
verie of fortune j for the Lezekees, after 
having made great {laughter amongft his 
troops, took refuge in their mountains } 
and thus, although in fa£i viblorious, he 
was obliged to give up the war, without 
baying committed the rapine, and fatiated 
his reffenge, in the manner he had medi- 
tated and threatened After T¥s return 
. from 
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ttdm Daghiftan, he {laid Tome time ill 
Iran, to prepare for the Turkifh war. 
He then marched to Kerkook, and after 
plundering Mouffel, Diarbeker, and other 
places in that quarter, which I have defcri- 
bed, proceeded to Nejeff, and Kerbela, 
where he vifited the fhrines of the Imams, 
and then proceeded through Irak Agem to 
Khorafam * . 

Allavee Khan, when he was at the 
Court of Periia, availing himfelf of Na- 
dir Shah’s favour and kiridnefs, employ- 
ed the opportunities, whilft he was pre- 
fcribing medicine, to adrainifter alfo 
wholefome advice, and which the Shali 1 
took in very good part. The Hakeem 
Baflhy was alfo continually exerting Mi 
{kill to correfl the impetuofity of his tem- 
per, for the benefit of mankind 5 and by*, 
a proper medical treatment, his difpofi- 
tion was fo much improved, that for a 
fortnight together he would not order the 
difcipline of the flick, much dels command 
any one to be deprived of his eyes or life. 
And efpecially when the attempt was made 
to affaffinate him on the borders of Mazen- 

* deran, 
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derail, in tlie manner already defcribed, be! 
Bid pot, punilh any one, until he had 
coolly and deliberately . inveftigated the 
imatier. But after the departure of Alla- 
Vee Khan, his own phyficians; from the 
Bread ' of offendiag him, differed the peo 
, cant humours again to predominate, when 
he returned to his old eouffes > every 
day, for the molt trilling offences, he 
would order fome to be deprived of their 
eyes, and others of life. At laff his , 
cruelty had tifen to fitch a pitch* that ho 
haff refolved to. haVe a general inaffacre 
ofhis Perfian troops, by the handsj.oEthd-- 
A%hans and Uzbecks* ~irr whom alone 
he now placed confidence. But he was 
himfelf murdered the very night prece- 
ding the morning in which he had de- 
termined to put his bloody purpofe into 
execution. The following are the parti- 
culars of this event. Gn the night of the 
Jemady' -ul Sany, A.. H. 1 160, , 

( or June 8th 1747 ), near the city of 
lOiojoon three daysyotimey from Me*- 
fhedj Mohammed ’Kidy Khan Arddaee f , 



who 
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who was of the fame tribe with Nadir 
Shah, his relation, and Kufhukchee Ba- 
fhee *, with {evenly of the Kukihek or 
guard, as well from a view to felf-prefer- 
vation, as at the mitigation of their com- 
mander, bound themfelves by an oath to 
affaffinate Nadir Shah ; but when the ap- 
pointed hour arrived, fifty- feven of them 
being feized with a panic, refufed to join 
in the execution of the plot. The other 
'thirteen, however, at night tore down the 
Seraperdah f, and entering the Harara, 
•Jailed the eunuch upon guard, who re- 
fufed them admittance ; they then pro- 
ceeded 'to the Shah, The fubftance of 
the various accounts is, that they dif- 
patched him with a matcHoek ball, with 
blows, and wounds with fwords and 
knives. It is faid, that at -firft he raged 
and abufed ; and then humbly fupplicat- 
ed for rnercy j but; neither prevailii^, dfe 
yras obliged to fiibmit to his fate. 


* if ^ Commaa ^ n S °® ccr of the body.gs 

The veil, or- cumin of the tent. 
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The women, with the jewel office and 
other valuable effe&s, having beeji fent 
on before to Kelat, under the. charge of 
Naffirullah Mirza, efcaped the fury and 
rapine of the affaffins. At day-break 
when the principal Omrahs aflembled 
together to inveftigate this aftonilhing 
event, they found the trunk of- Nadir 
Shah lying hea.dlefs on the ground, and 
an old woman lamenting, over, the head. 
The troops and the country people, now. 
plundered the Shah’s camp with that fii- 
' ry, of which hp had let them the exam? 
pie in Hindoftan, Turan, Turkey, and 
other places. His head was 'fent to Aly 
Kuly Khan, his brothers fbn, who had > 
occalioned the confpiracy, in order to 
raife himfelf to the throne. From hence 
is ;to be learnt, that it is better lor kings 
to repofe confidence in their fervants, 
than in their neareft relations. Nine days 
after the affaffination, Aly Kuly Khan or- 
dered the body to be removed to Meflied, 
where it was buried on the fifteenth day, 
in the maufoleum which Nadir Shah had 
prepared for himfelf. 

A V5I? . 
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A variety of contemptible anagrams 
were made of the letters which form the 
date of his death *, and amongft the reft 
the following; ‘ f In fire , in hell , with his 
** graneffather t and father 


The date of his acceffion to the throne 
may be thus exprefled. “ Jt is good i in 
what has happened 


To fpeak the truth, Nadir Shah was a 
brave and experienced foldier, pofleffed of 
an acute, diferiminating underftariding, 
with aftivity, refolution, and forefight i 


he knew very well how to conquer, 
to make himfelf obeyed, hut he was tor 
tally ignorant of the true principles of 
government, for the profperity of a king- 
dom * and the impetuofity of his temper, 
his cruelty and hardnefs of heart, ma^e 
Ms name univerfally abhorred and deleft - 
ed. From a verfe of Sheikh Mohammed 


Every letter in the Ar^bick. alphabet, has a name- 
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Aly Hazeen *, it fhould feem that Nadir 
Shah’s grandfather, Imam Kuly Beg +, 
was a fltinner: however, as it has been ob- 
ferved by a refpedtable' perfonage, we 
ought not, on this occafion, to give en- 
tire credit to the poet’s affertion, fmce 
he was an enemy to the Shah, and fled in- 
to Hindoftan from the dread of him.’ His 
age has not been exadtly afcertained, for 
want of his horofcope. From the appear- 
ance of his countenance, the ftrength of 
his limbs, and the vigour of his faculties, 
he didnot feem to be above fifty years of 
age. . Some fix his birth in A. 
for A. D. 1687) j and I have fdtheMiefe 
feen it written, that he was born on the 


27th of Ramzan a 102, or 33th June 
1691. His beard was: quite white, and he 
ufid to have it dyed black regularly twice 
a week , Having- loft all his double-teeth^ 
he feidom eat food that required much 
maftigation, and when he did* fwallowed 
it without chewing. His front teeth were 
all fddtt 3 ’' 3 ftd ‘firni : ifr Sk hea<$b • ' * 



fmce at Bcnari&r 


This excellent Poet died 3 fljort rirnj 
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After the death of Nadir Shah, his ne- 
phew Aly Kuly Khan, with the affiftance 
of Thamas Khan Jelayer, and others of 
the nobility, mounted the throne, and af- 
fumed the title of Aly Shah. He got pof- 
feffion of ten crores * of rupees in money, 
with gold and filver bullion, and jewels 
to an incredible amount, with the peacock 
throne, r apd other richesj which Nadir 
Shah had deposited in Kelat. He put to 
death all the fons and grandfons of Nadir 
Shah, excepting Sharokh Mirza, the fon 
of Reza Kuly Mirza, by a daughter of 
Sultan Hufiein. He appointed his own 
younger brother Ibrahim Khan, his vice-* 
roy. 

. ■ ' i ‘ , , . . . t ■, f 1 !**' 

* One hundred thousand ia one lack j one 

hundred, lacks are one crore jj and one hundred 
crercs are one arrib .■ , . ^ ,, 
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TranfaSlions at Lahoor, after the 
death of Zekaria Khan. 

YtfST before: the tnurder of Nadir 
4J Shah, Sfed Zekaria Khan the Soo- 
bahdar of Multan, who* had married the 
lifter of Kummereddeen Khari. 
Naib-Soobahdary was immediately con* 
felted upon Meer Momin Khan *, and 
fhortly after Yahia Khan t, the cldeft fon 
of Zekaria Khan, was appointed Soobah- 
iar, through the mtereft of Kummered- 

tfed.- ' ^ B ut before his arrival at Lahoor, 
his younger brother Hyatullah J, to 
Whom Nadir Shah had given the title of 
Shahnowaz Khan j|, having raifed a large 
army, marched againft him, and took him 
prifoner, and thereby got entire pofieffion 
of all their deceafed father’s eftate. Shah- 
nOwaz Khan erafed from his own feal the 
words, “ devoted fervant of Mohammed 

:• ifio-rs tcMf., ... 

1 OfyjiiS 

Shah* -4 

A ■:■■■■ \ i 
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Shah* and in their place fubftituted this 


“ O Lord thou art witnefs of my inten- 
tion ; 


“ Since my inclination is good , beftow 
good upon ms * .” 

In the border of the feal, inftead of the 
Emperor’s anceftors, he caufed to be en- 
graven the names of the twelve' Imams, 
having abahdoned the faith of the Sunnies, 
.and embraced that of tire Schias. When 


he had made himfelf mailer of the city of 


Lahoor, he extorted confiderable fums of 
money from his father’s officers, fettled 
the revenues of the country, and toot 
meafures' for continuing the war. Kum- 
mereddeen Khan ufed entreaties and 
threats, to obtain the enlargement of Ya- 
hia Khan, but in vain. However, it was 
fhortly after effected, by the contrivance 
of their hunt, With the affiftance of Ibrne 


Other ladies of the fetnily. They placed 
Yahia Khan in a tray, and covering it 
up, had it conveyed from an entertain- 
ment as a fervice • of victuals ; and he 




- 
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having thus regained his liberty, tra- 
velled by unfrequented roads to Shah- 
jehanabad . W hen Shahnowaz Khan dif- 
covered the trick that had been played, 
he punifhed all the accomplices of the 
plot ; but he forgot his refentment againft 
his aunt, upon her making the following 
fenfible and adedtionate declaration, “ Had 
“ circumftances been reverfed, faid fhe, 
“ and you the prifoner inflead of Yahia 
“ Khan, I fhould have exerted all my en- 
“ deavours to have fet you at liberty j 
for the heart of a parent feels moll af- 
fedhon for the child who is in adverfity. 
“ I am now in your power, difpofe of 
'** me as you may think proper.” Shah- 
nowaz Khan, charmed at her goodnefs of 
heart, and fagacity, gave her no further 
.trouble,. , ' i * 

Shahnowaz Khan, who perfuaded him- 
felf that the Vizier would not proceed to 
hoftilities, whilfl: his fon-in-law was in 
confinement, now that he had efcaped, 
began to be alarmed for his own fafety. 
To add to his diftrefs, Ahmed Shah * 

J-W}’: ■ Abdallce, 
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Abdallee *, upon hearing of the conteft 
between the brothers, marched to La** 
hopr. . „ 







i 7 a THE MEMOIRS OF 


The Exaltation of Ahmed Shah 
Abdallee, jtfe invades J3in- 

DOSTAN, 

A HMED KHAN, the fon of Moham- 
med Zeman Khan Seldoze *, a 
native of Herat, is one of the chiefs of 
his tribe ; on. which account, Nadir Shah 
always kept a watchful eye over him ; 
but the officers of all ranks, treated him 
in private with great refpedl : and on the 
day that Nadir Shah was killed, they de- 
clared for Ahmed Shah. The Kezle- 
bafhes attempted to crufli him, but he e- 
luded all their defigns, and by the advice 
of Mohammed Sabir f, a derveifh, pro- 
claimed himlelf king at Kandahar. Be- 
fore he came to that place, Mohammed 
Khan Shirazy J, the Beglerbeghy || of 
Cabul, Peilhore, and Sipd, accompanied 
by Naffir Khan §, arrived in that neigh- 


• * j}J «' — ^ £)^ t ^ 

J I! 



Governor! 


bourhood, 
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bourhood, with thirty lacks of rupees, 
which they had colle&ed from thofe pro- 
vinces, and were carrying to Nadir Shah s 
but upon the intelligence of his death, 
Nour Mohammed Khan *, and other 
neighbouring chiefs, divided the money 
amongft them. Ahmed Shah ordered 
them into cuftody, and made them re*- 
fund the money, which enabled him to 
raife troops, and make other preparations 
for conqueft. Ahmed Shah proclaimed 
himfelf king in Kandahar, in the fame 
year that Nadir Shah was killed. Mo- 
hammed Tuckee Khan f was one of his 
principal Omrahs. When he had fettled 
the revenues of Kandahar, Cabul, and 
Peilhore, and appointed officers to col- 
led the duties and tribute, he fet out up- 
on the conqueft of Hindoftan, at the head 
of twelve thoufand men. He croffed the 
river Attock, and plundered all the way 
to Lalioor, 

Shahnowaz Khan threw up an in- 
trenchment, mounted cannon on the 

* + i 

A a ramparts 
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ramparts of the fort, and prepared to 
a»ak& : ft- vigorous defence. Bafe%: # . Sabir,. ' 
the derveifh, went into the city .of Lav 
hoor, to vifit the. holy formes, and fee 
hismother, who refided there;. as well 
as to endeavour to prevail upon the go- 
vernor to furrender ; but loft his life in. 
the attempt, I {ball relate the particulars,, 
in the.raanner they were told me by 'Mba 
hammed Yar Khan f , Ahmed Shah's mint-? 
mafter, who was .intimately acquainted 
witktboderveifo, Baba Sabir, fi. handfmne 
youth, was tbe fon of a farrier of Laho.ot, 
and having an early inclination to abandon- 
worldly permits, left his own country 
when .very young, and travelled to Cabul, 
.Kandahar and Herat:. A foort, time be- 
fore the murder of Nadir Shah, Baba Sa- 
hir was pitching a little tent, and play- 
ing like a boy, when they afoed > him, 

“ BerveiOi, what are you about. IT. lie an- 
fwered, . ‘{ The kingdom of Nadir Shah 
“ being at an end, I am betting up the 
“ . .teritof AhmecbShahA. . After the .death 
of Nadir Shah, ' Ahmed Shah having -oh- 

v v ■ Fizt far, la; a title give to men3j cants. 

• .vr; ■ • tained 
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fcaiiied a kingdom as the derveifh Had 
predicted, whatever he afferted afterwards 
.gained Oniverfal credit. By his advice, 
Ahmed -Shah affumed the title o 
dffwfwk *; or the pearl of the age; front 
whence lie and his Abdallees were after- 
wards ' Called Dqdranet. When 'they 
came to Lahoor, the derveilh inhfted up- 
on going to the cityV notwithflanding alt 
Ahmed Shah’s endeavours to diffuade 
Him from fo rath ah undertaking. - ltd ac- 
cordingly fet out*, attended by Mohaibmed 
Yar Khan. : -When' He entered thh'Cfty Of 
Lahoor, the fpfes of ‘ Shahnowaz Khan 
brought’ intelligence^ that- "the magiciati 
of Ahmed Shah was come with intention 
to bewitch all the cannon : He was ac- 
cordingly ffeized, and brought belbre $hah- 
nowaz Khrani f who ’ at : the ; - interceffidm' of 
Adeeneh fifeg > Khan f , received ; him wi# 
Civility and refpedt : but not contenting 
to the derveilh’s propolal of lurrendCr- 
ing himfelf to Ahmed Shah, Sabir behav- 
ed With fuch infuffefabfe 'ihfoleneej ^|i 
he and Mohammed Yar Khan were com- 

y w I + « (*•,', * 1 

'’d , A a’ a ■ mitted 
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milted to prifon. The next day Shahno* 
waz Khan’s courtiers perfuading him, 
that he would bring misfortune upon 
himfclf by fuffering- Sabir the magician to 
live, he gave orders for him to be put to 
death, and the fentence was executed in. 
a cruel manner. But Mohammed Yar 
Khan, at the interpolation of fome of the 
courtiers of Shahnowaz Khan, to whom 
be had. formerly rendered good offices, 
was..fet-at To- 

enraged at the death of his fpiritual guide, 
and. ambaffador, that he inftantly crpffed 
the Rawee * to attack the enemy’s 
trenchments, when the Moghuls were fei- 
zedwith terror, and fled. ShahnowazlChan, 
in defpair at the defertion of his Moghuls, 
on whom he had placed his chief confi-. 
denee r ha{lened to Dehly with his jewels 
and all his gold,. However, Kummergd^ 
deen Khan was fo much enraged at-his 
,f former cbnduB, that he ordered him in- 
to enftody. The fortune of this man 
verified the old proverb, Whofoever digr 
geth a pit for his brother, Jhall fall there-* 
in himfelf 

Shalinowaz 
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Shahnowaz Khan fled from Lahoo? 
in the month of Moherrem ii6l*«{dr 
Jan. A* D. 1747) Thus Ahmed., Shah, 
without linking a Blow, got pofleflioa 
of that city. For above a month after, 
he was continually extorting large fuins of 
money from the inhabitants., and'his ar- 
my afiled conFormahly to the words of 
the poet Sady, ‘If the Mag ofdereth on- 
ly half an egg to be taken by force j his 
** army will flick a thousand fowls upon 
"» their fpits.” J . 

I ;fhaU . leave Ahmed Shah plundering 
■f Lahoor, and proceed With my. narrative. 

■ : • ; . 
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The Prifice Sultan Ahmed march- 
! is. to oppofe Ahmed* Shah Doo- 

RANY. \ x . • ’ ’ A’ f .. : 

A S from. the Emperors weak. date of 
health, . it would have been very in- 
convenient for him to have taken the.field k . 
the principal nobility advifed him to fend 
his (on ,$,pltan Ahmed * to act againil the 
"Dooranees j and reprefented that provi? 
ded the prince went with the army, not 
one of the Qjmrah^ would aik any fupplies 
of money,; or grants of j ageer ;. hut .that if 
he fent an army without the prince, 
there would be required immediately fixty 
lacks of rupees for the troops of the 
Omrahs, befides new grants of jageers. 
The Emperor, however, had fuch an affec- 
tion for his fon, that he could not be 
prevailed upon to part with him at that 
time j but rather confented to exhauft his 
treafury, by ilfuing fixty lacks of rupees 
amongft the troops of Kummereddeen 
Khan, Sefder Jung, Zulfecar Jung, Ra- 


j ah 



K-HQJEH. ABDULKURUEE;M. .1%. 

jah Iflejree- Singh *, fon of Jyfingh % 
Saadeddeen Jvhan . Bukht Singh jj, 
and other Omrahs.: arid after granting 
additional jageers, ordered the array tp 
proceed againft the enemy. 

When they arrived at Suniput §, inteU 
ligence was received, that Ahmed Shah 
was levying .a large array at Lahoor, with 
defign of marching to Dehly. The intel-, 
ligence occalioned general confternation, 
from the dread that the fame enormities 
which they had experienced from Nadir 
Shah, would be committed over again.. Sa~ 
Jabut Khan ** and Zulfecar Khan return-? 
ed to the Emperor, and convinced him o£ 
the neceffity of encouraging the troops* 
by the prefence of the. prince. Sultan Ah-r 
med accordingly proceeded to Suniput^ 
with a fourth part of the imperial troops, 
and Zulfecar Jung was appointed his 
Ataleek if or, tutor.. Rajah Ifferee Singh, 

I X~y^. § ** 

++ jjo ‘ ■ 


taking 
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taking advantage of the pofture of affairs, 
applied for the command of the caftle of 
Rinthore *, and in hopes of fucceeding 
Raid behind : but Kummereddeen Khan, 
and Sefder Jung, pontively objected to 
the meafure, from the perfuafion that if 
foch an important fortrefs got into the 
hands of the Rajpoots, 'it would be in>- 
poffible again to difpoffefs them : they at 
the fame time told the Rajah’s agent, that 
if his mailer did not choole to join the 
army, he might return to his own country. 
Ifferee Singh being at enmity with his 
brother, who is married to a daughter 
of the Ranna +, and as other Zemin- 
dars were alfo ill difpofbd towards him, 
he thought it molt prudent not to difpleafe 
the Emperor^ and accordingly joined tins 
army. 

Amongft the Omrahs who accompanied 
the Shahzadeh J, were the following, 
Kummereddeen Khan the Vizier, with 
his two fons, and the Turany Moghuls, 

jyf’j T 

4 ! Tiie King's Son, the Prince, 


his 
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his dependents, Janifh Khan *, Ahmed 
Zeman Khan f, Mohammed Atta Khan J, 
and Sefder Jung, with a few troops, and 
Ifferee Singh, with a body of Rajpoots in 
faffron-coloured dreffes. A perfon Raining 
his clothes with faffron before he goes to 
battle, indicates that he is refolved to 
conquer or die 3 but this cowardly boafter, 
fled in the beginning of the aft ion. Under 
the prince’s ftandard marched alfo Maffir 
Khan j| , who had been formerly Soo- 
bahdar of Peifhore 3 and Mohyeddeen 
Aly Khan. The following great Omrahs 
remained with the Emperor; Ghazyedr 
deen Khan §, Intezam ed-dowlah **, fort 
of Kumm.ereddeen Khan, Jilaleddeen Hy« 
der Khan ft, fon of Sefder Jung, IfhaR 

* 

§ cMcrJW ** JjjJiflC-'i 

'I'h ® afterwards the Nawab 

Siuja-ed-dowlah, ^ Jy 

B; K Khan* 
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Khan *, Dewan of the Khalfeh f, or*, 
exchequer, Saadeddeen Khan, Khanfa^ 
man J, or fteward of the houfehold, 
Abdulmejeed Khan Mejdeddowlah [], and 
Rajah Bukht Sing Rathore 

* t ^ 

| 7 yf b a particular tribe of Rajpoots. 


The 
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The defeat of the AbdalleEs* 

A FTER a confutation of the prih-= 
cipai Ortirahsj it was determi-* 
ned, that the army fhould advance be- 
yond the plain of Karnal Which had 
proved fo unfortunate to the troops of 
Hindoftan, in the a&ion with Nadir 
Shah } they therefore proceeded to the 
ferry of Matcheewafeh t, and encamped 
On the banks of the Setluje Here they 
received intelligence, that Ahmfed Shah, 
after croffing the Rawee, had gone to 
Sirhind, and was now poffeffing himfelf 
of all the treafufe and effects in that quar- 
ter : upon which the Shahzadeh with the 
army, turned back again, and marched 
towards Sirhind. When they arrived 
within four dofe of Sirhind, a cannonading 
commenced on both fides, which was 
repeated for fixteen days, till the 2 2d 
of Rebby ul Awwel, A. H. 1161, (or 
lojh. March 1748), when both armies 

* ^ ^ 

drew 


B b 2 



s§8 THE MEfvioiRS OF 


drew up in order of battle. Kummered- 
deeri Khan was fitting in his tent after 
having performed his prayers, intending 
to proceed fhortly to aftion, when a. 
cannon-ball from the enemy, {truck him 
on the fide, and deprived him of life. 
His fon Maayen ul Mulk *, immediately 
informed the'Shahzadeh and Sefder Jung 
of this dire event; and after calling to- 
gether the officers of his deceafed father’s 
troops* reprefented to them the neceffity 
of keeping his death fecret from the 
army ; aflured thern of his resolution to 
conquer of perilh in the action, and ,de- . 
fired that thofe who were not hearty iri 
the caufe would retire. They were all ani- 
mated by his example, and promifed to 
fiipport him at the expence of their lives : 
then having caufed it to be reported, 
that the Vizier not choofing to {fir abroad 
that day, had appointed his fon to aft in his 
{lead, Maayen ul Mulk mounted his ele- 
phant, and led on the troops to the charge. 
The Abdallees fuftained the attack with 
valour; and the contefi; was bloody and 

obfti- 
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obflinate on both fides. Maayen ul Mulk 
difplayed great military (kill and intrepi- 
dity. Janifh Khan was killed. The Ab- 
'dallees were now gaining the advantage, 
‘owing to the defertion of Ifleree Singh, 
and his troons, which left one of the 
flanks of the imperial army entirely ex- 
pofed to the enemy, till Sefder Jung 
advanced to its fupport ; Maayen ul 
Mulk renewed the attack, the enemy 
fufFered great {laughter, and at length 
were obliged to retreat. On account of 
the death of the Vizier, the Shahzadeh 
did not think proper to purfue the enemy, 
but encamped on the banks of the Set- 
luje, where we will now leave him. 


The 
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The death of MohAmmei* Shah* 
A fwmnary Account of his An - 
cejlors . 

I HAVE heard from well-informed per-* 
fons, that the defcendents of Ameer 
Timour, had not fully eftablifhed their 
empire in Hindoftan, till the middle of 
the reign of Akber, and his attention 
was fo much given to temporal affairs, 
that he negleCted fpiritual concerns. The 
wife adminiftration of Alumgeer, gave 
fplendour to religion, and from his ju- 
dicious regulations the government ob- 
tained full vigour. This monarch, who 
introduced the collection of Jezyah * in 
Hindoftan, befrdes being pious, was learn- 
ed, wife, and aftive in bufmefs : but the 
wars which enfued amongft his fons and 
grandfons, after his death, weakened the 
empire, and brought on its decline: in 
thefc bloody contefts for the empire, 
perifhed all the old and experienced fer- 
vants of the crown. Summarily, after 

Capitation tax levied from infidels. 

the 
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the death of Alumgeer, bloody battles 
were fought between his Tons Bahadre 
Shah, Aaem Shah, and Sultan. Kam- 
bukhlh % By the will of heaven Ba-> 
hadre Shah obtained the kingdom, and 
affumed the title of Shah Alum, or king of 
the world : he was pious, learned, courte- 
ous, and munificent to a fault j and had 
a numerous family. During the life-time 
of his father, he had made a vow, that 
if he fhould afterwards be king, he would 
gratify the defire of every one % and by 
a religious performance of this engage-* 
jnent, fo incompatible with the laws of 
government, by exceflive largefies and 
immenfe gifts, he exhaufted the treafures 
accumulated by Shahjehan, and which 
his father had fo greatly augmented. 
Neverthelefs, out of regard to the no- 
blenefs of his defigns, and his perfonal. 
valour, the Omrahs, the army, the gover- 
nors of provinces, and the Zemindars, 
refpe&ed his authority, and were ever du- 
tiful, and obedient to his commands. On 
his demife, new wars broke out between 
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Bis fons Moezeddeen *, Azeem us Shan f, 
Raffieh us Shan j, and Jehan Shah |j, Mo- 
f zeddeen gained the throne, and took the. 
title of Jzhpi&ar. Shah , or the pafejfor of 
the world. He was very robuft, poffeffed 
courage, and military Skill ; but lie. had 
reigned only eight months, when his ne- 
phew Ferukhfeer, came from Bengal, and 
took him prifoner in battle j and to the. 
utter difgrace of the victor, he was put to., 
death in a cruel manner. Shortly after # _ 
Zulfecar Khan experienced the like fate. 
Ferukhfeer, owing his exaltation to the. 
twoSyed brothers Huffein Aly Kha;n§, and, 
Abdullah Khan **, loaded, them with ho- 
nours j but happening at laft to difpleafe 
them, they deprived him of his. crown and 
life. Huffein Aly Khan, who was Meer. 
Bukhfhee ft, and Soobahdar of the Dek- 
han, taking advantage of the. mifunder- 


h 


** 


ft 
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ftatiding between bis brother and Ferukh- 
fcer, carried with him a pretender to the 
throne in a covered carriage. ■ When he 
arrived at Dehly, he neglected to wait 
upon the Emperor, and after having 
alarmed his fears to the titmoft, open- 
ly declared, that it was his intention 
to facrifice the pretender to the Em- 
peror’s pleafure, by delivering him up 
at the firft interview. Alter a long nego- 
tiation, it was agreed, that Huffein Aly 
Khan fhould make his own arrangements, 
in the government, and then come and 
pay his refpeHs to the Emperor. He ac- 
cordingly entered the fort, and fent his 
own men into the Haram, from whence 
they dragged out Ferukhfeer, and carried 
him to prifon. In order to prelerve 
the appearance of royalty, the brothers 
raifed to the throne, Raffeih ul Dir- 
jat *, fon of Raffeih us Shan. Having 
now effectually refumed all the power 
of the government, the office of Vizier 
was conferred upon Abdullah Khan, and 
that of Meer Bukhfhee upon Huffein 
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Aly Khan, as before. Some people affertj 
that the following verfes were written by 
Ferukhfeer whi'lft in prifon : but others 
attribute the compolition to his tutor, and 
fay that he only repeated them* 


The heart is intoxicated with inadnefs > 
give it not wine . 

It is habituated to fire ; give it not wa- 
ter. 

To every one who enquireth after the con- 
dition of my heart ; 

Breathe only a Jigh upon the lip , give 
him no anfiwer 

A few days after, Ferukhfeer was def- 
troyed by poifon : in order to be fure he 
was dead, they cut the foies of his feet, 
and then buried him. 


* 
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Raffeih ul Dirjat being of a weak con- 
dilution, and much addicted to drinking 
an infuiion, of poppy heads, reigned only 
three months and eleven days. Abdullah 
Khan and his brother then raifed to the 
throne, his. brother Raffeih -ed- dowleh, 
and gave him the title of Shahjehan. 
They made him march from' Agra to op- 
pofe Naikofeer^ who had been fet up in. 
opposition by Metrefain +, and others. 
Naikofeer was taken prifoner. Shahjehan 
being fickly, like his brother, and addicted 
to the fame intemperance, foon defcend- 
ed frpm. the throne into, the coffin. 

At the death of Shahjehan, his brother 
Rofiien Akhter J was taken out of con- 
finement at Dehly, and placed on the 
throne in the beginning of Zekahdeh A. H. 
1131 (or in October 1719), with the title of 
Mohammed Shah. The grand entertain- 
ment which he gave on Sunday the 9th 
of Shawal 1133 (or July 2std 1721),. was. 

* x-4C-' + Cx-s? 

J The bright liar. 

c c 2 q% 
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on account of foroe aftrologi'cal predic- 
tion. Mohammed Shall beiiTg at that 
time a very beautiful youth, a refpeftable 
poet made the following lines upon the 
eircumflances of his acccffioa. 


It was a bright Jlar , now it has become- 
the moon 

' Jofeph f cams cut of prifon, and teas. 
King {. ■ 

The minifters fettled it, that during the 
feven months of Raffeih ul Dirjat and 
Raffeih - ed - dowleh the throne fliould b<? 
confidered as having been vacant, and that 
time be added to the reign of Moham- 
med Shah, whereby they place his accef- 
fxon on the ifl of Rebby ul Awwel, which 
extends his reign to 30 years ,* whereas 
it was only twenty-nine years and fix 
months. 


* Jofeph is called by the Eaifent Poets, the Moon of 

'Egypt, J 

f According to the Karen Jofeph was King of Egpyt. 


HH 


o-Ks of pj*J 1 gagjc-dl 
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Huffein Aly Khan, in order to be re- 
venged upon Nizam ul Mulk, for having 
defeated and flaughtered his troops, made 
Mohammed Shah march aaainft him on 

O 

the 27th ofZilliejeh (or iSfh Oft. 1720) in 
the fecond year of his reign. Daring the 
expedition, Meer Hyder Khan *, at the 
inftigation of Mohammed Ameen Khan h, 
pretending to have received injuries from 
him, prefented a falfe petition on the fub- 
jeft to Huffein Aly Khan, and whilft he 
was reading it, flatbed him with a knife ; 
and repeated the blow till he expired ; but 
the affaffin was inflantly cut to pieces. 
Mohammed Shah foon after gave up the 
expedition and returned towards Dehly, 
in order to oppofe Abdullah Khan, who 
upon the news of his brothers affaffma- 
tion, took out of prifon Sultan Ibraheem 
fon to Raffeih us Shan, and declared 
him Emperor ; and was marching at the 
head of a large army to take vengeance 
on the murderers of his brother. On 
Friday the 13 th of Moherrem, in the 2d 
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year of the reign, (or 2d November 1720)^ 
a battle was fought, when Abdullah Khan 
being made prifoner,. Mohammed Ameen, 
Khan was appointed Vizier in his head. 
Six weeks after his promotion* Moham- 
med Ameen Khan died a natural death* 
when the Emperor wanted to confer 
the Vizarut upon Khandowran, but the. 
Turany Moghuls being diffatisfied with, 
him, raffed a tumult, when Enayutuliah *; 
Khan f, univerfally refpefted {or his in-, 
tegrity and abilities, was made deputy. 
Vizier, and Nizam ul Mulk grand Vi- 
zier ; and when the latter came to Dehly, 
he was formally invefted with the office, 
by receiving a khelut J, or drefs, and; 
ther honorary diftinftions. But after- 
wards, differences happening between the. 
Emperor and Nizam ul Mulk, the Viza- 
rut was bellowed upon Kummereddeen, 
Khan, on the 2d of Zekahdeh, in the fixth 
year of the reign, (or 11th July 1724). 
The Emperor from this time delivered; 

* 


himfelf 
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liimfelf up to indolence and pleafufe, till 
the invafion of Nadir Shah changed his 
joy into borrow. During the reign of 
Mohammed Shah, there were continual 
diffenfi ons am on 5ft the Omrahs j fo that 
whenever one began a buiinefs properly, 
fome other, in order to promote his own 
felfilh views, would be fure to counteract 
and fruftrate his good intentions. The 
Emperor all the while looked on without 
daring to interfere, from the apprehen- 
lion of experiencing the fate of Ferukh- 
fecr and the two Syed. But what 
was worfe than the feuds amongft the 
Omrahs, they had formed connexions 
with the Zemindars ; each Ameer in his 
turn, infmuatiug that if another ventured 
to rebel, he could be emitted by means of 
fome particular Zemindar, the Emperor 
was thereby prevailed upon to llrengthen 
one after another, till at length the Ze- 
mindars got pofleffion of the whole power 
of the empire, and the Omrahs funk into 
infignificance. It is, however, but juft 
to obferve, that thofe evils did not refult 
from any peculiar depravity in the pre- 
fent nobility, but were the natural effecls 

of 
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of a feeble government, when the authority' 
of the monarch being treated with con- 
tempt, cabals and diffenfions invariably 
arife amongft the nobility, and in their 
confequences are the ruin of the empire* 

1 have been told, that Mohammed Shah 
in his youth was of a robuft make, and 
poffefled a very good underftanding j but 
in the latter part of his life, from, lick-* 
nels, and the conftant ufe of opium, his 
mind, and his whole frame, were weak 
and debilitated. lie was bom on Friday, 
the 23d of Rebby ul Awwel, A. FL.1114, 
(or 5th Auguft 1702), in the neighbour- 
hood of Ghuzncen j and died at Dehly 
on the 27th of Rebby ul Sany 1161, (or 
14th April 1748. 


A CHRO- 
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At the time Mohammed Shah died, the 
Prince Sultan Ahmed was with the army 
at Sirhind ; and Malekah ul Zemany 
Mohammed Shah’s widow, who was" a 
daughter of Ferukhfeer, in order to pre- 
vent any hidden commotions, enjoined 
Ghazyeddeen Khan, and fome other Om- 
rahs to keep the event fecret, till the prince’s 
arrival, Sultan Ahmed, on receiving in- 
telligence of his father’s death, fet out im- 
mediately for Shahjehanabad, leaving Ni- 
zam ul Mulk governor of Lahoor. 

. , * The Emprefs of the age. 


r> a 2 


SvtTAN 
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Sultan Ahmed ajcenc$s the 
Thrqne. 

T Paniput *, on the 2 cl of Jemady 
I- ul Awwel 1-161, (or April 18th 1748), 
the Nawab Sefder Jung, having made, 
the neceffary preparations for the inaugu- 
ration of the new monarch, by fetting up 
the imperial Chetr h , and other infignia of 
royalty, congratulated Sultan Ahmed up- 
on his acceffion to the throne of Hindof- 
tan, and did him homager The Emperor 
returned the compliment by faying, “ I 
alfo congratulate you, upon the Vizarut.’’ 
The other Omrahs who were prefent 
were honored with different marks of the 
royal favour. The Emperor directed that 
the following titles fhould be ufed in the 
pulpit and op the coin ,* Mojahideddeen, 
Ahulna/Jir , Ahmed Shah, Bahadre , Padjha 
Ghazi J ; or the warrior in defence of re-° 

t « „ jl 
' — *{j* 

i" f? or umbrella, is one of the infignia of royalty,. 

ligion, 
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ligion , the father of victory, Ahmed Shah, 
the valiant , the vicarious king. 


Thofe who were perfe&ly converfant in 
the proper forms, reprefented to the Em- 
peror, that not one of the defendants of 
Timour had ever affumed the title of Ba- 
hadre, but had only conferred it upon 
their fervants : however this remonftrance 
did not make him change his orders, and 
Bahadre was included amongft his titles. 
The Nawah Sefder Jung was formally 
inveftpd with theVizarut; the office of 
Meer Bukhfhee, was obtained by Syed 
Selabut Khan Zulfecar Jung *, on the 
removal of Afof Jahf. Nizam ul Mulk J 5 
Itemadeddowleh J|, fonof the late Kumme- 
reddeen Khan, was appointed fecond 
Bukhfhee : and the Nawab Abdulmajid 


+ 1 in dignity like Afof , who they fay wa» 

Solomon^ Vizier* i» a title commonly given to the grand 
Vizier* - 


4 » 




the arrangement of the empire, the ac- 
tion being here ufed for the perfon* 

II 


Mej- 
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^ejdeddowleh f third Buhhlhee, or pay- 
mafter . Thefe were the only changes that 
then happened, all the ether Onirahs 
{landing confirmed in their refpeclive of- 
fices. The Emperor’s mother, who was a 
concubine, named Oudhem Biey f , now 
obtained the. title of Nawab. Biey J.; and 
fometime after Nawab Koodfieh Sahebeh- 
zemany ||. Jaweid Khan the eunuch, who 
had been many years in her fervicc, was at 
her recommendation appointed Daro- 
gha** of the Abdar Khaneh id; the Feel 
Khaneh jj, perfume office and of the 
Ghojiii Khaneh J|||, with the title of Naw^b 


* J ^ Jv? Father of the prefent 

.Abdullahed Khan. 

+ y -Y„i t /UJy 

|j The holy Nawab* the 

Mlhrefs of the age. 

§ Superintendant# 

‘t’f ^ L?j The Water-houfe. XX * 

j||J ^ The Bath. 

Bahadre„ 
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Bahadre *. Man Khan f, the king’s maternal 
uncle, obtained a munfeb of fix thoufand, 
and the title of Moatekid ed dowleh J. 

The following event which happened 
in the fame year, was the caufe of great 
commotions. On the feftival of Zuhah {[, 
Sefder Jung, in returning from the Eed- 
gah § to his Own lioufe, palfed through 
the market place called Neegumbobdh 
when fuddenly fome thatches on the 
right fide of the ftreat appeared in flames,' 
and there was difeharged from that quarter 
a volley of matchlock and piftols balls. 
Several of the fervants in the front of the 
proceffion were wounded, but fortunately 
theNawab himfelf did not receive any inju- 
ry. Notwithftanding all the enquiries that 
were made, the parties concerned in this 
audacious aft could never be difeover- 

% J J The tn &y fervant of the Hate* 

ii </v 

§ -ok v* The pi fee where the fefdvaU are celebrated 
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fed: howev.er, as it occafioned fufpicioiw 
in the mind of Sefder Jung unfavorable 
to the Emperor, he abfented himfelf from 
court for threb months. At laft the exi- 
gency of the Emperors affairs was fucli, 
that he was perfuaded by his friends to 
pay the Vizier a vifit, when by this con- 
defcenfxon, and the raoft folemn protefta- 
tions, Sefder Jung was fatisfied of his in- 
nocence. 

As foon as Ahmed Shah Dootahy re- 
ceived intelligence of the feuds at court, 
he marched from Cabul for Lahoor. 
However Nizam ul Mulk, the Soobahdar 
of Penjab, hopped his progrefs, by promi- 
fmg to remit him annually fourteen lacks 
of rupees, ,in fatisfaftion of the revenues 
of fome places ceded to Nadir Shah, for 
the payment of the expences of Cabul, and 
which Nadir Shah, till his death, received 
regularly from Zakaria Khan. Upon this 
negociation, the Dooranees returned to 
Kandahar, and Penjab efcaped the horrors 
of devaluation and plunder. 


An 
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An Account of the death of Aly 
Mohammed Khan the Rohil- 
lah, and of the contentions which 
enfued between his Sons and the 
Nawab Kaim Khan, Son of 
Mohammed Khan Bungish* 

U PON the death of Kummereddeen 
Khan, Aly Mohammed Khan, Rohil- 
lah, Zemindar and Foujdar of Ownlah 
and Bungurh, was under the necelfity of 
feigning a friendfhip with Sefder Jung the 
Vizier, and till his death a&ed with well- 
diffembled humility. His fons, imitating 
his example, connefted themfejves with 
Sefder Jung : but he, fenfiblethat his coun- 
try could never be fecure whilftthe Afghans 
maintained any power in that quarter, re- 
folved to extirpate them, by fowing dif- 
fenfions between thofe of Roh and thofe 
of Bungifh. There are various dories on 
this fubjeci, but what follows, appears to 
be moft probable and confident. The 
Emperor and his minifters, fecretly per- 
E e fuaded 
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fuaded Kahn Khan * to deftroy the fans 
of Aly Mohammed, by promifing him 
poffeffion of their territory. At the fame 
time, Sefder Juhg encouraged the fans of 
Aly Mohammed to make a vigorous op- 
polition to Kaim Khan, and pretended to 
give orders to Nevil Roy t , the Naib 
Soobahdar of Oudh, to march himfelf 
with troops to the fupport of the Rohil- 
lahs. Accordingly, Kaim Khan took the 
field with a large army again!! the Rohil- 
Iahs, refolved to deftroy them j whilft the 
Rohillah Chiefs confiding on the af- 
furances they had received from Sefder 
Jung, marched out boldly to oppofe him, 
expe&ing to be faon joined by Nevil Roy. 
Kaim Khan, feeing the critical fituation of 
affairs, refolved to attack the Rohillahs 
before they ftiould be ftrengthened by 
their junction 3 with Nevil Roy. The Ro- 
hillahs, now alarmed at their fituation, 
fued for peace ; but Kaim Khan refufed 
to liften to their propofals, and purfued 
his operations with vigour. The Rohil- 
lahs, driven to defpair, laid troops in am- 

* Ctiff + i/CJy 

fiu!h 
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bufh with cannon, and after a fhort fkir- 
mifh took to flight. KaimKhan, inflated 
with pride by the repeated felicitations 
for peace, and thinking he had now gain- 
ed the yi&ory, purfued the enemy carelefs- 
ly, till he came in front of the ambufh, 
when the concealed artillery was lb well 
ferved, that he and all his principal offi- 
cers were killed, and the whole army 
fled with precipitation to Ferukhabad. 
Thus the Rohillahs, from, their humility, 
and nc?t having confided on their ftrength, 
returned viftorious to Ownleh and Bun- 
gurh. The Emperor and the Vizier, upon 
receiving intelligence of the death ofKaini 
Khan, had refolved to fend an officer to 
confifcate his property, when they learnt 
that the mother of the deceafed, had agreed 
to pay the Mahrattahs twenty lacks of 
rupees, provided they would extirpate 
the Rohillahs, and fend her Saadullah 
Ipian *, the fen of Aly Mohammed, to.be 
put to death, in retaliation of the blood 
of her fon. As this invafion of the Mah- 
rattahs, would have expofed the territory 

E e 2 of 
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df Sefder Jung to their devaftations, he 
perfuaded the Emperor to march towards 
Ferukhabad in the month of Moherrena 
1163, or in Dec, 1749, to prevent the 
threatened irruption. When they arrived 
in Sircar Kowl % it was agreed, that the 
Emperor with Ghazyeddeen Khan, Inte- 
zam ed dowleh, and fome others of the 
Omrahs, fhould continue there j whilft 
Sefder Jung, with Abdulmajeed Khan 
Cafhmeery f, and Lutfullah Khan Pa- 
niputty J, Shere Jung j|, &c. were tq 
proceed to Ferukhabad, in order to con- 
fifcate the eftate of the late Kaim Khan. 
But the mother of Kaim Khan, who was 
a woman of great penetration and pru- 
dence, having learnt thefe refolutions, [re- 
paired immediately to the* Viziers camp, 
attended only by 300 cavalry. After a 
long conference (lie agreed to fend the 
Emperor fifty lacks of rupees, and faith- 
fully fulfilling her engagement, the Em- 
peror marched back to Shahjehanabad. 


./ in Agra, 


Some 
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Some Account of the Nawab Mo- 
ATEMID UL MELOUK, SyED Al- 
I.avee Khan, Hakeem Bashy. 

f T "'HE name of this illuftrious perfon- 
JL age, is Mirza Mohammed Hafli- 
em * ; his father was Hakeem Mohammed 
Hadi t ; and his grandfather was Syed 
Mozuffereddeen, Huffein Allavee, of the 
flock of Mohammed Haneef J. Syed Mo- 
zuffer eddeen was a learned phyfician of 
Beabanek || in Khorofan, and afterwards fet- 
tled at Shiraz, which is the native foil of 
his defcendents. Mirza Mohammed Hadi, 
his fon, belides his Ikill in phyfic arid for- 
gery, which was famous throughout Iran, 
was a remarkable fine penman, and poffef- 
fed other accompli foments in an eminent 

h — Jis j ifj h I CcA 

a Son of Aly not by Fathima, but of another marriage, 

■ ■ 11 _&•. 

degree. 
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(degree. He lived like a Calender *, and 
was filled Mirza Hadi Calendery. Du- 
ring his ftudies, he wore the drefs of the 
learned, but when he was compoling 
verfes, and in company at coffee -houfes f , 
his habit was that ot a Calender. The 
following are the mod renowned of his 
pupils, who have vilited Hi n do dan s 
Sheikh Mohammed Huffein, Hakeem ul 
Memalik J, whofe poetical name is Shoh- 
ret [}; he was the greatefi phyfician of his 
time, and a good poet. Hakeem Moham- 
med Ifmail Shirazy §, who fettled at Ak- 
berabad **, and was from thence called 
Akberabady, was a phyfician of great lkill 
and extenfive practice. Hakeem Aly 

* a kind of Mohammedan monks, who defpife 

worldly poffeffions. 

|| Renown* 

f* ** I 

** The City of Akber, Agra. 


Nuckee 
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Nuckee Khan *, who was patronized [by 
the Nawab Azeemullah Khan f. Al{b 
Hakeem Mortiza j, and Hakeem and 
Moulavee Nufleira |[, who went from A- 
zeemabad to Shiraz. Thefe with many 
other pupils of Mirza Mohammed Hadi, 
iettled in Hindoftan, the Dekhan, Iran, 
and other countries. The poetical name 
of Mirza Maho mined Hadi is Sheh- 
rer ^ : Ailavee Khan had in his polfellioa 
a dewan ** of his compoling. He died 
in the year 1 107, or 1695, aged fixty three 
years, and was buried near the tomb of 
Imam Mouffa Kazim at Shiraz. He left 
behind him two fons, Mirza Mohammed 
Halhem (or Ailavee Khan) and Mirza 
Mohammed Huffein ft. The latter was ve~ 



11 br* 


§ j Spark of fire. 

£J ' A £> ewan is a feries of Odes, running 
through the whole alphabet, all the rhymes of the firft ter* 
minating in I of the fecond in w* and fo on* 
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ry learned in phyfic, as he has {hewn by his 
commentary on the Canoonchee *. Mir- 
za Mohammed Hafhem fludied under his 
father, affifted by Moulla Lutfuilah Shi- 
razy f, and Akhoond Meffieha Affiey 
He travelled from Shiraz to the Dekhan in 
A. H. 1111, or A.D. 1699, being then in 
the 34th year of his age, and was prefent- 
ed to Alumgeer during the liege of Sit- 
tareh ||$ that Emperor honoured him with 
a khelut § and a munfeb **, and placed 
him in the fervice of his fon Mohammed 
Azem Shah. In t consideration of his fa- 
mily defcent and renowned ikill, he ob- 
tained in marriage the daughter ofHakeem 
Mohammed Shefia Shufhteree ft. In the 
reign of Bahadre Shah, he obtained the 


* or fhort Canons of the art of Phyfic. 

f J X 

e» *♦ 

j| 

§ a Drefs given on appointment to an of- 


fice, and other public occafions* 

^ Dignity. 




title 
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title of Allavee * Khan, with an increafe 
of his mimfeb, and jageer f . Whiifl he 
was in the Fervice of Mohammed Shah, 
that monarch ordered him his weight in 
gold and filver, raifed his nranfeb to fix 
thoufand, with a monthly flip end of three 
thoufand rupees, and gave him the title 
of Moatemed ul Melook j. From theuni- 
verfal fame of his learning and (kill, Na- 
dir Shah, after the capture of Dehly, 
{hewed him great refpecf, and under a 
promife that he fhould be permitted to 
make a pilgrimage to Mecca, he was pre- 
vailed upon to accompany that conqueror 
on his departure from Hindoftan, as I have 
before related. He was continually bulled 
either in writing prefcriptions for the lick, 
' or in literary purfuits, and yet to the age 
of eighty years, had never worne fpec- 
tacles, and was poffeffed of all his other 

* ‘-k The exalted Khan Of Lord. 

"F An alignment of land. 

J mSf The trufty Servant of Kings, 


F f 


faculties 
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faculties in full vigour. Amongft • his 
works one entitled jumvial Jewavui 0> , 
or the Co Ik Elion of CoIlcEIions, is of inch 
ex ten five erudition, that if all the other 
books in phyfic were to be loft, the whole 
art would be found preferved in this vo- 
lume. He wrote very good verfe,;, and 
has been celebrated by many poets. He 
was born at Shiraz in Ramzan robe (or 
January 1660), and 'died of a dropfy, at 
Shahjehanabad on the 29th of Rejeb 
rid?, (or c . d July 1749). Conformably 
to the di red ions in his left will, his re-- 
mains were interred near the tomb of Ni- 
zam ed deen Aulia +. As he had no chil- 
dren, the Emperor at his death iftued a $ 
order for the conftfcation of his property 
into the;exehequer j but afterwards, at the 
interpofition of Sefder Jung the Vizier, 
it was commanded that his eftate, of every 
defeription, fhould be divided amongft i 
his heirs in Bengal and Shiraz; and Ha- j 


* 
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keem Aiy Nuckee Khan his lifter’s fon, 
was intrufted with the diftribution. A 
year before his death, he had dedicated, 
his library to the ufe of the public, under 
the adminiftration of Aiy Nuckee Khan, 
and the books were lent to any one who 
Waited to ftudy them* 


* lyl?, The maternal uncle of the Nawab 

Mohammed RczaKhan Mo Buffer Jung fji 

f * t * ‘ ^ 

whofe father Nawab Hadi Aiy Khan 

CJ'^ 1 ^0 ^ en J°y ed l * lc office of Darogha 

of the Dar ul Che/a 1 3 or Hofpital at Mooriheda- 

bad, which is now held, but with reduced allowances, by 

Mozuxrer Jung's elder brother, the Nawab Mohammed 

Huffem Khan QjlJ'l ^ y a very refpe£fcabla 

charade r. 


(iPr h'or /&? information of fitch of our Readers as are not 
sow erf ant in the P erf an language, it may he necejfciry to oh m 
forve, that the explanations in the notes are> for the mofi fart? 
in the jhgular number* 
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